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October 18 - 24, 2019

Around the Rotunda

ADVOCATES AND INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES HIGHLIGHT CONSEQUENCES 
OF CPS PROGRAM CHANGES
By Emily Mistishen, Pennsylvania Legislative Services | October 24, 2019
 
Advocates, supporters, and family members gathered in the Capitol Rotunda today to 
discuss new requirements in the Community Participation Supports (CPS) program.
 
Dr. Richard Edley, president and CEO of Rehabilitation and Community Providers Association 
(RCPA), explained the press conference is being held regarding the lawsuit filed against the 
Department of Human Services (DHS) and the Office of Developmental Programs (ODP). 
The issue of changes in the CPS program was “too hard to ignore,” he stated, and RCPA is 
obligated to protect the communities that are affected. He asserted there have been negative 
effects already and he encouraged the administration and legislature to “look around,” see 
what is happening, and make necessary changes. The goal should be to respect choice, he 
affirmed.
 
He expressed support for the intent of the CPS program, explaining it is intended to facilitate 
community interaction for individuals with disabilities. However, the requirements included 
in the program are “detrimental,” he opined. He listed the problems associated with the 
program, including:
 

•	 arbitrary and artificial 25 percent target for community participation;

•	 one-to-three ratio requirements;

•	 disregard for individuals with serious needs, programs that serve these individuals, 
and their choices;

•	 variances;

•	 watering down of meaningful community participation; and

•	 following the vision and values of the administration, not individuals.

 
Bridget Pugh, senior director of operations, United Cerebral Palsy (UCP) of Central 
Pennsylvania, indicated UCP believes individuals with disabilities have the right and choice 
to community participation and that the organization made a willing shift to CPS. UCP 
utilizes a person-centered focus for their care, she continued, and believes that individuals 
should be provided with the support, opportunity, and choice to participate in the community. 
There are a variety of meaningful experiences that individuals can have in the community, 
she said, but these experiences should ultimately be based on an individual’s choice, not 
the commonwealth’s.
 
Pugh explained ODP released new regulations and requirements that address participation 
and reimbursement. She argued individuals should have the right to refuse participation and 
control their schedule and the activities they participate in. The reimbursement structure and 
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guidelines threatens these rights, she continued, and variances for those who cannot meet the 25 percent threshold result 
in lower reimbursement rates for providers. She highlighted the one to three ratio requirements, questioning why there is an 
arbitrary limit to what qualifies as a “community.”
 
Pugh emphasized the regulations have resulted in denied services from providers and “cherry-picking” for those who find it 
more difficult to participate in the community due to their disability. “What we want is full inclusion, and what we’re getting is 
continued isolation and segregation,” she affirmed. She called for a reversal of the loss of funding, respect for the rights of 
Pennsylvanians, and a person-centered approach. She stressed the importance of the right to choose opportunities and not 
applying a one-size-fits-all approach.
 
Diane Robinson, member of UCP of Central Pennsylvania, explained how her son Michael’s needs changed over time and 
he required more proactive medical care that hindered his ability to spend time in the community. They still spend time out 
in the community when possible, she commented, but the ability to do so is dependent on a number of different factors. 
She expressed concern that with Michael not being able to receive the same reimbursements, providers will not be able to 
afford to provide care for him. She added that while the requirement is at 25 percent now, there are possible plans to have 
it increased to 50 or 75 percent. Michael’s care should continue on his own terms, Robinson asserted.
 
Dr. Edley noted that many providers want to provide care to people and will put in the effort to do so, but at some point they 
“hit a wall.”
 
Rosalee Davy, member of SpArc Philadelphia, explained her daughter has seizures and is unable to go out on days where 
it is too hot or cold. She voiced her concern regarding CPS requirements and remarked her daughter loves her current 
community program. Individuals with special needs should be treated like everyone else, she argued, and she emphasized 
the importance of providing people with a choice.
 
Ted Schwartz, a trial lawyer, asserted his speech is an open letter to Gov. Tom Wolf and ODP Deputy Secretary Kristin 
Ahrens. He indicated his son has Fragile X syndrome and found a successful job working at Associated Production Services, 
where he packages different products. Schwartz listed the things his son is able to pay for independently, including vacations 
and rent. “He is happy, he is structured, and he has a life of certainty,” he stated, adding there are a number of others who 
are like his son. However, changes in requirements put this certainty at risk, Schwartz continued. He claimed Gov. Wolf and 
Ahrens have acted “recklessly” and without regard for individuals that are affected. He warned that “this is only the beginning 
of this war” and they will fight the changes from every angle. He concluded by asserting individuals like his son have the 
“right to choose their own destiny.”
 
Ramona Arena Baker, member of Clelian Heights School for Exceptional Children, remarked her brother has Down syndrome 
and requires a high level of care and monitoring. She opined the new regulations are “the antithesis of choice.” Community 
participation requirements ignore time that is spent at work and at places like church or the store, she noted, and do not 
account for weather or how the individual feels. She argued this violates constitutional rights of freedom of assembly and 
can make people more isolated.
 
Chris Shay, president and CEO, McGuire Memorial, asserted he supports CPS, but the system is “fundamentally flawed” 
and is not right for everyone. There is disincentive for in-facility care and incentives for community care without regard for 
choices, he affirmed, particularly for those with more complex needs and higher levels of care. He illustrated the difficulty of 
and effort that went into traveling to the rally, indicating the trip needed a large team of people and several vehicles because 
there aren’t any areas that adequately provide for members’ needs. The new regulations will force enrollment reductions 
and make individuals with disabilities face a dilemma, not a choice, he argued.
 
Dr. Edley reiterated his support for the intent of the CPS program but not the implementation. He warned of the consequences 
of the changes.
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Committee News

House Health Committee
House Human Services Committee
10/21/19, 11:00 a.m., Room 140, Main Capitol
By Sheri Melnick, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee held a hearing regarding the closure of White Haven and Polk State Centers.

HB 1918 Mullery, Gerald - (PN 2681) Amends the Mental Health and Intellectual Disability Act, in preliminary provisions, 
providing a technical change; and in responsibilities of the state, providing for a moratorium on the closure of state facilities. 
This legislation provides for no closure of a state facility until all Medicaid-waiver eligible persons have been granted 
waivers. Once waivers have been granted, the bill provides for the establishment of a task force to conduct an evaluation 
and provide recommendations to the Department of Human Services (DHS) prior to closure. The legislation also provides 
that if the task force votes for closure, DHS will prepare a plan for the closure and transition of individuals receiving care in 
the state facility to a home or community-based support system. Effective immediately.

Chairman DiGirolamo stated that the hearing today is about a «very passionate and emotional issue.» He asserted that 
families should have an impact in regards to decisions about their loved ones.

Rep. Zimmerman noted that he is filling in for House Health Committee Chairman Kathy Rapp (R-Warren). He explained 
that he has met with staff in facilities in his district which are similar to White Haven and Polk.

Rep. Madden remarked that she is filling in for House Human Services Committee Minority Chairman Rep. Angel Cruz 
(D-Philadelphia). She asserted that she is trying to understand why there are plans to close facilities when there are people 
currently on the waiting list for home and community-based services (HCBS) waivers.

Minority Chairman Frankel commented that this is not the first time he has dealt with the closing of one of the state centers 
and noted that he is looking forward to hearing testimony.

Kristin Ahrens, deputy secretary, Office of Developmental Programs (ODP), Department of Human Services (DHS), noted 
that DHS believes that people with intellectual disabilities should be treated with compassion and respect. She explained 
that Gov. Tom Wolf’s administration believes that all people should be integrated and be able to live in their community 
and still receive much needed supports. She stated that there are competing perspectives on how to care for people with 
intellectual disabilities.

Ahrens explained that Pennsylvania’s state center system was designed at the turn of the century. She indicated that at 
the peak of institutionalization, there were more than 13,000 people housed at the state centers. Ahrens commented that 
there was not a community system of supports in the 1960s and that in the 1980s, the waiver program was developed and 
increased the trend for deinstitutionalization. Ahrens noted that over 40,000 people receive services in the community. 
She remarked that the concept of care in an institution is now a “temporary method of care” and that there is a home and 
community-based services (HCBS) waiting list. Ahrens remarked that the 13,000 on the waiting list today are waiting for 
community-based services and are not waiting for the approximately 100 beds available at the state centers.

Ahrens noted that the cost of housing a resident at a state center is between $400,000 and $450,000 per year. She 
explained that DHS does not control state center admission, which is governed by statute and case law, including the Mental 
Health Act of 1966 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. She remarked that DHS implemented regulations in-line with 
the Olmstead decision, which requires that admission to a state center is only permitted when someone cannot be served 
in the community. Ahrens stated that the decision to close White Haven and Polk was not made to “disrespect” family’s 
wishes and that DHS “understands the gravity of the decision.” She noted that four state centers are no longer needed to 
accommodate the needs of those with intellectual disabilities and said it would be irresponsible to make decisions based 

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1918&Session=19R&STA=PA
https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TK.PDF
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upon emotion.

Ahrens remarked that with each drop in the census at state centers, the cost per person to house someone there continues 
to rise. She asserted that the decision to close White Haven and Polk is not a «slight» on the quality of care at the state 
centers. She noted that DHS is «committed» to working with employees to help them find alternate employment in the 
coming months.

Ahrens talked about the closure of Hamburg State Center and how people were successfully integrated into the community 
following the closure. She noted that DHS «will not abandon anyone throughout the 36-month closure process.»

Sherri Landis, executive director, the Arc of Pennsylvania, explained that for the past 70 years, the Arc of Pennsylvania has 
worked to ensure that children and adults with intellectual disabilities receive the support and services they need and are 
included in the community. She asserted that the Arc “applauds” the decisions to close White Haven and Polk.

Landis noted that the Arc of Pennsylvania stands with families and is committed to supporting individuals and their families 
to make the transition to their own homes in the community. She stated that the decision was made to close the centers 
despite the waiting list for home and community-based services. Landis asserted that the waiting list is a list waiting for 
community-based service and not state center services.

Landis explained that the community system serves over 55,000 people in a variety of locations with a variety of services. 
She noted that the system is “heavily regulated” to ensure safety. While it appears that there are more reported incidents 
in the communities, she remarked that this is because there are more people served in the community than in the state 
centers. She stated that the General Assembly has a direct impact on the wages of direct support professionals and asked 
the General Assembly to assist with increasing the compensation for direct support professionals.

Landis commented that the closure of White Haven and Polk will not result in people living on the street and that no one from 
Hamburg was incarcerated following the closure of Hamburg. She said, “It is embarrassing that Pennsylvania still operates 
state institutions for people with intellectual disabilities.”

Jamie Ray-Leonetti, associate director of policy, Institute on Disabilities, Temple University, noted that the institute is a 
Pennsylvania university center for excellence in developmental disabilities, education, research, and service. She explained 
that the institute is one of 67 centers charged by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to conduct training, 
service, and provide technical assistance on behalf of those with developmental disabilities.

Ray-Leonetti explained that Temple’s Institute on Disabilities has collaborated with ODP to analyze data to assess the 
quality of life for those with intellectual disabilities and autism in Pennsylvania. She stated that data is collected from those 
living in a variety of settings and includes those living in the community, public intermediate care facilities (ICFs), and private 
ICFs. She remarked that the data shows that people living in public ICFs were slightly more satisfied than those living in 
other settings. She noted that people in public ICFs experienced less dignity than any other groups, except for those living 
in private ICFs.

Ray-Leonetti cited the Pennhurst study and noted that placement in the community was possible for everyone in that study. 
She stated that for “every person living in an institution, there is a similarly situated person living in the community and a 
similarly situated person who is living at home with their family.” Ray-Leonetti asserted that the population of state institutions 
has decreased by 12.7 percent nationally and 9.4 percent in Pennsylvania. Ray-Leonetti remarked that White Haven and 
Polk could be used for respite and asserted that family members of those persons being served in the community should be 
asked their opinion regarding that idea.

Jacqueline Beilharz, advocate, Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania (DRP), read testimony on behalf of Judy Banks, 
deputy director, DRP. She noted that the agency has the mission to support residents to live the lives they choose and 
asserted that DRP supports the decision to close White Haven and Polk.

https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TH.PDF
https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TG.PDF
https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TD.PDF
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Beilharz noted that Banks has been involved in helping plan for people moving into the community and remarked that with 
Hamburg being the most recent center to close, 50 people decided to live in the community after being informed about the 
closure and transition process. Beilharz explained that it is inaccurate to say that those with intellectual disabilities cannot 
live in the community. She asserted that all people can live successfully in the community with the appropriate services 
and supports. She noted that there was a man who lived in Hamburg since he was a child and then chose to live in the 
community and provided information about the “richness of life” he has experienced since moving to the community.

Marian Baldini, president and CEO, KenCrest, noted that her organization serves over 12,500 people on an annual basis 
and has 150 community group homes. She stated that she has been responsible for transitions out of multiple institutions 
and said that the transitions have been “impactful and effective.”

Baldini explained that the process implemented by DHS to transition residents out of the Hamburg State Center revealed 
that families were initially skeptical but agreed to review proposals. She stated that eight out of 10 proposals were accepted 
by the families and noted that those who accepted the proposals have progressed in their “health and social interactions.” 
She commented that the residents served in the community have “strengthened” their relationship with their families.

Baldini stated that nurses at KenCrest facilities are available 24/7 and that there is a primary physician who makes house 
calls. She asserted that “conflicting interests” are difficult and noted that choices for residents to be served in the community 
may not have been available to some people when they were originally institutionalized. She invited members of the 
committee to visit KenCrest homes.

Gary Blumenthal, vice president, governmental relations and advocacy, InVision Human Services, noted that he understands 
the perspective of various sides because he is a former legislator. He remarked that staff at Polk and White Haven has 
provided “excellent care.”

Blumenthal asked that legislators review his data to show that “quality” care is available in the community. He asserted that 
the state center system and community are not receiving the same financial support from the state, and he referenced the 
HCBS waiting list of 13,000 people. He explained that if the legislature decides to keep the centers open, they should look 
at what their response is going to be to those who are currently on the waiting list.

Blumenthal commented that the proposed legislation, House Bill 1918, has a requirement to fund everyone on the waiting 
list before closure that would “require significant tax increases.” He stated that he looks forward to the day when the General 
Assembly will support those who are “crying out for supports and services” while on the waiting list. He asserted that direct 
support professionals should be supported through an increase in wages.

Tom Kashatus, president, White Haven Center Relatives and Friends Association, explained that his daughter has been 
a resident at White Haven for the past 40 years. He noted that the residents at White Haven choose to live in the campus 
lifestyle and asserted that the Olmstead decision gave people the choice to determine where they want to live. He explained 
that families are not currently given the opportunity to tour state centers. He said, “The closed door policy initiated by ODP 
is not working,” and he asked the legislature to open the doors to the state centers.

Susan Jennings, mother of a White Haven resident, explained that autistic people like her son, Joey, will be “coming of age” 
soon. She asserted that in four years, her son was discharged from multiple group homes and noted that both KenCrest 
and InVision refused him admittance. She stated that he was “rescued by the therapeutic environment” of White Haven and 
said that he “was never more isolated” than when he was in the community.

Jennings explained that the elderly and fragile people at Polk and White Haven are subject to “transfer trauma” if they are 
moved. She commented that her family did not previously know about state centers and that she initially “unwittingly” signed 
away her son’s access to care at a state center. She asked the legislators to investigate the waiting list to find out how many 
of those families whose relatives are on the waiting list were told about their choices and the existence of state centers.

https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TF.PDF
https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TE.PDF
https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TA.PDF
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Jennings remarked that in 2016, only 39 people were removed from the waiting list when DHS received funding. She noted 
that all four state centers account for less than seven percent of the ODP budget and opined that the state centers are 
fiscally responsible. Jennings commented that approximately 11,000 direct support professionals are currently needed to 
provide home and community-based services. She stated that 39 states have retained their ICFs and are in compliance 
with Olmstead, and she asked the legislature to “open the centers for state admissions and support House Bill 1918.”

Irene McCabe, president, Polk Center Parents, Friends, and Family, stated that Polk and White Haven are “health care 
facilities” designed take care of the most “vulnerable population.” McCabe asserted that “there is a disconnect” between 
health care and rate setting. McCabe opined that the Department of Health has the power to run the centers and DHS has 
the “power to close them down.”

Bill Hill, maintenance repairman at White Haven Center and president of American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees (AFSCME) Local 2334, stated that the “closure of the centers is a matter of right and wrong, life and death.” He 
noted that staff at the state centers have extensive training before they start working in the centers. Hill requested that the 
centers be opened for voluntary admission and remarked that while some people are served well in the community, others 
need to be cared for at one of the state centers.

Tammy Luce, residential services aide at Polk Center and president of AFSCME Local 1050, explained that the “state centers 
are communities within themselves” and said that they are “homes” for the residents. She commented that the decisions 
for closure were made without the consultation of those who reside at White Haven and Polk. Luce asked members of the 
committee to “stand against the decision to close the centers.”

Maria Gunta Ferrey, residential services supervisor/qualified intellectual disabilities professional, White Haven Center 
Service Employees International Union (SEIU) Local 668, explained that she has worked at White Haven for 15 years. 
She stated that the residents of state centers are fully integrated into their communities and participate in community 
organizations. Gunta Ferrey opined that “DHS has manipulated data and provided skewed statistics.” She asserted that the 
most appropriate placement for many members is one of the state centers and noted that people on the HCBS waiting list 
are not “offered” the option of choosing a state center. Gunta Ferrey remarked that since DHS’s August announcement to 
close White Haven Center, the center receives two or three calls per week from people asking how their family member can 
gain admittance to White Haven.

William Bailey, chief steward, SEIU Local 668, expressed his concern about the problem of transfer trauma. He asserted 
that he is upset at the “lack of transparency” by DHS. He noted that there are 4,905 people currently on the emergency 
needs waiting list, and no one has addressed how that list would be impacted by the closure of White Haven and Polk.

Rep. Zimmerman asked if closure was planned by December. Bailey responded that assessments for all the residents of 
Polk and White Haven were expected to be completed prior to December 31, though there is a 36-month transition period 
for closure.

Rep. Madden asked how many people will go to each group home and how many caregivers there will be at each home. 
She noted that she had a phone call from a constituent who is concerned because her child who resides in a state center 
needs care from multiple people. Landis stated that the Arc of Pennsylvania is not primarily a provider organization and 
cannot answer questions about staffing ratios. She remarked that group homes operate much like Polk and White Haven 
and probably have shift changes. She noted that for every person in the state center, “there is a replicant in the community.” 
She stated that if the waiting list is funded, it will cost “billions” of dollars.

Rep. Madden asked about the 13,000 people on the waiting list and if they were contacted about being in state centers. 
Landis remarked that she cannot speak for 13,000 people and said she “cannot imagine that families are demanding getting 
into a state center.”

Rep. DeLissio asked if questions can be funneled to a group to get good answers, particularly where there is conflicting 

https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TA.PDF
https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TA.PDF
https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TA.PDF
https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TC.PDF
https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TC.PDF


7

information.

Rep. Toohil asked Ahrens about the estimated cost of the closure of Polk. Ahrens noted that there will be long-term savings 
from the closure and stated that there are no savings during the transition period. Ahrens stated that DHS is working with 
appropriations staff in the House and Senate and will have the costs of closure soon.

Rep. Toohil asked for the cost of services provided to those on the HCBS waiting list. Ahrens explained that about 5,200 
of those on the waiting list are in the emergency category and need services now or within the next six months. She noted 
that types of services vary. Ahrens stated that the remainder of the 13,000 people on the waiting list are classified as critical 
and need services within the next two years or are in the planning category and need services within next five years. She 
remarked that only about 20 percent about people with intellectual disabilities are known to DHS. Ahrens noted that the 
waiting list is “dynamic” and increases when individuals graduate from high school.

Rep. Toohil asked about cost to fund the emergency category. Ahrens responded that she will provide that information.

Rep. Toohil asked about the Hamburg closure and whether impacted workers were offered state employment. Ahrens 
responded that every Hamburg employee was offered a job by June 2019 and noted that some employees moved to state 
centers, to the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections, or to county assistance offices.

Rep. Toohil asked if testimony at a hearing in May impacted the decision to close the centers. Ahrens responded that it did 
not and that the decision for closure takes into account all factors, including the age of the facility, condition of infrastructure, 
census, where admissions are coming from, hiring issues, cost per resident, and the needs of individuals being served. She 
stated that Polk Center has problems with water treatment.

Rep. Mullery asked Landis about fatalities at Hamburg. Landis responded that the average fatality is s approximately five 
per year at a state center and asserted that this is in line with the 15 fatalities that have occurred in the 36 months following 
the closure announcement for Hamburg.

Rep. Mullery asked if transfer trauma is real. Landis responded that she is not a physician and that transfer trauma is a 
possibility.

Rep. Mullery asked if Landis was present at the Senate hearing and what the rate of transfer trauma is. Landis responded 
that she does not have an extensive experience in this field.

Rep. Mullery asked if the Arc had a rate of transfer trauma deaths they would consider acceptable. Landis responded that 
there is no acceptable rate of deaths.

Rep. Mullery asked Ahrens about her experience working in Oregon. Ahrens noted that Teresa Miller, secretary of DHS, did 
not work on ICF issues in Oregon and acknowledged that she worked on ICF issues while in Oregon.

Rep. Mullery asked Ahrens if KEPRO is performing the assessments in Pennsylvania and if she was aware that KEPRO 
was hired in Oregon to perform assessments and that KEPRO is involved in lawsuits there. Ahrens noted that KEPRO 
was hired to conduct the assessment in Pennsylvania and asserted that she was unaware that they were hired to perform 
assessments in Pennsylvania. She asked how the assessments completed in Oregon were related to those being done in 
Pennsylvania.

Rep. Mullery asked Ahrens if she was aware that every assessment completed by KEPRO in Oregon that has been 
challenged has been overturned. Ahrens explained that KEPRO is not involved in making recommendations for placement 
in Pennsylvania and is responsible for the administration of a supports intensity scale assessment. She explained that this 
is an assessment used in 20 states and internationally and does not tell DHS where to meet those needs.
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Rep. Mullery commented on the “disingenuous” nature of the factors Ahrens referenced when discussing the reasons to 
close White Haven and Polk. He said, “It is crystal clear that the reason for closures has nothing to do with budget.”

Rep. Mullery asked Ahrens if the decision to close the state centers is a philosophical decision. Ahrens responded that the 
Wolf administration has been very clear that people should be served in communities close to families, “which is the driving 
force behind closure decisions.” She said that, regarding the budget, “it is not sustainable to maintain four centers.” Rep. 
Mullery said, “This has nothing to do with budget.”

Rep. James commented that he detected a tone of negativity to besmirch the workers at White Haven and Polk by saying 
that the only reason they want to keep them open is to keep their jobs. He noted that the employees he has spoken with 
are concerned about their residents and remarked that Polk Center contributes about $134 million to the Pennsylvania 
economy.

Rep. Murt commented that has seen the high “quality of life” for residents at the state centers and has visited every state 
center. He noted that workers at state centers deliver services with care and compassion. He commented that staff is 
“family” for residents at the centers and that the state needs to fund the waiver program and services for adults with special 
needs. He asserted that there is an issue of over 65 residents with intellectual disabilities who are being cared for by parents 
and are waiting for parents to die so that they can get into a group home. He remarked that if families want their relatives at 
a state center because that is the best option for them, they should be able to make that choice.

Rep. Heffley commented that people have chosen to live in the facilities and expressed his concern about taking that option 
away. He noted that some people need to be in this type of a facility, and opined placement in another setting could result 
in someone being part of the criminal justice system. He stated that the care of individuals should be the first consideration 
when making decisions about placement.

Chairman DiGirolamo thanked the testifiers and affirmed his support for House Bill 1918.

Additional written testimony was submitted by:

•	 Darrin Spann, assistant to the executive director, AFSCME Council 13,
•	 letters from families, and
•	 Jill Escher, president, National Council on Severe Autism.

- 30 -

House Insurance Committee
10/21/19, 11:30 a.m., Room 60, East Wing
By Robert Cochran, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee held a hearing on House Bill 1439 and House Bill 1696.

HB 1439 Kaufer, Aaron - (PN 1777) Amends Title 40 (Insurance), in regulation of insurers and related persons generally, 
adding a chapter providing that no later than January 1 of each year, an insurer that issues or administers a health insurance 
policy or health plan in the commonwealth, including a policy or plan in which mental health or substance use disorder 
benefits are managed by an entity other than the insurer, shall file with the department a written certification signed by an 
officer of the insurer under oath attesting certain compliance. Effective immediately.

HB 1696 Murt, Thomas - (PN 2288) Amends the Insurance Company Law, in health insurance coverage parity and 
nondiscrimination, establishing that an insurer shall annually file required information to determine the insurer›s compliance 
with the Paul Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008. Effective in 60 days.

https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TA.PDF
https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TI.PDF
https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TB.PDF
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1439&Session=19R&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1696&Session=19R&STA=PA
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Rep. Thomas Murt (R-Montgomery), prime sponsor of House Bill 1696, said the Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity 
Act (MHPAEA) was signed into law in 1996 by President George H. W. Bush. «This law requires that insurance carriers that 
choose to cover mental health and addictions cover these illnesses in the same magnitude as a physical injury or disease,» 
he said. Rep. Murt indicated the enforcement of this law is a responsibility of each state›s insurance department.

Rep. Murt said the Pennsylvania Insurance Department enforces the law by responding to complaints and looking into 
procedures regarding parity. He said that many individuals with mental illness or addiction are often incapable of notifying 
the department because of their ailment or their inability to receive coverage. He described the process as «unrealistic» for 
those with serious mental illness or addiction. He added that compliance with the parity laws are also measured through 
market conduct audits performed by the department. He said these audits are frequently performed by contracted auditing 
firms and take up to three months to complete. He said if an annual report is submitted to the department assessing 
compliance with MHPAEA, audits could be completed more efficiently and accurately, which would improve parity in the 
commonwealth. He added that the report would also ensure that corrections are made so that residents could receive 
coverage.

Rep. Murt said his legislation would ensure insurance carriers in Pennsylvania which coverage behavioral health would 
submit an annual report with specific information pertaining to mental health care to the insurance department. He added 
that the report would efficiently provide information the department needs to complete market conduct audits. Rep. Murt 
noted that the complaint process would not be affected by this legislation. He continued that his legislation does not require 
insurance companies to cover additional conditions or illnesses. «This legislation will make our current system more 
proactive,» he added. «The legislation will also expedite the time-consuming...auditing process.»

Rep. Aaron Kaufer (R-Luzerne), prime sponsor of House Bills 1438, 1439 and 1440, said mental health parity is a “critical 
topic” across the state. He said every insurer has mental health and addiction parity coverage in policies, “but no one can 
access it.” He said on April 7, 2016, the Insurance Department would begin implementing market conduct examinations 
for insurers regarding mental health and addiction parity. He said only two have been conducted since then, and both 
companies have been fined for non-compliance.

Rep. Kaufer said for every 100 claims for autism or an intellectual disability, 126 violations occurred, and for every 100 
claims for substance abuse disorder, 133 violations occurred. He stated those figures are from the department’s audits. 
“This is not acceptable,” he added.

Rep. Kaufer claimed the problem did not relate to money because the department does not pay for the audits, rather the 
insurance companies pay for the audits. He suggested that the department subcontract for audits immediately “to make sure 
patients have access to coverage that the federal government requires.”

He stated his legislation encourages compliance, coverage and access. Rep. Kaufer said House Bill 1438 provides 
transparency with drug and alcohol abuse disorder coverage to ensure compliance; House Bill 1439 amends the paperwork 
standard to guarantee that the insurance company signs off on compliance; and House Bill 1440 requires a one-page 
insurance addendum describing to policy holders how to access drug and alcohol coverage in their insurance policy.

Rep. Kaufer reminded the committee, “We are in an opioid crisis and people can’t access the coverage they have already 
paid for.” He described his bills as “no-nonsense legislation” and said that his legislation provides transparency.

Jessica Altman, insurance commissioner, Pennsylvania Insurance Department, said that the administration has been 
combating the devastating impact of the opioid crisis and has also been extending resources to other aspects of mental 
health. She added that ensuring compliance with mental health parity is one critical way the administration is assisting with 
mental health and substance abuse disorder.

She said that current law governing mental health parity was enacted by Congress in 2008, and that Pennsylvania adopted 
MHPAEA as Act 14 of 2010, which provides the Insurance Department direct authority to enforce parity for the fully-insured 

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB01438&Session=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB01440&Session=19R
https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191021TN.PDF
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plans which the department regulates. She indicated that MHPAEA did not mandate mental health and substance abuse 
disorder coverage, but rather requires that if a large group insurance plan offered mental health and substance abuse 
disorder coverage, it had to provide coverage in parity with medical and surgical health coverage.

Altman stated the Affordable Care Act (ACA) expanded MHPAEA to individual and small group policies, and because ACA-
compliant individual and small group policies since 2014 required mental health and substance abuse disorder coverage, 
every comprehensive individual and small group policy sold in Pennsylvania requires parity.

Altman said that parity for mental health and substance abuse disorder coverage requires policies and must offer coverage 
in a comparable way to medical and surgical coverage in the same policy. Coverage limits applied to mental health and 
substance abuse disorder benefits may not be more restrictive than coverage for medical and surgical benefits. She added 
that coverage limits which parity applies to include financial and quantifiable requirements and non-financial treatment limits 
that are offered in the same classification of benefits.

She stated that the department initiated a cross-agency working group, including representatives from the Department of 
Health, Department of Human Services and the Office of Attorney General, for mental health parity oversight, enforcement, 
outreach and education. Altman said currently the group is working on an outreach and education campaign to understand 
how providers understand parity. She added that the group is looking to survey providers to gain more detail about what 
information providers need.

Altman said the department leads a multi-state working group in which regulators share information and collaborate on 
building resources for better enforcement. She said examiners developed tools to assist with mental health parity analyses, 
including an automated template that identifies MHPAEA violations.

Altman claimed that federal regulators discuss mental health parity with the department on a regular basis. She added that 
in 2016 the department began examining commercial health insurers in the Pennsylvania market for compliance with the 
ACA. Altman said the examinations provided insights into management operations and complaints and claims handling 
and processing, which resulted in insurance companies taking corrective action to address the problems identified by the 
department, including some fines and restitution to consumers.

She stated that one challenge of mental health parity is that implementation and oversight is complicated as it cuts across 
multiple operational areas within an organization, which results in detailed inquiries by the department. Altman said that this 
attests to the challenge of implementing a mental health parity process by insurers themselves.

Altman stated that the department has worked with Rep. Murt to amend House Bill 1696 by requiring insurers to proactively 
document the steps they have taken to complete their mental health parity analyses. She stated that House Bill 1439 
provides similar certification and reporting provisions, and commended the legislation. She said that either bill would provide 
the department with additional mechanisms to collect information from insurers related to MHPAEA.

Chairman Pickett said two exams were already public and asked if insurance companies can correct mistakes prior to a 
report being made public. Altman said a process is outlined in statute. Ykema said the process requires a “back and forth” 
with a draft of the report for the insurance company to comment on. She added that the company has an opportunity to 
communicate with board members about the report prior to the report becoming public. She added there is a 30-day delay 
in the report. The chairman asked if a report’s findings could have already been corrected. Ykema said they could be 
corrected, or be in the process of being corrected. Altman said sometimes insurance companies provide corrective action 
once a violation has been identified. Ykema said a de-examination process allows the department to ensure compliance.

Chairman Pickett asked if other examinations are in process. Altman said yes, and that all major medical insurance carriers 
would be examined, but she could not comment on that due to confidentiality.

Rep. Thomas asked how many insurance companies there are. Altman said, “Generally seven.” Rep. Thomas asked if an 
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examination occurred due to the volume of complaints. Altman said “no.” Rep. Thomas asked if complaints occurred in a 
specific area. Altman said a market-analysis division monitors complaints and annual data reported, which is used to identify 
trends. She said that examinations occurred because of legal changes, such as the ACA and MHPAEA, and, due to the 
nature of mental health, complaints are not expected because of individuals’ condition and knowledge of the parity itself. 
She said that the department needs to “look under the hood” in examining mental health parity.

Rep. Thomas asked about cooperation with examining fully-insured plans for mental health parity and examining self-
insured plans. Altman said she did not want to speak on federal cooperation regarding self-insured, but that cooperation 
exists between the federal government and states regarding mental health parity. She said that the federal government is 
resourced differently, and does not allow for a similar in-depth review. She said information sharing existed. Dzurec said that 
conversations with the federal government attempt to work in cooperation, and that the federal government has different 
confidentiality requirements between the two.

Rep. Thomas asked how insurance companies are held accountable for mental health and substance abuse disorder 
access. Altman said access is defined in numerous ways, and certain regions have access challenges. She added that non-
quantitative treatment limits exist.

Rep. Day asked if the department is ensuring that insurance companies are in compliance with federal law. Altman said 
that mental health parity is also a state law and provides the department with more direct enforcement authority. Rep. Day 
asked if the inquiry is to enforce state or federal law, or to gather public information. Altman said the inquiry is to evaluate 
compliance with state law. She said the department is reviewing claims and documentation to ensure compliance. Rep. Day 
asked if companies are caught “off guard” with the inquiry. Altman said the comprehensiveness of the review is the reason 
for the long completion time, and that the audit is unprecedented nationally and more detailed than other states. She said 
many carriers use third parties for mental health benefits, resulting in examining different types of claims. Rep. Day asked 
about parity between mental health and physical health procedures. Altman said co-payments for services is one way to 
exam procedures due to categorization, and that the categorization needs examined to evaluate parity. Rep. Day asked 
if the law permits the department to review categorization. Altman affirmed that it did. Dzurec said prior authorization is 
examined for mental health parity.

Tim Clement, director of legislative development, American Psychiatric Association, stated he works with Congress and 
state legislatures regarding parity compliance legislation. He added that mental health and addiction parity is not about 
treatment of mental health or substance abuse disorder, rather insurance coverage for those conditions. He said that the 
insurance industry has been doing a good job in ensuring compliance with mental health and substance abuse disorder 
parity.

Clement said that how insurance companies designed prior-authorization managed care is a concern for mental health 
parity. He claimed that every state which examined prior-authorization managed care found violations. He said that this is 
not due to malfeasance, rather the complexity of prior authorization. He said that the Pennsylvania Insurance Department 
is leading the country in mental health parity. He said that 10 other states passed legislation requiring mental health parity. 
He said that the insurance companies are moving towards transparency, and that the issue has nothing to do with extending 
more coverage. Another concern for insurance companies is documentation and internal analyses, he added. Clement said 
the biggest problem for insurers is implementation of mental health parity in prior authorization.

Rep. Austin Davis asked if Clement reviewed the House Bills 1439 and 1696. Clement said both bills are ensuring 
transparency and certification of insurance companies. He said that documentation should exist, which is addressed by this 
legislation.

Sam Marshall president and CEO, Insurance Federation of Pennsylvania, said Emdeon transaction services approved an 
extensive parity compliance analysis form, modeled after the department›s reviews. He said an expanded version has been 
drafted as well with detailed analyses. He said that he hoped it would be proactive in reviewing mental health parity. He 
encouraged the committee to review that form.
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Kimberly Kockler, vice president of government affairs, Independence Blue Cross, said that all insurance companies 
have taken mental health and substance abuse parity seriously, and so have consumers. She said that the analysis is 
comprehensive and complex. She said drafting a law which is balanced is complicated. She disagreed with Rep. Kaufer’s 
assertion that access to services is not occurring. She said if parity does not exist, the issue needs to be worked out with 
regulators. She said the next step in legislation is establishing how to demonstrate compliance.

Michael Yantis, vice president of government affairs, Highmark, said that the company provides substance abuse services 
and is aware of parity laws that exist. Yantis said that parity is complex and hard to implement. He said that streamlining 
parity would benefit the consumer. He indicated that improving mental health access and other barriers to care would 
improve parity. He said removing barriers to care coordination would help provide treatment for mental health and substance 
abuse treatment.

Douglas Furness, senior director of government and regulatory affairs, Capital Blue Cross, said parity is taken seriously 
by the company. He said the company is trying to introduce products to improve access. He said that telemedicine helps 
provide greater access to mental health and substance abuse disorder services. Furness said compliance is complex. He 
said that testing for compliance should be included in the legislation.

Chairman Pickett appreciated that the companies have been working parity issues, and stated that she understood the 
complexity of the issue. She asked about the communication on parity with the department. Kockler said that communication 
has been good, and when violations are identified, immediate action is taken. She said that despite good communication, 
the industry has suggestions with the legislation. Marshall said that the extensive parity compliance analyses support open 
communication.

- 30 -
House Finance Committee
10/21/19, 12:00 p.m., Room 205 Ryan Building
By Mike Howells, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

HB 1189 Knowles, Jerry - (PN 1386) Amends Title 35 (Health and Safety), in volunteer firefighters, repealing employment 
sanctions and providing for the Volunteer Emergency Responders Employer Tax Credit. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was 
unanimously reported as amended.

Rep. Jerry Knowles (R-Schuylkill) said there is a “true crisis” among volunteer responder organizations, particularly in rural 
areas of the state. He said the bill would offer an incentive and reward for volunteerism. He noted he views the bill as a pilot 
program given the funding involved at the outset.

A03239 by Peifer, removes provisions relating to employment discrimination and places the tax credit program under the 
Tax Reform Code. The amendment was unanimously adopted.

On the bill as amended, Chairman Wheatley repeated his warnings about targeted tax credits.

Rep. George Dunbar (R-Westmoreland) said the situation with volunteer firefighters is at a crisis point, and the legislature 
can help ease the stress of local governments by passing the bill. “If the volunteers go away, they are all in big trouble,” he 
said.

Chairman Wheatley noted there are other areas of crisis in the state, among them attracting high-quality African-American 
teachers in urban areas. He encouraged members to remain mindful of problems in different parts of Pennsylvania.

- 30 -
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Senate Education Committee
10/21/19, 12:45 p.m., Rules Committee Conference Room, Main Capitol
By Sheri Melnick, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

SB 836 Regan, Mike - (PN 1145) Amends the Sudden Cardiac Arrest Prevention Act to include electrocardiogram testing 
and require information be provided to student athletes regarding electrocardiogram testing. The legislation also provides 
that the athletes be notified of the option to request the administration of an electrocardiogram in addition to the standard 
physical examination. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended.

- 30 -
Senate Appropriations Committee
10/21/19, 3:15 p.m., Rules Committee Conference Room, Main Capitol
By Sheri Melnick, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

SB 94 Martin, Scott - (PN 940) Amends the Workers’ Compensation Act, in additional coverages, further providing for the 
definition of “employe»; and making editorial changes. The bill adds to the definition of employes officers, directors, rescue 
and lifesaving squad members or any other members of volunteer rescue and lifesaving squads of various municipalities. 
Clarifies that members of volunteer fire companies performing duties on state game land are considered to be employes of 
the Pennsylvania Game Commission. Effective immediately. (Prior Printer Number: 69) - The bill was unanimously reported 
as committed.

Sen. Scott Martin (R-Lancaster) noted that his bill would ensure workers’ compensation coverage for all active-duty 
firefighters, fire police, officers, and integral members of a volunteer fire company injured in the performance of their duties. 
He commented that this bill seeks to clarify language about who is covered.

SB 819 Mensch, Bob - (PN 1126) Amends the Older Adults Protective Services Act, extensively revising provisions on 
older adults protective services relating to preliminary provisions, administration, criminal history for employees, reporting 
suspected abuse by employees and miscellaneous provisions; and imposing penalties. The legislation repeals Chapters 1, 
3, 5, 6 and 51 of the act, and replaces the statute with language which addresses the constitutionality concern of regarding 
offenses listed in the act which result in a lifetime employment ban without further evaluation. The legislation streamlines 
communication between organizations and agencies, addresses financial exploitation by permitting financial institutions 
to intervene in suspected financial abuse, establishes mandatory reporters for reporting elder abuse, and provides for 
employment practices that are safe for elder care organizations. The legislation establishes civil and criminal penalties and 
liabilities, Section 202-A of the act shall take effect in one year; the remainder of this act shall take effect immediately. - The 
bill was unanimously reported as committed.

Sen. Bob Mensch (R-Montgomery) asserted that his bill addresses the Older Adult Protective Services Act, which has not 
been updated since 1982.

HB 684 Sonney, Curt - (PN 697) Amends the State Lottery Law, in pharmaceutical assistance for the elderly, excluding form 
the definition of “income” the principal and any interest accrued from a savings bond. Effective July 1, 2019, or immediately, 
whichever is later. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.

HB 754 Thomas, Wendi (F) - (PN 804) Amends the State Lottery Law extending the current Social Security cost of living 
adjustment moratorium until December 31, 2021. Effective immediately. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.

- 30 -
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House Health Committee
10/22/2019, 9:30 a.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building
By Nicole Trayer, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

SB 572 Aument, Ryan - (PN 862) Amends Title 35 (Health and Safety), in public safety, adding a chapter providing for opioid 
treatment agreements. Before issuing an individual the first prescription in a single course of treatment for chronic pain with 
a controlled substance containing an opioid, regardless of whether the dosage is modified during that course of treatment, 
a prescriber shall: (1) assess whether the individual has taken or is currently taking a prescription drug for treatment of a 
substance use disorder, (2) discuss certain topics with the individual, (3) review and sign a treatment agreement form, (4) 
obtain written consent for the prescription from the individual, and (5) record the consent on the treatment agreement form. 
Effective immediately. (Prior Printer Number: 633) - The bill was reported as amended with all Democrats except Rep. 
Wendy Ullman (D-Bucks) voting in the negative.

A03315 by Hershey, adds the definition for acute pain and chronic pain in order to distinguish the difference for treatment. 
The amendment was unanimously adopted.

Rep. Mary Jo Daley (D-Montgomery) expressed concern that putting guidelines related to opioid prescribing into statute 
would make them more difficult to change as best practices evolve.

Rep. Pam DeLissio (D-Philadelphia) asked if the prescription policies of the prescriber are required to be in writing. Whitney 
Metzler, Republican executive director of the committee, said there is nothing in the bill requiring the prescriber to have 
written guidelines. Rep. DeLissio questioned what sanctions a prescriber could be subject to for violation of this bill. Metzler 
said the bill refers to the licensing board to sanction individual prescribers. Rep. DeLissio commented that this bill goes too 
far in dictating requirements onto health care providers.

Minority Chairman Dan Frankel (D-Allegheny) said he also shares concerns in codifying these guidelines and recommended 
it be left to the Department of Health (DOH) to promulgate them.

Rep. Aaron Kaufer (R-Luzerne) said he would support the bill but noted the potential adverse effects of the legislation.

Rep. Daley followed up on Rep. DeLissio’s previous question and pointed out that the legislation says violations by a 
prescriber “shall be subject to sanctions.” Metzler said licensure boards may sanction an individual by bringing them in for a 
discussion on compliance, but there would not be financial sanctions or potential problems with their licensure.

Rep. Brad Roae (R-Crawford) asked if this applies to patients who are already prescribed opioids. Metzler said the bill 
requires that it be done prior to the initial prescription, but that it’s “unclear” whether that is the initial prescription after the 
passage of the bill. Rep. Roae asked whether a patient who has been successfully treated for years would have to comply 
with this or not. Metzler said they might, but that most providers do this already. Erika Fricke, Democratic executive director 
of the committee, said her understanding is that any change in medication would require compliance.

HB 410 Oberlander, Donna - (PN 385) Amends the Human Services Code, in public assistance, providing for compensable 
services and items; and abrogating a related regulation. The bill establishes that an anti-obesity drug approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration of the United States Department of Health and Human Services shall be considered a compensable 
item under the medical assistance program. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was reported as committed with Rep. Jason 
Dawkins (D-Philadelphia) voting in the negative.

Rep. Dawkins questioned the disparity between the cost provided by the Department of Human Services (DHS) and those 
provided from other states. Fricke said DHS couldn›t take into account the way the medication would be prescribed and 
therefore looked at the number of Pennsylvanians facing obesity who may require treatment. Rep. Dawkins commented that 
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he could not support the bill due to the legislature›s removal of General Assistance from the Human Services Code earlier 
this year.

Rep. Roae asked how employment-based health insurance usually covers anti-obesity medication. Metzler said it is a 
compensable expense. Rep. Roae also asked if Medicare provides coverage. Metzler said it does and Medicaid provides 
coverage as well. Further, Rep. Roae questioned if an individual policy on the exchange would provide coverage. Metzler 
said yes.

HB 1918 Mullery, Gerald - (PN 2681) Amends the Mental Health and Intellectual Disability Act, in preliminary provisions, 
providing a technical change; and in responsibilities of the state, providing for a moratorium on the closure of state facilities. 
This legislation provides for no closure of a state facility until all Medicaid-waiver eligible persons have been granted waivers. 
Once waivers have been granted, the bill provides for the establishment of a task force to conduct an evaluation and provide 
recommendations to the Department of Human Services (DHS) prior to closure. The legislation also provides that if the 
task force votes for closure, DHS will prepare a plan for the closure and transition of individuals receiving care in the state 
facility to a home or community-based support system. Effective immediately. - The bill was reported as amended with all 
Democrats except Rep. Ullman and Rep. Sara Innamorato (D-Allegheny) voting in the negative.

A03334 by Rapp, adds the definition of state center and clarifies the term throughout the bill. The amendment was 
unanimously adopted.

Chairman Kathy Rapp (R-Warren) said the most important issue is the people in the facilities and where they will be best 
served.

Rep. DeLissio made a motion to table the bill. The motion failed.

Rep. Valerie Gaydos (R-Allegheny) said transitions are difficult and this bill is important to address those needs.

Rep. Kaufer expressed his support and said these matters should be decided with legislative input.

HR 507 Hahn, Marcia - (PN 2517) Resolution directing the Legislative and Budget Finance Committee to conduct a study and 
issue a report analyzing the current Pennsylvania health and human services hotlines and their cost to the commonwealth. 
- The resolution was unanimously reported as amended.

A03320 by Hahn, requires various agencies to provide the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee (LBFC) with a list of 
hotlines that are in full or partly staffed by commonwealth employees, and gives LBFC an additional 30 days to complete 
the study. The amendment was unanimously adopted.

HR 435 Donatucci, Maria - (PN 2382) Resolution recognizing the week of October 21 through 25, 2019, as “National Medical 
Assistants Recognition Week” in Pennsylvania in appreciation of the quality care, support and vital services provided by 
medical assistants in this commonwealth. - The resolution was unanimously reported as committed.

HR 497 Bizzarro, Ryan - (PN 2491) Resolution recognizing dwarfism with the hope of raising positive awareness about dwarfism 
and promoting the welfare of people having dwarfism in the commonwealth. - The resolution was unanimously reported as 
committed.

HR 498 Kinsey, Stephen - (PN 2492) Resolution designating October 2019 as Rett Syndrome Awareness Month. - The 
resolution was unanimously reported as committed.

HR 524 Hill-Evans, Carol (F) - (PN 2548) Resolution designating the month of October 2019 as Pennsylvania Pharmacists 
and Pharmacy Month in Pennsylvania. - The resolution was unanimously reported as committed.
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HR 548 Heffley, Doyle - (PN 2644) Resolution designating October 5, 2019, as “Peroxisomal Disorder Awareness Day» in 
Pennsylvania. - The resolution was unanimously reported as committed.

HR 556 Heffley, Doyle - (PN 2652) Resolution designating the month of October 2019 as Down Syndrome Awareness 
Month in Pennsylvania. - The resolution was unanimously reported as committed.

HR 565 Briggs, Tim - (PN 2667) Resolution recognizing October 20, 2019, as “Mast Cell Diseases Awareness Day” in 
Pennsylvania. - The resolution was unanimously reported as committed.

- 30 -

House Aging and Older Adult Services Committee
10/22/19, 9:30 a.m., Room 60, East Wing
By Emily Mistishen, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

HR 532 Murt, Thomas - (PN 2609) Resolution recognizing the month of October 2019 as “Blindness Awareness Month” in 
Pennsylvania. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.

Chairman Murt explained the Pennsylvania Association for the Blind assists Pennsylvanians with visual impairment issues. 
He expressed gratitude for the organization’s work and his hope that members of the committee would support the resolution.

Minority Chairman Samuelson agreed with Chairman Murt’s comments and voiced his support for the resolution. He noted 
the House procedure for resolutions, explaining that typically non-controversial resolutions go directly to the House Floor. 
Recently, though, resolutions have not been categorized as non-controversial, and that is why the legislation is being voted 
on, he noted. He encouraged a yes vote on the resolution.

Rep. Ryan related his story of how he learned he was going blind and the significant impact that had on his life. He stressed 
the importance of maintaining eye health and getting eye examinations, no matter a person’s age.

Rep. O’Mara thanked Rep. Ryan for his comments and explained that without her glasses she is legally blind. She agreed 
that eye health is important, no matter how old someone is.

Chairman Murt described his experience in Iraq and how seriously the military took eye safety for soldiers, pointing to 
sunglasses requirements as an example.

Chairman Samuelson noted the resolution honors the Pennsylvania Association for the Blind and member agencies.

Following the voting meeting, the committee held an informational hearing on the Pennsylvania State Health Assistance 
Program, also known as APPRISE.

Chairman Murt described the purpose of APPRISE, explaining it is a free program that helps seniors with understanding 
health insurance information. Consultations and hotlines are available to provide information and answer any questions, he 
stated.

Steve Rodgers, director of the Office of Education and Outreach, Department of Aging, described APPRISE, explaining it 
is a free Medicare counseling service supported by the state lottery and federal funding. APPRISE has 52 local programs 
in Pennsylvania’s 67 counties, he continued, with area agency on aging (AAA) coordinators working with a network of 524 
volunteer counselors. “These counselors help individuals understand available Medicare health insurance plan options in 
order to make informed decisions about health care coverage. One-on-one, unbiased, personalized counseling is available 
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year-round through face-to-face sessions, events held at AAAs, and at various venues in local communities, and via the 
toll-free APPRISE helpline at 1-800-783-7067, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,” he affirmed.

Rodgers outlined the number of calls APPRISE receives and indicated the numbers increase significantly during Medicare’s 
open enrollment period, which is when APPRISE assists beneficiaries with deciding on coverage plans. He noted that while 
Medicare is a major focus of APPRISE, the organization also provides counseling on general information and referrals.

Rodgers went on to highlight APPRISE’s outreach plan, which included contacts with local press, a Facebook campaign, 
collaboration with the General Assembly and AAAs, and a partnership with the Department of Human Services to send 
flyers to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients. Rodgers cited, “In the 2018-2019 grant year period, 
APPRISE was able to serve 188,269 Medicare beneficiaries, educated 384,217 individuals through outreach events, and 
enrolled 142,014 individuals in Medicare, Medigap policies, prescription drug plans, or Medicare Advantage Plans.”

Rodgers illustrated the areas the department intends to improve on, including increasing name recognition and program 
awareness, developing counselors and retaining volunteers, and reaching vulnerable populations through partnerships.

Sue Holliday, APPRISE coordinator, Somerset County AAA, expressed her appreciation for the commonwealth’s support for 
the program, but noted that more support is always welcomed and necessary. She remarked on the good relationships that 
exist with county and state organizations and agencies. She opined that it is a “wonderful program” that provides support 
for a complex and nuanced topic.

Rep. Schroeder asked Holliday what is the most frequently asked question she receives. Holliday explained their organization 
receives a wide variety of people who need help, but opined the vulnerable populations are the most grateful. She indicated 
she utilizes every resource available for those who need help. Holliday went on to discuss the lack of public transportation 
available and that while the public transportation system is improving, it is still limited for such a vast county. She asserted 
the people are what matter to her.

Rep. Mentzer questioned if members of the committee have opened up district offices for consulting during open enrollment 
periods, similar to what is done for tax services. Holliday affirmed Rep. Carl Metzgar (R-Somerset) allows her to use his office. 
Rep. Mentzer asked if it’s a matter of collaborating with the local AAA. Holliday said yes. Chairman Samuelson commented 
an APPRISE counselor comes to their legislative office once a month, and more frequently during open enrollment periods. 
There are 12 to 14 sites where counselors are available, and more sites are welcome, he added.

Chairman Samuelson asked how many APPRISE staff there are in the commonwealth and if there is only one per AAA. 
Holliday responded it is one per county. Chairman Samuelson questioned if this means the rest are volunteers. Holliday 
answered yes. Chairman Samuelson inquired where the organization recruits volunteers and what the training is like. 
Holliday asserted the training is “intense.” Susan Neff, APPRISE program director of the Office of Education and Outreach, 
Department of Aging, explained counselors choose the path they would like to take. Regarding those training to be Medicare 
counselors, she indicated volunteers take 10 online courses followed by two-day in-person sessions with 6 additional 
modules and roleplay situations. After this section, trainees partner with and observe a mentor, who then oversees the 
trainee after a certain point. Finally, volunteers take a certification exam and sign necessary confidentiality paperwork, she 
concluded. Chairman Samuelson questioned if the exam is from the Department of Aging or is different for each county. Neff 
answered it is a standardized test. Chairman Samuelson asked for clarification that those who are interested in volunteering 
would contact their local AAA. Neff responded yes and that there is also an online application. Chairman Samuelson listed 
the hotline number, 1-800-783-7067, for those with Medicare questions. He expressed support for providing funding for 
more staff.

Chairman Samuelson went on to ask if the mailing sent to SNAP recipients discussed the APPRISE program. Neff responded 
the mailing highlighted cost-saving benefits, particularly with the Medicare Improvement for Patients and Providers (MIPPA) 
program. The flyers provided contact and eligibility information, she added. Chairman Samuelson if those who received it 
are seniors eligible for Medicare. Neff said yes and that the flyers were targeted.

https://dingo.telicon.com/pa/library/2019/20191022TZ.PDF
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Rep. McCarter inquired if there is a regional breakdown of the 524 volunteer counselors. Neff stated they could provide that 
information.

Rep. McCarter asked if beneficiaries looking to switch plans or enroll have to wait until January 1 to be a part of the new 
enrollment period. Neff answered the effective enrollment date would be January 1, 2020. Rep. McCarter inquired if this 
means there will be a gap for some people. Neff said there could be a gap. Holliday noted there are special enrollment 
periods for changing plans.

Chairman Murt questioned if members of the panel think there are enough volunteers. Holliday opined her organization 
has great volunteers, but not many of them. She described previous attempts to recruit volunteers through advertisements 
in newspapers, which did not recruit the right kinds of volunteers. Medical Assistance is “a whole new ball game,” she 
remarked, and she described the complex requirements for volunteers. Rodgers commented one of the challenges is 
recruiting and retaining a new generation of volunteers. The current workforce is aging out, he continued, and new initiatives 
are being planned to reach out to a new population of volunteers. He noted there is a solid workforce, but the numbers are 
going down and more volunteers are necessary.

Rep. McCarter inquired if most volunteers are seniors. Rodgers said that is correct. Rep. McCarter highlighted recent 
discussions on improving benefits, such as tax breaks and property tax reductions, to various volunteers, including fire 
departments. He suggested the idea of adding Medicare counselor volunteers as beneficiaries of similar benefits. He 
stressed the importance of supporting volunteers for such a significant issue.

Chairman Samuelson questioned what the ratio of federal funds to state funds is. Rodgers explained the organization 
receives $500,000 in state funds per year through grants, and $1.9 million in federal funds. Chairman Samuelson asked if 
the federal funds come from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Rodgers said yes. Chairman Samuelson 
asked if the funds are solid and if the five-year grant is already approved, citing threats of cuts. Rodgers indicated APPRISE 
has not received final approval for funding for the next five-year period beginning in April 2020. The organization has 
received early notification of the possibility of changes in the funding and a “slight” reduction, he continued, but not the 
details. Chairman Samuelson commented on expressing concern to federal legislators on the necessity of the program and 
highlighted discussions of a 21 percent cut to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. He reiterated his support 
for expanding state funding to support more staff and volunteers for the program. Holliday remarked the county allocation 
“doesn’t even begin to cover my salary.”

Rep. Gillen asked the panel how they would streamline or simplify the Medicare program if they were able to. Holliday 
asserted there has to be an easier solution but that she does not have it. Rodgers indicated changes in the program are 
not easily communicated by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) due to the program’s complex nature. 
There is annual training for program changes, he continued, and any streamlining would have to begin at the federal level.

Rep. Gillen expressed concern about the dissemination of information about the program being compromised and an 
eventual breaking point. Holliday referenced the southwestern rollout of Community HealthChoices (CHC), indicating the 
process was a “nightmare” that still has many volunteers confused about the program. There were a large volume of 
changes implemented too quickly, she asserted, but future rollouts are doing better due to learning from the initial rollout. 
Neff noted the Medicare program is undergoing a modernization process, pointing to an online “plan-finder” to help more 
“computer-savvy” beneficiaries as an example. Additionally, frequently-asked-questions sections and self-serve options are 
being added to allow users to be more independent, while still providing help when needed, she continued.

Chairman Murt acknowledged the stories shared by Holliday and questioned if the stories are unique to Somerset County 
or if they are consistent with other areas. Holliday stated they are probably consistent, particularly with other rural counties. 
She noted there is an annual conference and update training. Chairman Murt inquired if this is statewide. Holliday said yes 
and briefly discussed ways to navigate the system for lower-income individuals, such as the Medical Assistance for Workers 
with Disabilities program.
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Chairman Murt asked where the annual training conference takes place. Rodgers indicated there are three “face-to-face 
enrichment programs” that take place every year in different locations, typically state colleges. There are also enrichment 
training days held periodically throughout the state, he added. Neff explained there are “regional updates” held before open 
enrollment where training received from CMS is disseminated to all locations.

Chairman Murt asked when the open enrollment period is. Neff answered it started on October 15, 2019, and will continue 
until December 7, 2019.

Chairman Samuelson corrected the prior mention of a federal cut to be 12 percent instead of 21 percent. He reiterated the 
program is valuable and encouraged making more sites available for APPRISE consultation.

Chairman Murt commented he did not know much about the APPRISE program and expressed his appreciation for the 
opportunity to learn more. He voiced his support for Rep. McCarter’s suggestion of benefits for volunteers and thanked the 
panel for their testimony.

- 30 -

Senate Local Government Committee
10/22/19, 10:00 a.m., 8E-A, East Wing
By Robert Cochran, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

HB 917 Schmitt, Lou (F) - (PN 1055) Repeals the act of May 17, 1929 (P.L.1805, No.598), entitled “An act authorizing 
municipalities other than townships to acquire by gift, devise, or bequest, lands, chattels, securities and funds for the 
establishment and maintenance of a hospital; to appoint trustees of such property and funds, subject to the approval of the 
orphans’ court; to operate and maintain such hospital through and by means of such trustees; and to expend municipal funds 
to aid in the establishment and maintenance of such hospital.” Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as 
committed.

Chairman Scott Martin (R-Lancaster) stated the legislation considered at today’s meeting would repeal outdated laws and 
that House Bill 917 repeals Act 598 of 1929.

- 30 -

Senate Health and Human Services
10/22/19, 11:00 a.m., Room 461, Main Capitol
By Harrison Cann, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider SB 842 and SB 906.

SB 842 Phillips-Hill, Kristin (F) - (PN 1152) Amends the Health Care Facilities Act, in licensing of health care facilities, further 
providing for photo identification tag regulations by adding that the tag shall include the employee›s first name. A notation, 
marker or indicator included on an identification badge that differentiates employees with the same first name is considered 
acceptable in lieu of displaying an employee›s last name. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as 
committed.

Sen. Kristin Phillips-Hill (R-York) explained that her bill would help keep healthcare workers safe. She stated that in the past, 
healthcare settings have been disproportionately affected by workplace violence, and that removing the full name from an 
employee’s name tag can help ensure their safety.

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+917&Session=19R&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R79&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+842&Session=19R&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R328&STA=PA
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Sen. Kim Ward (R-Westmoreland) commented that she has seen healthcare workers being stalked, assaulted and 
threatened because their full names were displayed on their name tags. She added that it will help hospital with retention 
and recruitment by making them safer workplaces as well.

SB 906 Yudichak, John - (PN 1259) Amends the Mental Health and Intellectual Disability Act, in preliminary provisions, 
providing a technical change; and in responsibilities of the state, providing for a moratorium on the closure of state facilities. 
This legislation provides for no closure of a state facility until all Medicaid-waiver eligible persons have been granted waivers. 
Once waivers have been granted, the bill provides for the establishment of a task force to conduct an evaluation and provide 
recommendations to the Department of Human Services (DHS) prior to closure. The legislation also provides that if the task 
force votes for closure, DHS will prepare a plan for the closure and transition of individuals receiving care in the state facility 
to a home or community-based support system. Effective immediately. - The bill was reported as amended with Sen. Arthur 
Haywood (D-Montgomery) in the negative.

A03337 by Muth, adds a medical professional to the task force. The amendment was unanimously adopted.

Sen. John Yudichak (D-Luzerne) stated that 19 percent of individuals in the Hamburg facility that was shut down passed 
away following their move. He said moving individuals can be a traumatic experience and that a moratorium gives the 
legislators the ability to make the right decisions.

Sen. Lisa Baker (R-Luzerne) explained that the bill would put a pause on the closure of the White Haven Center. She noted 
that there is “great angst” among the families and people in the area and that vulnerable populations have to be considered 
by when thinking about decisions that will impact the community. She added that a lot of families placed their child into the 
White Haven system when the community did not have another alternative, and stressed that the families want to have a 
choice in the process now.

Sen. Scott Hutchinson (R-Venango) agreed that it was a sudden process and that it needs to be more transparent for those 
whose families and lives will be affected. Sen. Brooks reiterated the process was not transparent and that there are a lot of 
questions being raised by families and residents.

Sen. Judy Schwank (D-Berks) expressed approval for the bill and stated that the process needs to include a long-term plan 
that is right for the individuals involved. Sen. Haywood commented that it is a challenging situation for all families involved 
and that it is also a challenge to care for individuals in an old facility.

Sen. Katie Muth (D-Montgomery) commented that home care workers need to be taken into account because providing 
proper care can be more difficult if the worker is not being supported well financially. She added that the outcomes of the 
change in care need to be an essential consideration.

Sen. Sharif Street (D-Philadelphia) reiterated Sen. Muth’s point that the healthcare workers that have to find work elsewhere 
also need to be part of the conversation.

Sen. Michele Brooks (R-Mercer) responded that the bill pauses the process to ensure that the decisions being made are 
done the right way.

- 30 -
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Senate Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness Committee
10/22/19, 11:30 a.m., Room 8E-A, East Wing
By Robert Cochran, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

Chairman Mike Regan (R-Cumberland) said the SR 6 commission made 92 recommendations to improve fire and emergency 
medical services (EMS) in Pennsylvania and the committee is continuing to move bills to put those recommendations into 
law.

SB 908 Regan, Mike - (PN 1261) Amends Title 35 (Health & Safety), in volunteer firefighters, transferring the responsibility 
of the Fire Relief Program from the auditor general to the state fire commissioner. The legislation also permits the use of 
funds for facilities, vehicles and equipment for emergency response, recruitment and retention efforts, death benefits for 
active members, and insurance. The legislation requests the Fire Commissioner›s Advisory Board to review the distribution 
formula for fire relief funds and provide a recommendation. Effective in six months. - The bill was unanimously reported as 
amended.

A03296 by Regan, enables career volunteer companies eligible for the volunteer loan assistance program, and requests 
voters to approve this change. The amendment was unanimously adopted.

A03332 by Iovino, permits fire relief associations to pay stipends to volunteer firefighters at a rate not to exceed $1,500 
annually. The amendment was unanimously adopted.

Chairman Regan said he was “surprised” to learn that the auditor general administers the Fire Relief Program, which he 
attributed to the program’s inception prior to the office of State Fire Commissioner. He said fire companies would prefer if 
the Fire Commissioner would administer relief. He said that the Auditor General would still ensure that funds were properly 
used, but would not be auditing the fund.

Jerry Ozog, executive director, Pennsylvania Fire Services Institute, said relief modernization is “critical” including streamlining 
and increasing flexibility. He said that allowing length of service programs for recruitment and retention. He said that this 
legislation is “critical” for emergency services providers. Ozog said this bill allows a study to review the distribution formulas, 
stating some relief associations are getting less funding compared to similar organizations.

Sen. Michele Brooks (R-Mercer) asked how individuals would be selected for the study, including rural representation. Ozog 
said different organizations would be represented, including rural Pennsylvania.

Sen. Lisa Baker (R-Luzerne) said it is difficult for emergency services providers to purchase equipment and asked if this 
would enable organizations to purchase equipment. Ozog said increasing loan assistance would allow that to happen. Sen. 
Baker said the United States Department of Agriculture has provided loans and grants to supplement local support, and 
said that equipment is unaffordable for some communities. Ozog said it was critical, and often results in communities buying 
used equipment instead. He said that the purpose of the bill is to make it easier for local communities to use state resources 
adequately.

Sen. Brooks thanked Ozog for supporting flexibility, and stated that fire companies often are subject to “real life.” She asked 
Ozog to examine the process to increase flexibility for fire companies in the reporting process. Ozog said the institute would 
provide recommendations to companies. He said volunteer fire companies are complex because of their non-profit nature. 
Sen. Brooks said the “bureaucratic bubble” does not recognize internet access issues.

Sen. Maria Collett (D-Montgomery) asked, on behalf of Sen. Lindsey Williams (D-Allegheny), whether a ballot referendum 
to expand loan assistance program to career companies incur more debt in the commonwealth, and if not, why is the ballot 
referendum necessary. Chairman Regan said he would contact Sen. Williams’ office with a response.

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+908&Session=19R&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R331&STA=PA
https://www.ctbpls.com/www/PA/19R/AMD/S1261A03296.PDF
https://www.ctbpls.com/www/PA/19R/AMD/S1261A03332.PDF
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Minority Chairman Pam Iovino (D-Allegheny) said her amendment was based out of the Senate Resolution 6 report and 
would expand the use of the fund to pay for stipends.

SB 910 Mastriano, Doug - (PN 1262) Amends Title 35 (Health & Safety), in grants to fire companies and emergency 
medical service companies, reauthorizing the fire and emergency medical services grant program until June 30, 2024. The 
legislation establishes the fire commissioner as the lead administration of the grant program, requires the posting of grant 
information online, and allows grants to be used for recruitment and retention programs, community risk reduction programs 
and Volunteer Firefighter Length of Service Award programs. The legislation requires fire companies to respond to 15 calls 
annually for eligibility and requires the fire commissioner to provide an annual report to the House and Senate Veterans 
Affairs Committees regarding the grant program. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended.

A03307 by Regan, provides emergency medical services companies an incentive to consolidate, similar to what is provided 
to fire companies which merge. The amendment was adopted unanimously.

Sen. Doug Mastriano (R-Franklin) said the fire and EMS grant program has been a “valuable resource” for revenue. He said 
the current grant program is about $30 million with $25 million coming from the state gaming fund and $5 million from the 
property tax relief fund. He said the grant program provides overall $14,000 to fire companies and $7,000 to EMS agencies 
for construction, renovation “and other necessary assets.” He said that the program returns tax money to the community 
and that this bill would reauthorize the program for four years. He said this bill would place the responsibility of the program 
under the state fire commissioner instead of Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency, and EMS entities would be 
eligible for funding. He said fire companies would need to respond to 15 calls annually for eligibility, and requires an annual 
report on the usage of the funds.

- 30 -

House Judiciary Committee
10/22/19, 12:05 p.m., Room B31 Main Capitol
By Mike Howells, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

HB 616 Owlett, Clint - (PN 611) Amends the Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act adding Carfentanil as a 
schedule II substance. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended.

A02658 by Kauffman, changes the effective date of the bill to immediately. The amendment was unanimously adopted.

Rep. Clint Owlett (R-Tioga) said the bill deals with the opioid crisis by giving law enforcement another tool, placing the drug 
carfentanil on the schedule II list of controlled substances permanently. He noted its relative strength compared to other 
drugs and said it merits being placed on the schedule II list permanently.

HB 137 Quinn, Chris - (PN 130) Amends the Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act further providing for 
drug overdose response immunity. The bill establishes that a person experiencing a drug overdose event may not be 
charged and shall be immune from prosecution if, within ten days after receiving medical attention, the person experiencing 
the drug overdose event obtained a screening and received a referral for treatment from a properly accredited addiction 
services provider. A person who transported or reported and remained with a person experiencing a drug overdose event 
may not be charged and is entitled to immunity. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was reported as amended along a party-line 
vote, with Democrats voting in the negative.

A03210 by Kauffman, adds detail to the bill providing that the arresting officer or magisterial district judge must provide 
written notice to the individual of the requirements to obtain a screening and if treatment is recommended, receive a 
recommendation for treatment. Lengthens the time to get a screening from 10 days to 30 days of receiving notice. Also 

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+910&Session=19R&STA=PA
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provides for exceptions. The amendment was unanimously adopted.

Rep. Chris Quinn (R-Delaware) explained the bill amends the Good Samaritan Law, providing that a person treated by a first 
responder with naloxone will receive immunity from prosecution if they subsequently enter the addiction treatment process.

On the amendment, Rep. Jason Dawkins (D-Philadelphia) asked what is defined as options for payment as an exception. 
Senior Counsel Steve Smith said the amendment provides that if an individual can reasonably show they can’t pay for 
screening they will still receive immunity. He said that evidence will be at the discretion of the district attorney (DA) or other 
officials.

Rep. Melissa Shusterman (D-Chester) asked for clarity on the notification via letter in circumstances where a person may 
not have a fixed address. Smith said the bill provides the letter must be handed to an individual.

On the bill as amended, Rep. Tina Davis (D-Bucks) asked the intent of the bill. Rep. Quinn said it came about in dealing with 
parents and families of addicted individuals. He said it seems like the most common sense approach to put someone on the 
path to recovery. Rep. Davis said people in her district aren’t qualifying to enter the local recovery center. Rep. Quinn said 
the bill doesn’t address that. Smith said if someone has difficulty getting admission into a treatment center and can show it, 
the bill will still offer immunity.

Rep. Tarah Toohil (R-Luzerne) asked if the bill’s immunity applies just to inpatient treatment. Smith said it depends on the 
initial screening.

Rep. Dan Miller (D-Allegheny) said the intent of immunity is to encourage people to call for help. He said there has been a 
recent decline in overdose deaths in Pennsylvania and questioned why now, when there seems to be headway on that front, 
conditioning immunity on DA or officer approval of treatment efforts makes sense. Rep. Quinn noted the overdose statistics 
since 2016, and said he is approaching the issue from a sense of how to help people and get them on the path to recovery.

Rep. Miller asked whether a person will have to provide medical information. Smith said the bill states that the documentation 
needed, if requested to the DA or trial court, shall be limited only to the date and time of the appointment. Rep. Miller asked 
at what point a person becomes eligible for a public attorney. Smith said it will depend on each case and whether a person 
is charged with a crime at all.

Rep. Mike Zabel (D-Delaware) said the Good Samaritan Law has saved lives and that he is cautious of tinkering with it. He 
rejected what he characterized as a one-size-fits-all approach to helping those with addiction. He called for a move away 
from trying to solve social problems through the use of criminal penalties.

Rep. Jerry Knowles (R-Schuylkill) said the bill is a good one and anything they can do to improve the situation is commendable.

Minority Chairman Tim Briggs (D-Montgomery) credited moving the deadline to 30 days but warned of unintended 
consequences associated with the bill. He said adding the requirement would dissuade people from seeking assistance. He 
recommended seeking advice from addiction experts rather than tackling it from within the Judiciary Committee.

HB 1879 Gillespie, Keith - (PN 2600) Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses), in assault, further providing for the offense of 
aggravated assault by including a health care practitioner or technician as enumerated persons. Effective in 60 days. - The 
bill was reported as committed with Representatives Dawkins, Summer Lee (D-Allegheny), Miller, and Christopher Rabb 
(D-Philadelphia) voting in the negative.

Rep. Miller recalled his work as a public defender dealing with such assaults, and questioned at what point they stop adding 
sections for protected classes and making them felonies.

Rep. Natalie Mihalek (R-Allegheny) also noted the high number of protected classes and said at a certain point there are 

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1879&Session=19R&STA=PA
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so many protected classes that once they make everyone special, «no one is special.» She suggested revisiting the state›s 
assault statutes in greater detail.

Rep. Jesse Topper (R-Bedford) said assault on health care workers has increased 70 percent in the past several years and 
questioned whether there are any other industries where that is also true. He said there are statistics that bear out having 
that discussion.

Rep. Rabb said he will be a no on the bill again this session on the objection to picking winners and losers. He noted a 
distinction between correlation and causation, and said Uber and taxi drivers probably also have increasing instances 
of attacks in recent years. He said he understands law enforcement are a special class but agreed with Rep. Mihalek 
questioning where the line is drawn to ensure special protections do not become self-defeating.

Rep. Miller said the question ought to be answered relative to the intent behind having two separate charges, and the point 
behind heightening penalties.

- 30 -

House Appropriations Committee
10/22/19, 12:07 p.m., Room 140 Main Capitol
By Amyra Nadberazny, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

HB 1705 Gabler, Matt - (PN 2297) Amends Title 35 (Health & Safety), in incentives for municipal volunteers of fire companies 
and nonprofit emergency medical services (EMS) agencies, expanding the definition of governing body to include the 
governing body of a school district, authorizing school districts to enact a tax credit against the property tax liability of 
active volunteers of a fire or EMS company, and increasing the current property tax credit allowance from 20 percent of an 
active volunteer’s liability to 100 percent of their tax liability. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as 
committed.

- 30 -

Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee
10/22/19, 12:30 p.m., Room 461, Main Capitol
By Harrison Cann, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider SB 798.

SB 798 Killion, Thomas - (PN 1102) Amends the Dog Law, in short title and definitions, establishing a definition for unprovoked; 
and in dangerous dogs, repealing and replacing provisions regarding court proceeding, certification of registration and 
disposition. For any person who has been attacked by one or more dogs, or a person whose domestic animal, dog or cat has 
been killed or injured by an unprovoked attack, the state dog warden or the local police officer may file a complaint before a 
magisterial district judge, charging the owner or keeper of the dog with harboring a dangerous dog. The owner or keeper of 
the dog shall be found guilty of a summary offense if the magisterial district judge finds beyond a reasonable doubt that the 
dog has inflicted severe injury on a human being unprovoked on public or private property; killed or inflicted severe injury 
on a domestic animal, dog or cat unprovoked while off the owner’s property; has a propensity or history of attacks for killing 
or inflicting severe injury on a domestic animal while on the owner’s property unprovoked; or has a history or propensity 
of attacking humans, domestic animals, dogs or cats unprovoked. The legislation also increases the registration fee for a 
dangerous dog certificate from $500 to $1,000. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was reported as amended, with Sen. Michele 
Brooks (R-Mercer) voting in the negative.

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1705&Session=19R&STA=PA
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A03164 by Vogel, excludes veterinarians from the definition of keeper. The amendment was unanimously adopted.

- 30 -

Senate Rules and Executive Nominations Committee
10/22/19, 4:37 p.m., Rules Committee Conference Room
By Robert Cochran, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider executive nominations.

The executive nominations were unanimously reported and recalled.

- 30 -

Senate Labor and Industry Committee
10/23/19, 9:30 a.m., Room 8E-B East Wing
By Jeff Cox, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee held a public hearing on adult changing stations.

HB 117 Miller, Daniel - (PN 112) Amends the Pennsylvania Construction Code Act, in uniform construction code, providing 
for changing stations in places of public accommodation. An individual, corporation, partnership, company, organization, 
association or other business entity that owns or manages a place of public accommodation shall install and maintain at 
least one adult changing station for persons with disabilities or special health care issues or the elderly. Each changing 
station shall be accessible to both men and women when the place of public accommodation is open to the public and 
certain conditions are met. Effective immediately.

SB 914 Iovino, Pam -

At the outset of the hearing, Chairman Bartolotta, co-sponsor of Senate Bill 914, said, «We will hear today from people who 
would benefit from an accommodation that provides dignity, privacy and the ability to do things most of us take for granted.» 
She added, «We will also hear from the American Institute of Architects (AIA), who will discuss the building codes that might 
be used to provide relief to these families.»

Rep. Dan Miller (D-Allegheny), prime sponsor of House Bill 117, observed that, broadly speaking, the General Assembly 
has addressed bathrooms before. He described the legislation as «the next step in broadening the abilities of people to get 
out and about and enjoy life, experience work and everything that comes with it in a way we would want to.» Rep. Miller 
asserted, «We are going to get there. This is going to happen.»

Christina Abernethy, coordinator, Changing Spaces Pennsylvania, recounted some of the experiences and problems her 
family has faced in dealing with her son Ethan, who has autism and other cognitive and medical diagnoses that require the 
assistance of others. She told the committee members, “It is my mission to see that this bill gets passed and everyone has 
equal rights to accessible restrooms.” Abernethy stated, “I believe that every person deserves privacy, human dignity and 
access regardless of age and ability.” She continued, “An accessible restroom is not a privilege, it is a basic human right.” 
Abernethy said, “Universally designed family restrooms with powered height-adjustable adult-sized changing tables will 
provide an accessible, private and dignified space for all individuals to use the restroom safely.” She concluded, “My hope 
is that we can continue to work together to see that this bill is passed and make our communities-and our state as a whole-
more inclusive and accessible for everyone.”

Chairman Bartolotta asked Abernethy about the adult changing stations she has experienced, what places have adequate 
facilities, and what the legislature should be looking for as a best practice. Abernethy highlighted the Pittsburgh International 
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Airport, the Miracle League located in Cranberry Township, and the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. Chairman Bartolotta 
then wanted to know the cost for powered height-adjustable adult-sized changing tables.

Katie Yost, director of government and chapter relations, The Arc of Pennsylvania, stated, “Having access to a restroom is a 
basic human need.” She testified, “An adult changing table provides safer transfers, comfortable positioning, and a secure 
space for caregivers to provide aid to adults with disabilities who may need assistance with incontinence problems or getting 
dressed.” Yost described House Bill 117 and Senate Bill 914 as “commonsense pieces of legislation that address these 
issues facing the disability community by requiring state-owned buildings and certain places of public accommodation, 
including auditoriums, convention centers, sports arenas and amusement parks to install and maintain at least one adult 
changing station.” She argued, “Adult changing facilities reduce the risk of injury to caregivers and allows individuals who 
require assistance to receive it in a space that is hygienic and allows for their privacy and dignity to be respected. Also, 
it enables those with disabilities to participate within their own communities and build their independence.” According to 
Abernethy, the costs range between $2,500 and $8,000, depending on the size.

Lisa Butler, the mother of a disabled child, commented, “My daughter and l being here today is a prime example of why 
the commonwealth of Pennsylvania needs to move forward with adult changing rooms.” She spoke of the impact the lack 
of changing facilities has had on her daughter, Sophie, and the rest of the members of her family. Butler said, “Not having 
access to take care of the simple needs of my daughter isolates us from the rest of our community, society and each other 
as a family unit.” She told lawmakers, “You have the power to move this legislation so that people, regardless of the level of 
need, have full access to the infrastructure in a public place.”

Chairman Bartolotta asked Butler where she has experienced a facility that has met her and her daughter’s needs. Butler 
responded, “To be totally honest, I have never come across that.” She added, “I think Pennsylvania can do a lot better than 
that.”

Chairman Bartolotta wanted to know how Arc assists with disabled veterans. Yost outlined how The Arc of Pennsylvania is 
currently building a Technology First coalition which would seek to make Pennsylvania a Technology First state, and they 
are hoping to make it a broad-based coalition including organizations representing the elderly, veterans, the disabled, the 
blind and the deaf.

Dr. Heidi Ondek, superintendent and executive director, Western Pennsylvania School for Blind Children, testified, “While 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) has made public places increasingly accessible over the past 30 years, the lack 
of adequate restroom facilities for children and adults with disabilities remains the number one obstacle that limits equitable 
access.” She asserted, “We believe that individuals with disabilities deserve the same opportunities as their non-disabled 
peers to exercise self-determination in a safe, supported environment that meets their basic human needs.” Dr. Ondek 
concluded, “Because of inadequate adult changing facilities, caretakers either change their loved one in the back seat 
of a vehicle or lay them on a yoga mat on a public restroom floor to attend to basic hygiene needs, oftentimes forced to 
compromise on cleanliness, privacy and dignity.”

Chairman Bartolotta asked Dr. Ondek to describe what a typical day is like for students at the school. Dr. Ondek outlined a 
typical day and the services the school provides to students.

James Mehaffey, Building Codes Subcommittee member, AIA Pennsylvania, explained, “As design professionals who 
are licensed to protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of this commonwealth, architects advocate for the 
accessibility of public spaces to the widest segment of the population as is practical.” He said, “AIA Pennsylvania believes a 
segment of the population would indeed benefit from the provisions of adult changing stations in places of public amusement 
and assembly.” Mehaffey expressed support for the intent of legislation. He cautioned, “However, prior to taking legislative 
action, we would implore the General Assembly to look at the processes already in place for making changes to Chapter ll 
of the International Building Code (IBC) and the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) standards.” Mehaffey pointed 
out, “AIA Pennsylvania generally opposes legislative changes, exemptions, or additions to the Uniform Construction Code 
(UCC) through the General Assembly.” He said, “We as an organization feel that a la carte revisions, additions or deletions 
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to the building codes adopted by and updated regularly by Act 45 of 1999 and most recently Act 36 of 2017 complicate the 
process that has already been established by statute.”

Regarding the proposed legislation, Mehaffey offered some observations from AIA Pennsylvania’s Building Codes 
subcommittee. He cautioned, “The inclusion of the term ‘places of public accommodation’ confuses the longstanding 
definition by the ADA, which we believe is far more inclusive than the intention of the proposed amendment and adds to the 
confusion.” Mehaffey observed, “Certainly, the provisions requiring adult changing stations are more straightforward for new 
construction.” He added, “However, the provisions for renovations will likely prove to be burdensome to facility owners in 
many situations.” Mehaffey said, “We have concerns with mandating adult changing stations for all alteration projects where 
a permit is required, or the cost of said alterations exceeds $10,000.” He explained, “A permit obtained for minor renovations 
unrelated to bathrooms or changing areas would trigger this proposed amendment, thus the facility owner would be required 
to find additional space for a restroom that does not currently exist in their plan.” Mehaffey testified, “In summary, while 
AIA Pennsylvania agrees that the inclusion of adult changing tables in large amusement and assembly facilities would be 
beneficial, we feel the mechanism by which the requirement would be included in the UCC would almost certainly provide 
for conflict and confusion with the model building codes and federal regulations already in place.” He concluded, “We would 
wholeheartedly support the inclusion of adult changing tables in the existing code development cycles of the model codes at 
the national level, so that their inclusion can be taken into account and coordinated with the accessibility codes and building 
codes already enforced.”

Chairman Bartolotta commented she understands AIA Pennsylvania generally opposes legislative changes to the UCC. 
She asked if sometimes legislation is necessary to establish important public policy in the UCC just to make it consistent. 
Mehaffey responded that he would be interested to know how much renovation was happening because the ANSI standards 
that they follow are in most cases stricter than the ADA. He explained that the legislation is unclear on when there are 
judgement calls that have to be made. Chairman Bartolotta commented on the importance of the committee hearing the 
views of the various stakeholders on the proposed legislation and the issues they believe need to be addressed.

Sen. Kearney asked if adult changing tables currently occur in the IBC. Mehaffey responded, “They do not.”

Stephen Swarney, executive director, AIA Pennsylvania, told the committee members, “The goal for us and our organization 
is we want Pennsylvania to lead on these issues and we just appreciate the opportunity to work with you to make this the 
best possible bill.” He added, “There is no reason Pennsylvania can’t be number one in ensuring the health, safety and 
welfare of every citizen.”

Sen. Iovino said it is her understanding California has passed legislation to accomplish something similar to Senate Bill 914, 
but they have not yet reached the date of compliance with it. Mehaffey responded that is his understanding. Swarney said 
AIA Pennsylvania will provide the committee with information on the California legislation.

The following provided written testimony:

•	 General Contractors Association of Pennsylvania.

Committee members were provided with the following supplemental information.
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Senate Health and Human Services Committee
10/23/19, 9:30 a.m., Hearing Room 1, North Office Building
By Harrison Cann, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee held a public hearing on the Medical Assistance Statewide Preferred Drug List.

Chairman Brooks began by stating that following Act 19 of 2019, the Department of Human Services (DHS) was required to 
conduct an analysis on the projected costs and rebates through the use of the uniform preferred drug list (PDL). She added 
that the purpose of the hearing is to hear about the report that was submitted to the General Assembly and to discuss steps 
being taken to mitigate any unexpected consequences of the change to a uniform statewide PDL.

Minority Chairman Haywood stated that drug prices have become a large issue and that the financial burden of medication 
is too high for individuals and taxpayers. He noted that close to $1 trillion is wasted in the health care industry and that there 
is a need to help taxpayers while still ensuring quality care.

Sally Kozak, deputy secretary, Office of Medical Assistance Programs, DHS, discussed the PDL analysis DHS was required 
to do by Act 19 of 2019. She stated that the PDL is a list of medications that are grouped into therapeutic classes based on 
how they work and what they treat, and that the Pharmacy and Therapeutics (P&T) Committee recommended which classes 
and drugs to include on the PDL based on their effectiveness, safety, outcomes, and cost-effectiveness. She asserted 
that creating a uniform statewide PDL would create consistent prescription and authorization guidelines with considerable 
savings for the state.

Kozak stated that about 945 of the 2,650 Medical Assistance-covered drugs will be on the PDL, and the managed care 
organizations (MCOs) will be permitted to require prior authorization when prescribing non-preferred drugs. She also noted 
that some medications will be “grandfathered” in so that they would not require prior authorization or a new prescription 
despite not being on the PDL, and that there would be a 60-day notice window for consumers to get a new prescription 
or prior authorization following a change in their medication. Concluding, she stated that the PDL will lower net pharmacy 
expenditures, assist providers in prescribing, support transparency with the public, and enable DHS to utilize federal drug 
rebates.

Dr. Mary Stock Keister, president, Pennsylvania Academy of Family Physicians (PAFP), described the effect the PDL would 
have on physicians and her concerns with the implementation process. She stated that about 250,000 prescriptions will be 
affected by the change and that requiring prior authorization can affect both patients and providers. She claimed that the 
95 percent compliance mandate would negatively impact providers’ ability to maximize treatment plans for patients, and 
that the 60-day notice window for changing medications is too narrow for patients to be able to see their physician and for 
providers to properly deal with the additional administrative tasks.

Concluding, Dr. Keister outlined PAFP’s recommendations for DHS, including: to delay implementation until January 1, 
2021, to allow providers to properly transition patients; to grandfather in all patients on a stable, effective treatment; to apply 
the statewide PDL to new prescriptions only; and to reduce the mandatory compliance rate for MCOs from 95 percent to 80 
percent.

Taylor Pruisner, director and senior consulting actuary, Wakely Consulting Group, detailed his experience in health actuarial 
consulting and expressed concerns with the information supplied in the DHS report as well as associated cost estimates 
from Mercer, the state’s rate setting actuary. He stated that the DHS analysis estimates a $21 million increase in gross 
pharmacy expenditures by MCOs, while the Mercer estimate suggests a $60 million reduction.

Pruisner added that the analyses fail to include or state that they considered seasonality, grandfathering assumptions, and 
more. He also claimed that other states he has worked with had much higher levels of documentation and transparency. 
He added that more information is needed to clarify the inconsistencies in the analyses and that this limited timeframe has 
made the review of the analyses more difficult.
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Chairman Brooks asked Dr. Keister if she is familiar with models other states are using for PDL. Dr. Keister responded that 
she does not know. Chairman Brooks asked Kozak if DHS has information from other states. Kozak responded that she 
can provide that.

Chairman Brooks asked if DHS knows about the same protocols that Pennsylvania used. Dr. Terri Cathers, pharmacy 
benefits manager, DHS, responded that the Pennsylvania model is closely aligned with Ohio’s model. Chairman Brooks 
asked what the differences are between Ohio’s and Pennsylvania’s models. Dr. Cathers responded that Ohio could have 
more or fewer classes of drugs, but the model itself is very similar.

Chairman Brooks asked Kozak why DHS’s full analysis was never provided to the committee when requested in May. Kozak 
responded that the analysis was not completed in May but that it was shared once it was done. Dr. Cathers commented 
that the original analysis used another state’s PDL and it was completed in March as a preliminary look. She added the P&T 
committee did not meet until June and July so the analysis provided from Act 19 would truly reflect the most current MCO 
rebate consideration and PDL analysis.

Sen. Ward asked if criteria for prescribing non-preferred treatments would be issued to physicians in order for them to know 
what designates a drug failure. Dr. Cathers responded that grandfathered classes will allow patients to not have to switch or 
get prior authorization. She noted that DHS did not name a number of “fail first” drugs for non-preferred prescribing criteria 
because some drugs may not be appropriate for individual patients, and that individual cases are up to the judgement of the 
medical professional. Sen. Ward asked if that applies to all types of chronic conditions. Dr. Cathers responded that it applies 
very often to PDL drug classes and stated that all MCOs will use the same prior authorization guidelines.

Sen. Ward asked for Dr. Keister’s opinion on that prescribing process. Dr. Keister responded that a PDL would help physicians 
know what medications are covered but that it could be difficult for physicians to make the case for their patient to stay on 
a certain medication during the prior authorization process. She expressed concern with the 95 percent compliance rate 
potentially causing an MCO or provider to lose money by allowing patients to stay with their current medications.

Chairman Brooks asked how long the prior authorization process takes. Dr. Cathers responded that federal law requires a 
24-hour turnaround time for requests.

Sen. Ward asked what communications have been made to community and chain pharmacies. Dr. Cathers responded that 
149,000 individuals will be required to make one change in medication and that about 40,000 will be required to make more 
than one change or prior authorization. She added that MCOs have numerous forms of communication with pharmacies, 
case managers, and providers.

Dr. Keister commented that the spread of information by DHS has been spotty at best. She added that she has not gotten 
any direct outreach or notifications from patients regarding potential changes. Dr. Cathers responded notifications would be 
sent out 60 days prior to implementation, meaning November 1 is when those would be sent out.

Chairman Brooks noted that it is misguided to make this transition in January during flu season when providers likely see 
more people attempting to come in. She added that with the past governor, consumers were the ones that suffered when 
Medical Assistance changes were made, and that poor planning now could result in the same thing.

Sen. Schwank asked how new drugs are added to the list. Dr. Cathers responded that if a new drug falls into a category, 
it would enter the PDL as non-preferred until it is reviewed by the P&T committee. She added that changes for new drugs 
would only be done once a year and that patients can still get it even if it is non-preferred, but it would not be preferred prior 
to committee discussion.

Sen. Schwank asked if a prior authorization drug would require a new prescription every 15 days. Dr. Cathers responded 
that a prior authorization would be evaluated based on how long the physician requests it and that an MCO could list a 
prescription for up to a year. Sen. Schwank asked if those authorization requests can all be done within 24 hours. Dr. Cathers 
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reiterated the 24-hour turnaround on authorizations has been required by federal law and that DHS has been doing so.

Sen. Schwank asked about the projected savings. Dr. Cathers responded that the MCOs’ agreements for 2020 have a 
proposed 95 percent compliance with the PDL. She added that DHS will monitor MCOs in the third quarter of 2020 for 
compliance. She noted that when a non-preferred medication is medically necessary it will not count against the compliance 
rate, and DHS will overview choices made, with financial sanctions as a last resort for compliance.

Dr. Cathers said that the PDL will be implemented on January 1 but physicians are still given six months to get prior 
authorization for any changes. Sen. Schwank stated that it seems like a difficult process and that she has concerns with 
losing federal Medicaid money because people will still need care.

Chairman Brooks asked if Dr. Keister has any comments on the implementation process. Dr. Keister responded that it is 
difficult to say but it is not uncommon for an organization to want to get a head start on changes before the six month period. 
She added that it could be a tough push for health care workers to get things straightened out in a reasonable amount of 
time. Chairman Brooks expressed concern that there are partners that are still learning about this process and suggested 
that more communication may be needed.

Sen. Muth asked what would happen if someone would not be able to get to their physician before January 1 to get prior 
authorization. Dr. Cathers responded that MCO agreements included a provision that allows for a patient to get a 15-day 
supply of their original medication when going for a refill after January 1 if the patient needs prior authorization for it. She 
added that if the patient is picking up a new medication starting after January 1, the individual can get a 72-hour supply of 
it before getting authorization.

Sen. Muth asked how many patients will need to see their physician to get authorization. Dr. Cathers responded that some 
patients may require an office visit, but some may be able to make changes without an office visit. She noted that if a 
specialist is hard to get a visit with, the MCO can work with the prescriber and patient to prescribe them until they get an 
office visit.

Sen. Muth asked if there is a way to tell how many people with certain medications would require an office visit. Dr. 
Cathers responded that it will depend on the medical history of an individual and would be up to the prescriber. Dr. Keister 
commented that she would want to see patients using controlled substances to be able to do an office visit before going 
through any change. She added that identifying patients is best done at the physician or employer level and that they are 
working to help patients before January 1.

Sen. Muth asked if there is a state law that requires any specific requirements regarding changes with controlled-substance 
patients. Dr. Keister responded that controlled-substance patients typically require three-month checks and that any changes 
need to be monitored closely.

Chairman Brooks asked if DHS will ensure the extra costs or administrative fees from the transition will not be transferred 
to MCOs and affect consumers. Kozak responded that MCOs already have the infrastructure in place to deal with formulary 
changes, so there should not be a large administrative impact. Chairman Brooks stated that there should be a conversation 
about potential extra costs to ensure that patients will not be affected through pricing or care.

Pruisner commented that a lot of the analysis was on the prescription drugs but not the total impact of the transition. Kozak 
responded that the rate setting process is actuarially sound and has taken in historical costs. Chairman Brooks asked if 
Kozak could get back to the committee if administrative costs and other total impact costs were taken into consideration. 
Kozak responded yes. Pruisner commented that actuaries are kept under strict guidelines and that he has not seen enough 
documentation to prove the analysis was actuarially sound.

Sen. Street asked how there is a significant difference between the MCOs and DHS analyses. Dr. Cathers responded that 
MCOs self-report rebate information, so DHS relies on MCOs to relay that information.
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Sen. Street asked how DHS has different analyses if they are using the same rebate numbers, and stressed that there is no 
way someone should be losing money during this change.

Chairman Haywood asked if there is a January 1, 2020, deadline for patients to see their physician to get a prescription 
evaluation. Dr. Cathers responded that MCOs need to implement the PDL on January 1, but a patient who gets a refill prior 
to that date needs to see their physician or get authorization before getting their next refill following January 1.

Chairman Haywood asked what would happen if the implementation was delayed six months or a year. Dr. Cathers 
responded that new drugs would come out during that time and would require more changes. She added that more letters 
would have to be sent out to remind patients of potential changes as well. Chairman Haywood asked what an 80 percent 
compliance rate would mean for the program. Dr. Cathers responded that it would not make much of a difference but that 
the 95 percent compliance was chosen for the fee-for-service model because it would create the largest savings.

Dr. Keister agreed that there would be some financial implications if the compliance rate was changed. She added that 95 
percent is a high compliance rate, and that other medications she prescribes now have compliance rates between 60 to 
75 percent. Chairman Brooks asked what a compliance rate change would mean for a patient. Dr. Keister responded that 
patients would not be affected and it is up to physicians to determine the best medication for the person regardless of the 
compliance. She stated that 95 percent would be a great long-term goal, but right now it would require physicians to do a lot 
of prior authorizations and to get people into the office during the winter.

Chairman Brooks asked what triggers are in place to gauge what is happening and to stop to make changes after January 
1. Dr. Cathers responded that failures should not happen because MCOs have been making changes throughout the 
process. She added that MCOs are contacted regarding denied prior authorizations. Chairman Brooks commented that 
policy changes always result in unforeseen impacts and that patient care needs to be the priority.

Kozak commented that DHS has a robust complaint system and that there is a level of detection to trigger when something 
is going wrong. Sen. Ward expressed concern with communication between providers and patients and asked what the 
process will be for educating stakeholders. Dr. Cathers responded that there is a comprehensive plan in place to begin 
notifying patients on November 1. She added that DHS has been working closely with the consumer advisory group and 
has taken into consideration that they wanted early notification that follows an easy to understand template. She stated 
that MCOs agreed to all of those consumer requests and that everyone involved will get notices of changes and any new 
medications that become available.

Chairman Brooks asked how many MCOs and physicians were involved in the planning process. Dr. Cathers responded 
that all MCOs have representatives that are in the P&T committee and that medical professionals that have served Medicaid 
populations have been involved. She stated that this is the first physician she has heard of that does not approve of the PDL 
transition.

Dr. Keister commented that she is not against it but has concerns the implementation process will hinder a seamless 
transition.

Committee members also received written testimony from Reading Pediatrics and the Pennsylvania Health Law Project.
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Senate Finance Committee
10/23/19, 10:00 a.m., Room 8E-A, East Wing
By Matt Hess, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider bills.

SB 74 Martin, Scott - (PN 339) Amends the Tax Reform Code adding a new article establishing a tax credit to be granted 
to a business firm that meets the requirements of the legislation for the purpose of funding pediatric cancer research in 
Pennsylvania. Requires contributions received by a pediatric cancer research center from a business firm to be used 
exclusively for pediatric cancer research. Provides for availability of tax credits and for the duties of the Department of 
Revenue. Further provides the total aggregate amount of all tax credits approved shall not exceed $10 million in a fiscal 
year. Also provides a tax credit may not be approved in excess of $2.5 million in a fiscal year for contributions to any one 
pediatric cancer research center. This new article shall apply to taxable years beginning after December 31, 2019. Effective 
in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.

Sen. Scott Martin (R-Lancaster), prime sponsor of the bill, was joined by a constituent, Noelle Weinhold, who is a pediatric 
cancer survivor. He explained that the United States is running out of critical pediatric cancer drugs, there is no suitable 
replacement, and children are often receiving the same types of treatment as adults. “Less than four percent of cancer 
research dollars are dedicated to researching childhood cancers and developing new cures. There is a huge need,” he 
stated.

Sen. Pat Browne (R-Lehigh) questioned why the credit is not refundable or transferable. Sen. Martin said he is open to 
changing it.

Minority Chairman John Blake (D-Lackawanna) thanked Weinhold for attending the meeting and spoke in support of the 
legislation.
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House Appropriations Committee
10/23/19, 11:30 a.m., Room 140 Main Capitol
By Matt Hess, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider bills.

HB 1786 Sainato, Chris - (PN 2376) Amends Title 35 (Health & Safety), in incentives for municipal volunteers of fire 
companies and nonprofit emergency medical services agencies, establishing the First Responder Loan Forgiveness 
Program to provide up to $16,000 in debt forgiveness for individuals who serve in eligible positions for four years. Effective 
in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.

HB 1816 Culver, Lynda - (PN 2473) Amends Title 35 (Health and Safety) increasing loan limits of the Volunteer Loan 
Assistance Program (VLAP) and establishing annual inflation adjustments of loan limits based on the Consumer Price Index 
for All Urban Consumers in the Northeast Region. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed.
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Senate Appropriations Committee
10/23/19, 11:45 a.m., Rules Committee Conference Room
By Robert Cochran, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The committee met to consider legislation.

SB 905 Browne, Patrick - (PN 1256) The Capital Budget Project Itemization Act of 2019-20 provides for the capital budget 
for fiscal year 2019-20, itemizes various public improvement projects, authorizes the incurring of debt without the approval 
of electors for financing projects, authorizes the use of current revenue for the purpose of financing projects and provides 
appropriations. Effective immediately. - The bill was passed over.
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Medical Assistance Advisory Committee
10/24/19, 10:00 a.m., Lecture Hall 246,248, Temple University Harrisburg, 234 Strawberry Square
By Harrison Cann and Sheri Melnick, Pennsylvania Legislative Services

The Medical Assistance Advisory Committee (MAAC) held its regular monthly meeting.

Chairman Russ McDaid was joined by the following individuals in October’s MAAC meeting:

•	 Kathy Cubit, Center for Advocacy for the Rights and Interests of the Elderly

•	 Sally Kozak, deputy secretary, Office of Medical Assistance Programs

•	 Deborah Ann Shoemaker, Pennsylvania Psychiatric Society

•	 Laval Miller-Wilson, Pennsylvania Health Law Project

•	 Jamie Buchenauer, director, Fee-for-Service Programs

•	 Joseph Glinka, Gateway Health

•	 Minta Livengood, Indiana County Welfare Rights

•	 Nick Watsula, UPMC for You

•	 Sonia Brookins, Philadelphia Welfare Rights Organization

•	 Terri Cathers, pharmacy director, OMAP

•	 Kevin Hancock, deputy secretary, OLTL

•	 Kelly Leite, Penn State Hershey Pediatrics

•	 Kendra Snuffer, chief of staff of OMHSAS

•	 Jeff Bechtel, Hospital & Healthsystem Association of Pennsylvania

•	 Terri Henning, CEO, Pennsylvania Homecare Association
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•	 Linda Litton, vice chair, Managed Long-Term Services and Supports Subcommittee

Henning asked to amend the attendance of last month’s meeting to not include Vicki Hoak, who was not in attendance. 
Following the amendment, the minutes from the September MAAC meeting were unanimously approved.

OFFICE OF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS (OMAP) UPDATE:
Kozak began by stating that the HealthChoices request for applications (RFA) was released last Tuesday and that the pre-
proposal conference is scheduled November 5, prior to the solicitation deadline of December 17. She said that the 2019 
HealthChoices agreement is available at healthchoices.pa.gov, but the 2020 agreement has not been signed yet and will be 
available online upon completion.

She added that the Department of Human Services (DHS) hired a new dental director and that the director position is shared 
with the Department of Health (DOH). McDaid commented that it would be great for the new dental director to meet with the 
departments and discuss strategies going forward.

Kozak stated that there was a meeting yesterday in the Senate Health and Human Services Committee on the statewide 
preferred drug list (PDL). She noted that there will be another hearing on October 28 about the Medical Assistance 
Transportation Program (MATP) to discuss the ongoing analysis on the effects of MATP changes with the Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT), the Department of Aging, and the County Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania (CCAP). 
She added that the analysis is expected to be submitted to the legislature by the end of December.

Kozak concluded by mentioning the state’s ongoing investment in home visiting. She stated that managed care organizations 
(MCOs) will be developing evidence to inform home visit programs.

Cathers provided an update on PDL. She stated that the Medical Assistance (MA) provider bulletin was published on 
October 10 and that it contained the updated PDL. She noted that MCOs have all reported their impacted member counts 
and that about 149,741 individuals covered by MA will have at least one drug change with the PDL implementation. She 
added that about 39,000 of those individuals will have more than one drug change.

On the topic of prescription changes, Cathers stated that MCOs shared their plans to communicate with patients, pharmacies, 
and prescribers, including advanced member notices and managed care enlistments. She added that patients with three 
or more changes in case management will receive managed care to actively work with their prescription changes. She 
noted that MCOs are also hosting webinars with pharmacies, posting newsletters on their website, and issuing point-of-sale 
notices for non-preferred drug sales.

Cathers also stated that MCOs are posting the PDL and prior authorization guidelines on their websites as well as doing 
outreach calls to providers and enlisting provider representatives to visit prescriber offices.

Cubit asked how many Community HealthChoices (CHC) members will be impacted in phase three. Cathers responded that 
those moving into zone three are primarily fee-for-service (FFS) members and that 303 are going to have at least one drug 
change, while 10 will have more than one drug change.

Miller-Wilson questioned the commitment of MCOs to share information with members and pharmacies and asked how 
DHS plans on monitoring outreach. Cathers responded that MCOs have not been given a deadline to communicate with 
providers but that there is no reason DHS cannot ask MCOs to begin outreach now and for DHS to verify their websites and 
outreach communications have been updated.

Miller-Wilson asked if Cathers is saying DHS can or will monitor outreach. Cathers responded that it will. Miller-Wilson asked 
if plan compliance will be monitored. Cathers responded that MCOs are expected to implement the PDL in their claims 
processing systems starting January 1, including the prior authorization requirements. She noted that MCOs currently make 

http://www.healthchoices.pa.gov/
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formulary changes often, much less than that of the annual changes to the new PDL.

Cathers stated that the formulary changes are nothing new but that MCOs have expressed concerns with the 95 percent 
compliance rate for the PDL. She noted that the compliance rate does not mean MCOs are to deny medically necessary 
non-preferred drugs. She also confirmed that an MCO would not be penalized for giving a prior authorization for a non-
preferred drug for a patient that cannot get to their physician before needing medication.

Cathers added that MCOs can be penalized if they do not implement a PDL system because it will benefit prescribers and 
patients in the long run. She reiterated that everyone will have access to the same medication and that formulary changes 
will only happen once a year, instead of monthly or quarterly changes MCOs do now.

Glinka asked Miller-Wilson why an MCO would want to slow-walk notifications pertaining to a significant program change. 
Miller-Wilson responded that MCOs are doing a lot and that they are interested in communications with consumers. He 
added that MCOs will have suggestions for the template notice letters but he stressed the importance of the provider 
community being the safety net for unaware consumers. He claimed that he does not know how many providers are aware 
of the PDL changes.

Cathers responded that if a provider is an MA prescriber they would be notified. Miller-Wilson commented that the speed 
of notification for providers matters because consumers and providers need to have an open communication regarding 
changes.

Glinka noted that his organization is committed to notifying members but he can only hope other MCOs think the same 
way. He added that he has no doubt that DHS will hold MCOs accountable. Kozak commented that DHS has not heard 
anything from MCOs that they would want to or would benefit from sabotaging the implementation process. She stated that 
it would increase complaints and grievances and they would not want that. She noted that MCOs have been good partners 
throughout the process and that she does not expect them to go against the implementation process.

McDaid asked about the notification process for pharmacies. Cathers responded that starting on January 1, chain and 
independent drug stores will implement the PDL and learn how to help consumers. McDaid asked if there is a grace period 
for authorization of medically necessary drugs. Cathers responded that a physician would submit a notice of the non-
preferred prescription and make the case for why the patient cannot take another medication in that class. She added that 
temporary supplies have to be sent out to pharmacies for a 15-day supply for those continuing their current medication, and 
a 72-hour supply for those starting a new non-preferred after January 1.

Kozak clarified that not everyone will have to get new refills on January 1, but that the prescription changes will need to be 
dealt with whenever an individual goes for a refill following January 1. Cathers noted that people with longer refills may not 
have to get prior authorization until March, and added that other medications that are not taken chronically may not need a 
refill after January 1.

An audience member asked how patients, specifically those with behavioral health prescriptions, will be informed about 
grandfathered classes of drugs. Cathers responded that she does not know about the notification process for medications 
that are non-preferred but grandfathered in. She added that there is no reason to alarm a patient about a change in the 
preferred drug if their prescription is grandfathered in because they would not need a prior authorization.

Shoemaker stated that her providers know about the PDL but have not been entirely informed on the implementation and 
prescription process. Miller-Wilson asked if Shoemaker’s provider network is being notified about the PDL. Shoemaker 
responded that her providers have been notified but she does not know if they are reading the notices.

Glinka stated that considering the previous accessibility issues with dentists in the Medicaid program, he would like to see 
a potential strategy from the new dental director. Kozak responded that with the dental director working in two departments 
she will be able to help implement a broader plan. Glinka reiterated that Medicaid access in the dental community is difficult. 
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McDaid noted that one clinician looking over a broad area of coverage is great and that he would welcome that collaboration 
on strategy.

An audience member asked if a letter is going to be provided to the legislature to show the progress of the MATP report. 
Kozak responded that DHS is on target to issue the preliminary analysis to the legislature by the end of the month. Bechtel 
asked if the 2018 agreement has been removed. Kozak responded that 2019 is online.

OFFICE OF LONG-TERM LIVING UPDATE (OLTL):
Hancock provided an update on phase three implementation of CHC. He stated that phase three implementation is focusing 
on comprehensive participant communication, robust readiness review, provider communication and training, pre-transition 
and plan selection for phase three participants, and incorporation of southwest and southeast implementation and launch 
lessons learned. He noted that challenges, primarily in rural areas, are transportation, geography, participant outreach and 
electronic visit verification (EVV) implementation.

He highlighted that the deadline for plan selection is November 13 and that members that have not selected a plan will be 
auto-assigned after that. He added members will still be able to select a plan following auto-assignment until December 20. 
He stated that there was a 40 percent auto-assignment rate for the first two phases but that there is a lot more outreach in 
this phase to educate and assist members.

Hancock stated that homecare providers have been notified regarding EVV and that the information sessions were very well 
attended. He asserted that Pennsylvania is further ahead than most states across the country with outreach and stressed 
that they do not want provider payment interruptions.

Hancock then outlined the phase three health care facilities. He stated that there are 318 nursing facilities, with AmeriHealth 
Caritas having 240, Pennsylvania Health and Wellness having 166, and University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) 
having 261. He noted that anyone receiving nursing care from a Medicaid facility will be grandfathered in on January 1, even 
if the final contracts with the three MCOs are not finalized. For hospitals, he added, there are 93 total, with AmeriHealth 
Caritas having 82, Pennsylvania Health and Wellness having 59, and UPMC having 61. He claimed that every indication 
shows that all three MCOs will sign onto contracts but the contract talks are still underway.

Hancock stressed that it is incredibly important that Medicaid-participating hospitals work with all three MCOs in the program 
when considering the number of potential auto-assigned members. He added that there is a 60-day transition period for 
people receiving care but he expects Medicaid hospitals to participate with CHC networks.

McDaid asked if Pennsylvania Health and Wellness and UPMC are facing challenges with getting as many facilities on 
board as AmeriHealth Caritas. Hancock that CHC is engaged and in conversations with the systems. Glinka asked if access 
to hospitals pertains to pre-plan admissions or emergency services. Hancock responded that emergency services will not 
be limited. He noted that 93 percent of CHC members are dually eligible for Medicare and Medicaid and that hospital access 
would not pertain to them as much, but that the focus is to finalize the contracts for everyone.

Hancock noted that information can be found at enrollchc.com and he detailed the provider summits and information 
sessions. He stated that additional provider summits were on October 8 at Clarion University for the northwest zone, 
October 21 at Marywood University for the northeast zone, and that the last one is on October 28 at Kutztown University for 
the Lehigh/Capitol zone.

At the information sessions, he stated, an overview of CHC is to be provided in the morning before breakout sessions in the 
afternoon. He noted that the breakout sessions will now include transportation as a topic in addition to the existing topics.

On participant information sessions, he continued that Aging Well has completed 72 sessions with more than 3,000 total 
participants. He added that 11 more sessions will be offered by the Pennsylvania Centers for Independent Living, and that 
the next session is on October 28.

https://www.enrollchc.com/
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Hancock then discussed grassroots outreach, stating that DHS is collaborating with a vendor for more grassroots outreach 
activities, including community outreach events, stakeholder roundtables, and marketing campaigns.

He noted that more information can be found at healthchoices.pa.gov, and that conversations with attendees at information 
sessions have been very constructive for CHC.

Henning asked if there is any grace period with EVV. Hancock responded that the beginning is January 1, 2020, but an 
individual would need federal approval for something different. Henning asked if it would apply to caregivers in Pennsylvania. 
Hancock responded he would not know at this point but that there are still ongoing conversations. He added that electronic 
verification is still required for services and that meeting the federal requirement could result in up to a $1 billion match, so 
it has to be taken seriously.

Henning asked if there are issues with the enrollment broker. Hancock responded that CHC wanted in-home visits to be in 
the front of the process but that the broker underestimated that volume. He added that the requirement is to do a home visit 
within seven days of initial contact and that the backlog is supposed to be done by November 7.

Glinka asked if EVV awareness is due to a lack of broadband coverage. Hancock responded that CHC is working with 
partners.

Miller-Wilson commented that he is appreciative of CHC taking the time to hear from those in the southeast and including 
them in the information sessions. He asked if the issue with home visits is statewide. Hancock responded that the southeast 
is difficult with the number of people but that the home visits are supposed to be done by November 7.

An audience member asked if any waiver amendments include providing transportation. Hancock responded that there is 
language in the waiver that allows for some transportation but CHC is working to see if any language needs to be added to 
ensure the terms are properly included.

OFFICE OF MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES (OMHSAS) UPDATE:
Snuffer provided information about the integrated care summit on October 30 and noted that it will include updates to DHS 
staff, the identification of best practices and best performers, and discussions for quality reviews. She remarked that there 
is an assistant outpatient treatment (AOS) webinar scheduled for November 8. Snuffer stated that the last regional forum 
for intensive behavioral health services (IBHS) will take place on November 14 in Allentown. She remarked that the last 
statewide webinar is scheduled for November 20 and asserted that participants will need to register in advance.

Snuffer noted that OMHSAS received a $1.3 million grant to increase access to the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. 
She stated that the current Pennsylvania in-state answer rate is low and that the goal is to increase that rate to 70 percent 
and eventually 90 percent. She remarked that OMHSAS is collaborating with three partners to reach those goals.

Snuffer spoke about the forensic waitlist and noted that as of October 18 the average number of days on the waitlist has 
decreased from over a year to three days.

Snuffer explained that OMHSAS has difficulty assessing behavioral health services in CHC because of a lack of access to 
Medicare data. She asserted that OMHSAS is missing information about 54 percent of individuals with a primary behavioral 
health diagnosis. She noted that “without medical data, numbers are not accurate” and indicated that OMHSAS is working 
on getting those numbers.

Cubit commented on a “positive change” in CHC for people who are homebound and in nursing facilities. She asserted 
that as the behavioral health managed care organizations (BHMCOs) are getting paid, “it would be helpful to see their 
impact and what they have been able to do with this population.” Snuffer noted that OMHSAS is hosting sessions about the 
importance of providing services to the homebound and those in nursing facilities.

http://www.healthchoices.pa.gov/
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Miller-Wilson asked about suicide prevention and the partnership with Thomas Jefferson University. Snuffer responded that 
Thomas Jefferson University is “crunching the data” for DHS.

Glinka noted that Pennsylvania is one of several states that received a $48 billion opioid settlement. He asked Snuffer if 
she knew how the proceeds from that settlement would be used. Snuffer responded that OMHSAS “has not had those 
conversations yet.”

McDaid spoke about his attendance at some behavioral health breakout sessions and noted that providers were concerned 
about transportation for residents of nursing facilities. He remarked that the coordination of care is very complicated, 
especially as it applies to behavioral health issues with nursing home residents.

Litton commented that people do not always understand what the term “behavioral health” actually means.

Lloyd Wertz, Family Training and Advocacy Center, remarked that at the last Managed Long-Term Services and Supports 
(MLTSS) meeting there were discussions about an initiative in Allegheny County. He noted that “it was wonderful to hear that 
there is collaboration among the departments and among the CHC implementation in that particular county with county staff 
involved.” He opined that it would be helpful to “replicate” that initiative in other areas of the state, especially Philadelphia.

OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENTAL PROGRAMS (ODP) UPDATE:
Julie Mochon, director for the Division of Policy for ODP, explained that there is a 36-month plan to prepare for the closure 
of White Haven and Polk State Centers. She noted that there are 194 people residing at Polk and 112 residents at White 
Haven. She remarked that there are 1,179 total employees at both facilities. Mochon asserted that ODP has been continuing 
with transition activities, which include human resources meetings with staff and meetings with family members to help them 
understand the options available to the community. She noted that some residents of the centers have resided there for 
many decades and that “community options have changed” since some residents began living at the state centers.

Mochon explained that ODP matches providers with residents for those residents who want to live in the community. She 
noted that there is “significant controversy over the closings” and stated that both the House and the Senate have held 
hearings regarding the closure. Mochon remarked that proposed legislation to issue a moratorium on the closures was 
introduced in the House (HB 1918) and in the Senate (SB 906) and she mentioned that both bills have been voted out 
of committee. She explained that the bills establish a moratorium on closure until the 13,000 people on the home and 
community-based services (HCBS) waiver waiting list have received their waivers and are no longer on the waitlist. She 
noted that the legislation also provides for the establishment of a task force that would review closure plans once the waitlist 
is eliminated.

Litton asked if Pennsylvania has homes for up to five people for those residents who need to transition into the community. 
Mochon responded that the total number of persons in a home is limited to four people. She asserted that when DHS closed 
the Hamburg Center, they opened homes for people in the center who had close relationships with one another. Mochon 
noted that DHS has also learned that staff at the state centers has expressed an interest in becoming life sharers.

McDaid noted that there was “a pretty intensive follow-up” after the closure of Hamburg.

When asked what would happen if someone wanted to be served in the community and leave a state center, Mochon 
explained that any person who wants to leave a state center would not go on a waiting list.

McDaid asked if legislative affairs staff at DHS is concerned about the passage of the bills. Mochon explained that DHS staff 
is “concerned” about the bills which have already passed out of committee.

McDaid urged stakeholders to reach out to let MAAC staff know if there are concerns so that they can advise DHS Secretary 
Teresa Miller.

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB01918&Session=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB00906&Session=19R
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Mochon noted that ODP published regulations on October 5, which provide for serving about 40,000 people. She explained 
that these regulations create Chapter 6100, which would replace Chapter 51, and include program and fiscal rules for 
services provided in facilities and in the home. She asserted that these regulations also align with the licensing chapters, 
including Chapter 2380 and 2390, 6400, and 6500.

Mochon explained that upon publication of the regulations, some immediate changes enable providers to receive payment 
when a person leaves a care home for home visits or medical treatment. Other immediate changes, according to Mochon, 
include documentation of claims and progress notes and making ODP responsible for refreshing the data used to develop 
the rates every three years. She noted that there will be a webinar on enforcement and remarked that ODP will communicate 
dates when new dates have been added.

Mochon asserted that ODP is setting a size implementation on community participation support rehabilitation for adult 
training facilities and vocational facilities. She stated that if there is enrollment after January 1, 2020, facilities can serve no 
more than 25 people at any given time, including those funded through an independent funding source.

Mochon noted that changes not effective upon publication will take place within 120 days, which is February 1, 2020. 
She explained that agency choice changes, vendor services changes, and organized health delivery services have been 
delayed. She asserted that these are the most changes that ODP has implemented within the past 30 years and remarked 
that ODP intends to use the updates for training and technical assistance the first year following implementation. She 
commented that licensure would not be revoked the first year after implementation unless “there are egregious health and 
safety issues.

Henning asked about the date for implementation. Mochon responded that it was delayed until February 1, 2020.

Miller-Wilson commented that OLTL and ODP have a “high number” of people who require in-home services. He remarked 
that it might be helpful to provide updates about these at the December meeting.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

Fee-For-Service Subcommittee:
The Fee-For-Service subcommittee did not meet since August. The next Fee-For-Service subcommittee meeting will be 
held on November 13, 2019, at 10:00 a.m. at the Commonwealth Tower, Harrisburg.

Consumer Subcommittee:
Miller-Wilson remarked about the issues that arose during the listening session. He asserted that there are concerns that 
CHC does not have sufficient services for people with intellectual disabilities and noted that these people are eligible to 
receive services through CHC because they have a dual diagnosis, which also includes physical disabilities.

Miller-Wilson stated that there is an ongoing problem with balance billing and asserted that those who have received a dual 
diagnosis should not be balance billed.

Miller-Wilson spoke about the challenges with visual impairment and noted that a blind CHC member had difficulty when 
receiving communications from her providers. He also referenced problems with home modifications and the challenges 
consumers experience with MCOs and getting information to go ahead with home modifications. He encouraged people to 
look at the CHC PowerPoint on the listserv, which answers questions about the person-centered service process, the world 
of service coordinators, data about compliance and service plans, and plan alignment.

The next Consumer Subcommittee meeting will be held on December 11, 2019, at 1:00 p.m. at the Health and Welfare 
Building, Harrisburg.

Long-Term Services and Supports Subcommittee:
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Cubit explained that they received an update from Chuck Quinnan, executive director, Pennsylvania Long-Term Care 
Council, about the council’s direct-care blueprint. She noted that there are slides on Long-Term Services and Supports 
MAAC website. Cubit pointed out that the enrollment services RFA is expected to be released by the end of the year. Cubit 
remarked that there were 38 comments on the draft RFA and asserted that some of the comments discussed ways to 
improve the initial visit by using case managers as a point of contact during the enrollment process. She also indicated that 
other commentators expressed concern that the functional eligibility determination (FED) assessment may make the initial 
visit too long for some applicants and recommended that an additional visit be factored into the RFA.

Cubit stated that there was also discussion about the independent enrollment broker and the initial visit. She asserted that 
problems occurred when applicants had already completed part of the process through the previous system, which was not 
reflected when the enrollment broker visited the home. She noted that Maximus has come up with a compliance plan by 
hiring more staff to reach out to consumers for delayed appointments.

Cubit commented that there was a presentation about DHS metrics, which included information about enrollment data. She 
asserted that there was also discussion related to the fact that county assistance offices’ workers are closing cases because 
they cannot meet the 45-day deadline and noted that the Office of Income Maintenance (OIM) is trying to minimize that 
problem.

Cubit remarked that the committee reviewed information about FED data from April 1, 2019, through September 2019. She 
noted that the number of FED assessments completed were 54,104, those returned were 46,281, and those presented for 
physician review were 5,128.

The Long-Term Services and Supports Subcommittee will meet next at 10 a.m. on December 11 at the Rachel Carson State 
Office Building, Harrisburg.

Managed Care Delivery System Subcommittee:
Glinka remarked that Vicki Hoak is now retired and noted that Jennifer Basom will be replacing Jonathan Encarnacion, 
UPMC for You. He stated that Dr. Dale Adair is currently the medical director of OMHSAS. Glinka pointed out that the 
new DHS regulations will go into effect in January 2020. He explained that the goals and priorities were highlighted in the 
September meeting and commented that DHS has a new dental director.

Glinka noted that Sec. Miller is “very passionate about creating a pathway out of poverty” and stated that the legislature had 
discussions about work requirements. He remarked that DHS wants to make sure that someone has a “dignified pathway 
out of poverty.”

Glinka explained that the MATP final update report is due on December 28 and noted Mercer will compile the report instead 
of DHS. He said, “Nothing definitive in terms of outcomes is known once the legislature receives the study.”

Glinka remarked that the number of newly-eligible MA recipients is 685,646, which is a decrease of 7,000 from the previous 
month’s meeting. He said, “We don’t know where they are going and hope that they do have insurance.” He noted that Laurie 
Rock, director, Bureau of Managed Care Operations, DHS, highlighted the 2020 physical HealthChoices amendments, which 
will have “an increased emphasis on value-based payment strategies.” He commented that the MCO provider committee 
will graduate from a 7.5 percent to a 30 percent threshold now and will go from 30 percent to 50 percent in 2020.

Glinka stated that the “floor will be raised” regarding pay for performance. He said, “DHS will stretch plans to achieve at a 
higher level, and the beneficiaries will be consumers and taxpayers.” He explained that Hepatitis C drugs were put into a 
high-risk pool because of the expense and noted that because of the decreased costs, they will be removed out of the risk 
pool.

With regards to pediatric shift nursing summits, Glinka noted that there have been five workgroups and that Deloitte has 
been retained to keep workgroups on task with their 30, 60, and 90-day plans. Glinka remarked that the subcommittee will 
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monitor discussions within workgroups and complement the efforts. He noted that, relative to the integrated care program 
(ICP), the subcommittee was using ICP as a platform to see what opportunities there were to improve performance and 
the quality-of-care delivery within that program. He said, “We will have regular reports out as far as what happens in those 
workgroups and will try to identify complementary efforts.”

Glinka explained that the dental stakeholder workgroup made recommendations to MAAC, which were then adopted by 
DHS. He asserted that the proposals provide for dissemination across all provider groups and noted that feedback from 
dental providers shows that there have been no issues with the implementation of the protocol, which has been in effect for 
almost a year.

Glinka stated that a current issue involves the amount of time to get a provider’s clinical assistance identification number, 
which is “essential” for credentialing. He noted that DHS is “working diligently” to decrease that time, which is currently 60 
days.

The Managed Care Delivery System Subcommittee will meet next on December 5 at 10:00 a.m. at the Commonwealth 
Tower.

Managed Long-Term Services and Supports Subcommittee:
Litton remarked that the Long-Term Care Council Report is a blueprint for strengthening the direct-care workforce. She 
noted that there was a vote on October 2, which provides for an examination of the direct-care workforce. She explained that 
OLTL provided CHC participant training, which is also available at healthchoices.pa.gov and addresses participants who are 
dual-eligible for Medicaid and Medicare. Litton stated that trainings for those receiving waiver services include information 
about CHC, dual eligibility, living in a facility, and next steps.

Litton explained that the subcommittee received information about phase three provider networks and the number of nursing 
facility providers and hospital providers for each MCO. She noted that nursing facility and hospital contracts are in process 
and that the MCOs continue to conduct trainings for those providers enrolled in phase three zones.

Litton commented that the subcommittee had guest speakers from Community Behavioral Health (CBH) who provided 
information about the mission, vision, CHC, community-based services, and nursing facilities. She stated that a BHMCO 
from Allegheny County provided information regarding DHS and the county’s population available under Medicare. Litton 
noted that the BHMCO discussed collaboration between supporting CHC members, an increase in the use of behavioral 
services in CHC, and data regarding the behavioral health nursing facility transition and diversion program.

Litton remarked that there was a subcommittee report on transportation services at CHC concerning the payment and 
coordination of transportation for participants in nursing facilities, those receiving HCBS waivers, and nursing facility 
ineligible and dual-eligible participants.

Litton noted that MATP provided an update on an MATP study, which will be reported in draft version on October 28. 
She remarked that MATP also provided information from a July workgroup and their financial data as well as the current 
MATP broker model. She commented that the three MCOs provided information regarding their approach to non-medical 
transportation for phase three zones. She stated that the MCOs are updating and building their provider networks in the 
phase three zones and asserted that a family or friend registered with the MCO broker might be reimbursed for mileage. 
Litton commented that the MCOs and transportation brokers will continue to look at transportation options and broker 
provider networks.

Litton remarked that the committee discussed the life program transportation with providers, explaining all emergency and 
non-emergency medical transportation services covered by the life program which does not use MATP.

The Managed Long-Term Services and Supports Subcommittee will meet next at 10 a.m. on November 6 at 333 Market 
Street, Harrisburg.

http://www.healthchoices.pa.gov/
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Pharmacy Documents:
Buchenauer provided information about Medical Assistance bulletins. She noted that there were 15 prior authorizations for 
pharmacy services that were released since the last meeting. She asserted that the two bulletins of note included updates 
to the sterilization consent form and prior authorization feedback for pharmacy documents.

New or Old Business Related to MAAC:
Cubit noted that the Department of Aging is holding a statewide Alzheimer’s forum and encouraged those interested to 
contact her.

Click here to view pharmacy documents and additional materials from the meeting.

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/communitypartners/informationforadvocatesandstakeholders/
medicalassistanceadvisorycommitteemaac/index.htm

Common terms: 
Area Agency on Aging (AAA)
Behavioral Health Managed Care Organization (BHMCO)
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
Centers of Excellence (COE)
Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC)
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
Community HealthChoices (CHC)
Community Hospital Integration Projects Program (CHIPP)
Dual-Eligible Special Needs Plans (D-SNP)
Fee-for-service (FFS)
HealthChoices
Managed Care Organization (MCO)
Living Independence for the Elderly (LIFE)
Long-term services and supports (LTSS)
Managed care delivery system (MCDS)
Managed long-term services and supports (MLTSS)
Medical Assistance (MA)
Office of Developmental Programs (ODP)
Office of Long-Term Living (OLTL)
Office of Medical Assistance Programs (OMAP)
Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (OMHSAS)
Person/Family Directed Support Waiver (P/FDS)

 
Bullet.in.Points

DOH: NEWBORN SCREENING AND FOLLOW-UP TECHNICAL ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
The Department of Health’s Newborn Screening and Follow-Up Technical Advisory Board will hold a public meeting on 
Tuesday, November 19, 2019, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the upper level of Giant Food Store, 3301 Trindle Road, Camp Hill. 
Additional information can be found on the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

DOH: ORGAN DONATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
The Department of Health’s Organ Donation Advisory Committee will hold a public meeting on Thursday, November 7, 2019, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Gift of Life Donor Program Office, 800 North 3rd Street, Harrisburg. Additional information can 
be found on the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

http://listserv.dpw.state.pa.us/Scripts/wa.exe?A2=ind19&L=maac-meeting-minutes&F=&S=&P=17176
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/communitypartners/informationforadvocatesandstakeholders/medicalassistanceadvisorycommitteemaac/index.htm
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/communitypartners/informationforadvocatesandstakeholders/medicalassistanceadvisorycommitteemaac/index.htm
https://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol49/49-43/1592.html
https://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol49/49-43/1593.html


43

DOH: TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
The Department of Health’s Traumatic Brain Injury Board will hold a public meeting on Friday, November 1, 2019, from 10 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the large conference room of the Community Center, 2nd Floor, Giant Food Store, Harrisburg. Additional 
information can be found on the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

IRRC: NOTICE OF FILING OF FINAL RULEMAKING
The Independent Regulatory Review Commission will consider the following regulation at its November 21, 2019, public 
meeting at 333 Market Street, 14th Floor, Harrisburg, at 10 a.m.:

•	 Reg. No. 16A-5727: State Board of Veterinary Medicine Certified Veterinary Technicians and Veterinary Assistants

PATIENT SAFETY AUTHORITY: PUBLIC MEETING
The Patient Safety Authority announces a meeting to be held at the Conference Center, Central Penn College, 600 Valley 
Road, Summerdale, at 10 a.m. on Monday, November 4, 2019. Individuals with questions regarding this meeting, which is 
open to the public, should contact the authority at (717) 346-0469.

Cosponsor Memos

HCO2727  Sonney, Curt(R) Helps Physician Assistants work and practice with 
increased efficiency in Pennsylvania.

HCO2729  Innamorato, Sara (F)(D) Provides for free pads and tampons in all 
bathrooms of public college or university buildings.

HCO2738  Galloway, John(D) Establishes a statewide children's mental health 
ombudsman.

HCO2739  Galloway, John(D) Provides grants to support school-linked mental 
health services.

HCO2743  Isaacson, Mary (F)(D) Lowers the acceptable limit of lead in playground 
soil in the Commonwealth to 200 ppm.

HCO2745  Mehaffie, Thomas(R) Authorizes Expedited Partner Therapy in 
Pennsylvania as a useful option for treatable STIs, 
to reduce the risk of reinfection and curtail the 
spread of infection.

SCO1234  Dinniman, Andrew(D) Requires school nurses and professional 
employees to be educated on seizure recognition 
and first aid.

SCO1235  Browne, Patrick(R) Merges the Department of Health and the 
Department of Human Services into the 
Department of Health and Human Services.

https://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol49/49-43/1594.html
https://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol49/49-43/1605.html
https://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol49/49-43/1609.html
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HCO2727&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member?19R4
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HCO2729&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member?19R21
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HCO2738&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member?19R140
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HCO2739&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member?19R140
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HCO2743&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member?19R175
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HCO2745&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member?19R106
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SCO1234&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member?19R319
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SCO1235&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member?19R316
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Bill Actions

HB 117  Miller, Daniel(D) (PN 112) Amends the Pennsylvania Construction 
Code Act, in uniform construction code, providing for 
changing stations in places of public accommodation. 
An individual, corporation, partnership, company, 
organization, association or other business entity that 
owns or manages a place of public accommodation 
shall install and maintain at least one adult changing 
station for persons with disabilities or special health 
care issues or the elderly. Each changing station shall 
be accessible to both men and women when the place 
of public accommodation is open to the public and 
certain conditions are met. Effective immediately.

Bill History: 01-22-19 H Filed 
01-28-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Labor and Industry 
09-23-19 H Press conference held  
10-23-19 H Discussed during public hearing, Senate 
Labor and Industry  -- Senate Labor and Industry

HB 137  Quinn, Chris(R) (PN 130) Amends the Controlled Substance, Drug, 
Device and Cosmetic Act further providing for drug 
overdose response immunity. The bill establishes that 
a person experiencing a drug overdose event may not 
be charged and shall be immune from prosecution if, 
within ten days after receiving medical attention, the 
person experiencing the drug overdose event obtained 
a screening and received a referral for treatment from 
a properly accredited addiction services provider. A 
person who transported or reported and remained with 
a person experiencing a drug overdose event may not 
be charged and is entitled to immunity. Effective in 60 
days.

Bill History: 10-22-19 H Voted favorably from committee as 
amended House Judiciary 
10-22-19 H Reported as amended House Judiciary 
10-22-19 H First consideration 
10-22-19 H Laid on the table 
10-28-19 H Set on the Tabled Calendar

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB00117&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R42
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB00137&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R168
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HB 410  Oberlander, Donna(R) (PN 385) Amends the Human Services Code, in public 
assistance, providing for compensable services and 
items; and abrogating a related regulation. The bill 
establishes that an anti-obesity drug approved by the 
Food and Drug Administration of the United States 
Department of Health and Human Services shall be 
considered a compensable item under the medical 
assistance program. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-22-19 H Voted favorably from committee on House 
Health 
10-22-19 H Reported as committed from House Health 
10-22-19 H First consideration 
10-22-19 H Laid on the table 
10-28-19 H Set on the Tabled Calendar

HB 432  Barrar, Stephen(R) (PN 2568) Amends the Workers' Compensation Act 
further providing for compensation for post-traumatic 
stress injury. The bill adds that "occupational disease" 
includes post-traumatic stress injury, which is suffered 
by a police officer, firefighter or emergency medical 
services provider and caused by exposure to a 
traumatic event arising in the course of the provider's 
employment or, after four years or more of service, 
is caused by and related to the cumulative effect of 
psychological stress in the course of the provider's 
employment for the benefit and safety of the public. 
Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 419)

Bill History: 09-24-19 H First consideration 
09-24-19 H Laid on the table 
10-22-19 H Set on the Tabled Calendar 
10-22-19 H Removed from the table 
10-28-19 H Set on the House Calendar

HB 616  Owlett, Clint(R) (PN 611) Amends the Controlled Substance, Drug, 
Device and Cosmetic Act adding Carfentanil as a 
schedule II substance. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-22-19 H Voted favorably from committee as 
amended House Judiciary 
10-22-19 H Reported as amended House Judiciary 
10-22-19 H First consideration 
10-22-19 H Laid on the table 
10-28-19 H Set on the Tabled Calendar

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB00410&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R63
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB00432&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R160
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB00616&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R68
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HB 684  Sonney, Curt(R) (PN 697) Amends the State Lottery Law, in 
pharmaceutical assistance for the elderly, excluding 
form the definition of "income" the principal and any 
interest accrued from a savings bond. Effective July 1, 
2019, or immediately, whichever is later.

Bill History: 06-04-19 S Rereferred to Senate Appropriations 
10-21-19 S Meeting set for Off the Floor, Room 
256, Main Capitol, Senate Appropriations  -- Senate 
Appropriations 
10-21-19 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate 
Appropriations 
10-21-19 S Reported as committed from Senate 
Appropriations 
10-28-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar

HB 754  Thomas, Wendi (F)(R) (PN 804) Amends the State Lottery Law extending 
the current Social Security cost of living adjustment 
moratorium until December 31, 2021. Effective 
immediately.

Bill History: 06-04-19 S Rereferred to Senate Appropriations 
10-21-19 S Meeting set for Off the Floor, Room 
256, Main Capitol, Senate Appropriations  -- Senate 
Appropriations 
10-21-19 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate 
Appropriations 
10-21-19 S Reported as committed from Senate 
Appropriations 
10-28-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar

HB 775  Diamond, Russ(R) (PN 848) Amends the State Lottery Law, in 
pharmaceutical assistance for the elderly, adding 
language requiring the Department of Human Services 
to establish a method to be used at least once each 
calendar month to cross-reference the department's 
roster of claimants with the death records information 
from the Department of Health. Further provides a 
claimant who is found to have a death record shall 
be subject to an immediate cancellation of benefits. 
Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 09-23-19 S Reported as committed from Senate Aging 
and Youth 
09-23-19 S First consideration 
10-22-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
10-22-19 Second consideration 5:30pm 
10-22-19 S Rereferred to Senate Appropriations

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB00684&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R4
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB00754&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R178
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB00775&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R102
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HB 917  Schmitt, Lou (F)(R) (PN 1055) Repeals the act of May 17, 1929 (P.L.1805, 
No.598), entitled "An act authorizing municipalities 
other than townships to acquire by gift, devise, or 
bequest, lands, chattels, securities and funds for 
the establishment and maintenance of a hospital; to 
appoint trustees of such property and funds, subject 
to the approval of the orphans' court; to operate and 
maintain such hospital through and by means of such 
trustees; and to expend municipal funds to aid in the 
establishment and maintenance of such hospital." 
Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-22-19 S Meeting set for 10:00 a.m., Room 8E-A, 
East Wing, Senate Local Government  -- Senate Local 
Government 
10-22-19 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate 
Local Government 
10-22-19 S Reported as committed from Senate Local 
Government 
10-22-19 S First consideration 
10-28-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar

HB 1189  Knowles, Jerry(R) (PN 1386) Amends Title 35 (Health and Safety), in 
volunteer firefighters, repealing employment sanctions 
and providing for the Volunteer Emergency Responders 
Employer Tax Credit. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-21-19 H Voted favorably from committee as 
amended House Finance 
10-21-19 H Reported as amended House Finance 
10-21-19 H First consideration 
10-21-19 H Laid on the table 
10-28-19 H Set on the Tabled Calendar

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB00917&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R79
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01189&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R124
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HB 1234  Cox, Jim(R) (PN 1351) Amends the Workers' Compensation Act, 
in liability and compensation, further providing for the 
definitions of "injury," "personal injury" and "injury arising 
in the course of his employment," providing for diseases 
with long latency periods between occupational 
exposure and manifestation of the disease and further 
providing for liability. The bill states that notwithstanding 
the limitation otherwise provided with respect to 
disability or death resulting from an occupational 
disease having to occur within 300 weeks after the 
last date of employment in an occupation or industry 
to which a claimant was exposed to the hazards of 
disease, claims filed for any disease for which the time 
period between exposure to the hazard of disease in the 
workplace and manifestation of disease is greater than 
300 weeks must be filed within 300 weeks of the date 
on which a claimant is diagnosed with the disease or 
the disease is detectable. Portions apply retroactively. 
Effective immediately.

Bill History: 05-06-19 H Hearing set for 11:00 a.m., Room 
G-50, Irvis Office Building, House Labor and 
Industry  -- House Labor and Industry 
05-06-19 H Public hearing held in committee House 
Labor and Industry 
10-22-19 H Meeting set for 9:30 a.m., Room 
205, Ryan Office Building, House Labor and 
Industry  -- House Labor and Industry 
10-21-19 H Meeting cancelled for 10/22/19, House 
Labor and Industry  -- House Labor and Industry 
10-29-19 H Meeting set for 9:30 a.m., Room B31, 
Main Capitol, House Labor and Industry  -- House 
Labor and Industry

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01234&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R129
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HB 1347  Masser, Kurt(R) (PN 2149) Amends the Insurance Company Law, in 
casualty insurance, further providing for billing. The 
bill establishes that where an insurer has reimbursed 
a non-network EMS agency at the same rate it has 
established for a network EMS agency, the EMS 
agency may not bill the insured directly or indirectly 
or otherwise attempt to collect from the insured for 
the service provided, except for a billing to recover a 
copayment, coinsurance or deductible as specified in 
the health insurance policy; and an EMS agency that 
submits a form under this section may solicit donations 
or memberships or conduct fundraising, except that 
an EMS agency may not promise, suggest or infer to 
donors that a donation will result in the donor not being 
billed directly for any payment as provided. Effective in 
60 days.

Bill History: 09-18-19 H First consideration 
09-18-19 H Laid on the table 
10-22-19 H Set on the Tabled Calendar 
10-22-19 H Removed from the table 
10-28-19 H Set on the House Calendar

HB 1438  Kaufer, Aaron(R) (PN 1776) Amends Title 40 (Insurance), in regulation 
of insurers and related persons generally, adding 
a chapter providing for mental health parity and 
addiction treatment. Requires insurers to provide a 
report containing certain delineated information to the 
department annually. Also requires the Department of 
Drug and Alcohol Programs, working in consultation 
with the department, to review the annual report to 
determine general compliance by insurers. A report of 
its findings shall then be created and promulgated to 
various entities. Effective immediately.

Bill History: 05-07-19 H Filed 
05-08-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Insurance 
10-21-19 H Discussed at Informational Hearing, 
House Insurance  -- House Insurance

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01347&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R107
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01438&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R120
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HB 1439  Kaufer, Aaron(R) (PN 1777) Amends Title 40 (Insurance), in regulation 
of insurers and related persons generally, adding a 
chapter providing that no later than January 1 of each 
year, an insurer that issues or administers a health 
insurance policy or health plan in the commonwealth, 
including a policy or plan in which mental health or 
substance use disorder benefits are managed by 
an entity other than the insurer, shall file with the 
department a written certification signed by an officer 
of the insurer under oath attesting certain compliance. 
Effective immediately.

Bill History: 05-07-19 H Filed 
05-08-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Insurance 
10-21-19 H Informational meeting set for 11:30 a.m., 
Room 60, East Wing, House Insurance  -- House 
Insurance 
10-21-19 H Public hearing held in committee House 
Insurance

HB 1440  Kaufer, Aaron(R) (PN 1778) Amends Title 40 (Insurance), in regulation 
of insurers and related persons generally, adding a 
chapter requiring the complete and proper disclosure 
and transparency of addiction services covered by 
policies issued to policy holders. Effective immediately.

Bill History: 05-07-19 H Filed 
05-08-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Insurance 
10-21-19 H Discussed at Informational Hearing, 
House Insurance  -- House Insurance

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01439&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R120
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01440&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R120
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HB 1448  Sturla, Mike(D) (PN 1796) Amends Title 35 (Health and Safety), in 
volunteer fire company, ambulance service and rescue 
squad assistance, providing for a referendum to expand 
loan assistance. The referendum shall read: Do you 
favor expanding the use of the indebtedness authorized 
under 35 Pa.C.S. 7367 (relating to authority to borrow) 
and 7378.1 (relating to referendum for additional 
indebtedness) for the volunteer loan assistance under 
35 Pa.C.S. Ch. 73 Subch. E (relating to volunteer 
fire company, ambulance service and rescue squad 
assistance) to include loans to fire companies that 
provide services through paid personnel for the 
purpose of establishing and modernizing facilities to 
house firefighting apparatus equipment, ambulances 
and rescue vehicles, protective and communications 
equipment and any other accessory equipment 
necessary for the proper performance of such 
organizations' duties? The referendum shall not be 
constructed as authorizing any additional borrowing for 
loan assistance to fire companies. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-23-19 Laid out for discussion 1:34pm 
10-23-19 Second consideration 1:34pm 
10-23-19 H Over in House 
10-23-19 H Rereferred to House Appropriations 
10-28-19 H Meeting set for Off the Floor, Room 
140, Main Capitol, House Appropriations  -- House 
Appropriations

HB 1459  Schlossberg, Mike(D) (PN 2569) Amends Titles 35 (Health and Safety) and 
75 (Vehicles) adding a chapter providing for emergency 
responder mental wellness and stress management; 
establishing the Statewide Critical Incident Stress 
Management Program; providing for duties of the 
Secretary of Health and the Department of Health; 
in emergency medical services (EMS) system, 
further providing for support of emergency medical 
services; in operation of vehicles general provisions, 
further providing for EMS costs; and, in driving after 
imbibing alcohol or utilizing drugs, further providing for 
Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition. The addition 
of 35 PA.C.S. 75a02(b) is effective in 180 days; the 
remainder of the bill is effective immediately. (Prior 
Printer Number: 1826)

Bill History: 09-24-19 H First consideration 
09-24-19 H Laid on the table 
10-22-19 H Set on the Tabled Calendar 
10-22-19 H Removed from the table 
10-28-19 H Set on the House Calendar

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01448&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R96
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01459&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R132
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HB 1696  Murt, Thomas(R) (PN 2288) Amends the Insurance Company Law, in 
health insurance coverage parity and nondiscrimination, 
establishing that an insurer shall annually file required 
information to determine the insurer's compliance with 
the Paul Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental Health 
Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008. Effective in 60 
days.

Bill History: 06-27-19 H Filed 
07-08-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Insurance 
07-09-19 H Introduced as a bill - see HCO2166 
10-21-19 H Informational meeting set for 11:30 a.m., 
Room 60, East Wing, House Insurance  -- House 
Insurance 
10-21-19 H Public hearing held in committee House 
Insurance

HB 1705  Gabler, Matt(R) (PN 2297) Amends Title 35 (Health & Safety), in 
incentives for municipal volunteers of fire companies 
and nonprofit emergency medical services (EMS) 
agencies, expanding the definition of governing body 
to include the governing body of a school district, 
authorizing school districts to enact a tax credit against 
the property tax liability of active volunteers of a fire 
or EMS company, and increasing the current property 
tax credit allowance from 20 percent of an active 
volunteer's liability to 100 percent of their tax liability. 
Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-22-19 H Set on the House Calendar 
10-22-19 H Reported as committed from House 
Appropriations 
10-22-19 Laid out for discussion 2:40pm 
10-22-19 Third consideration 2:40pm 
10-22-19 H Final Passage (Vote: Y:200/N: 0)

HB 1786  Sainato, Chris(D) (PN 2376) Amends Title 35 (Health & Safety), in 
incentives for municipal volunteers of fire companies 
and nonprofit emergency medical services agencies, 
establishing the First Responder Loan Forgiveness 
Program to provide up to $16,000 in debt forgiveness 
for individuals who serve in eligible positions for four 
years. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-23-19 H Set on the House Calendar 
10-23-19 H Reported as committed from House 
Appropriations 
10-23-19 Laid out for discussion 1:43pm 
10-23-19 Third consideration 1:43pm 
10-23-19 H Final Passage (Vote: Y:196/N: 0)

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01696&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R152
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01705&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R75
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01786&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R9
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HB 1816  Culver, Lynda(R) (PN 2473) Amends Title 35 (Health and Safety) 
increasing loan limits of the Volunteer Loan Assistance 
Program (VLAP) and establishing annual inflation 
adjustments of loan limits based on the Consumer Price 
Index for All Urban Consumers in the Northeast Region. 
Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-23-19 H Set on the House Calendar 
10-23-19 H Reported as committed from House 
Appropriations 
10-23-19 Laid out for discussion 1:46pm 
10-23-19 Third consideration 1:47pm 
10-23-19 H Final Passage (Vote: Y:196/N: 0)

HB 1869  Owlett, Clint(R) (PN 2566) Amends Title 35 (Health and Safety), in 
emergency medical services system, providing that 
staffing requirements for basic life support ambulances 
may be waived or adjusted for counties of the sixth, 
seventh and eighth classes. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-23-19 H 1 Floor amendment(s) adopted 
10-23-19 Second consideration 1:41pm 
10-23-19 H Over in House 
10-23-19 H Rereferred to House Appropriations 
10-28-19 H Meeting set for Off the Floor, Room 
140, Main Capitol, House Appropriations  -- House 
Appropriations

HB 1879  Gillespie, Keith(R) (PN 2600) Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses), in 
assault, further providing for the offense of aggravated 
assault by including a health care practitioner or 
technician as enumerated persons. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-22-19 H Voted favorably from committee on House 
Judiciary 
10-22-19 H Reported as committed from House 
Judiciary 
10-22-19 H First consideration 
10-22-19 H Laid on the table 
10-28-19 H Set on the Tabled Calendar

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01816&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R108
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01869&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R68
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01879&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R47
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HB 1918  Mullery, Gerald(D) (PN 2681) Amends the Mental Health and Intellectual 
Disability Act, in preliminary provisions, providing a 
technical change; and in responsibilities of the state, 
providing for a moratorium on the closure of state 
facilities. This legislation provides for no closure of a 
state facility until all Medicaid-waiver eligible persons 
have been granted waivers. Once waivers have 
been granted, the bill provides for the establishment 
of a task force to conduct an evaluation and provide 
recommendations to the Department of Human 
Services (DHS) prior to closure. The legislation also 
provides that if the task force votes for closure, DHS 
will prepare a plan for the closure and transition of 
individuals receiving care in the state facility to a 
home or community-based support system. Effective 
immediately.

Bill History: 10-22-19 H Reported as amended House Health 
10-22-19 H First consideration 
10-22-19 H Laid on the table 
10-28-19 H Set on the Tabled Calendar 
10-24-19 H Discussed during Medical Assistance 
Advisory Committee  Meeting 

HB 1947  Kaufer, Aaron(R) (PN 2727) Amends the Medical Practice Act reducing 
the amount of years of approved graduate medical 
training from three to two for graduates of unaccredited 
medical colleges. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-17-19 H Filed 
10-21-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Professional Licensure

HB 1949  Otten, Danielle (F)(D) (PN 2711) Amends the Public School Code, in terms 
of courses of study, providing for free-play recess and 
lunch periods. Each school board shall provide at 
least 40 minutes of free-play recess each day for each 
student in elementary grades, at least 20 minutes of 
free-play recess each day for each student in secondary 
grades, and at least 30 minutes of lunch for each 
student in kindergarten through grade 12. Effective on 
July 1, 2020

Bill History: 10-17-19 H Filed 
10-18-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Education

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01918&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R119
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HB 1967  Kirkland, Brian(D) (PN 2732) Amends Title 42 (Judiciary), in rules of 
evidence, establishing that a health care provider or 
facility shall provide without charge one complete copy 
of a patient's medical charts and records if the patient is 
a veteran and is indigent and homeless, if the medical 
charts and records are requested by the patient or 
an individual with valid authorization and are for the 
purpose of supporting a claim for Federal veterans' 
disability benefits. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-18-19 H Filed 
10-21-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Judiciary

HB 1969  Murt, Thomas(R) (PN 2734) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in registration 
of vehicles, further providing for person with disability 
plate and placard by adding that upon request by a 
legislative district office, the department shall permit 
the legislative district office to issue temporary disability 
parking placards directly to individuals. The department 
shall supply the legislative district office with training 
and materials related to issuing, storing, ordering 
and returning placards. A temporary disability parking 
placard issued by a legislative district office is valid for 
a period of not more than six months. An individual who 
is issued a temporary disability parking placard by a 
legislative district office must complete and submit to 
the department a separate application that contains a 
health care provider's statement or a statement from a 
police officer that the individual is disabled. Effective in 
60 days.

Bill History: 10-18-19 H Filed 
10-21-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Transportation

HB 1975  Markosek, Brandon (F)(D) (PN 2756) Amends the Public School Code, in school 
health services, establishing that a parent or guardian 
of a student with a seizure disorder may seek a seizure 
management and treatment plan while the student is 
at or participating in a school activity. The plan must 
be reviewed by a school entity to determine if the plan 
meets the criteria as described in the legislation. A 
school nurse or school employee may complete training 
related to seizure disorders, and the Department of 
Education may approve on a course of instruction by 
no later than July 1, 2020. The addition of sections 
1414.11, 1414.12, 1414.13, 1414.14 and 1414.15 of the 
act shall apply to the 2020-2021 school year and each 
school year thereafter. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-21-19 H Filed 
10-22-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Education
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HB 1977  Borowicz, Stephanie (F)(R) (PN 2712) Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offense), 
in abortion, adding language providing that before 
performing an abortion, a physician shall conduct a 
physical examination of a pregnant woman and her 
unborn child to determine if a fetal heartbeat is present. 
Requires the physician to utilize the physician's best 
clinical judgment to determine whether a fetal heartbeat 
is present. Prohibits an abortion from being performed 
after a fetal heartbeat is detected. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-16-19 H Filed 
10-18-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Judiciary 
10-18-19 H Corrective Reprint, Printer's No. 2714  
10-18-19 H Rereferred to House Health

HB 1983  Causer, Martin(R) Amends Title 3 (Agriculture), in race horse industry 
reform, further providing for costs of enforcement 
of medication rules or regulations.

Bill History: 10-23-19 H Filed
HB 1984  Benninghoff, Kerry(R) Amends Title 23 (Domestic Relations), in 

proceedings prior to petition to adopt, further 
providing for petition for involuntary termination 
and providing for special provisions when child 
conceived as a result of rape or incest.

Bill History: 10-24-19 H Filed
HR 565  Briggs, Tim(D) (PN 2667) Resolution recognizing October 20, 2019, as 

"Mast Cell Diseases Awareness Day" in Pennsylvania.
Bill History: 10-15-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 

House Health 
10-22-19 H Meeting set for 9:30 a.m., Room G-50, 
Irvis Office Building, House Health  -- House Health 
10-22-19 H Voted favorably from committee on House 
Health 
10-22-19 H Reported as committed from House Health 
10-28-19 H Set on the House Calendar

HR 566  Matzie, Robert(D) (PN 2715) Resolution designating the month of 
November 2019 as "Pancreatic Cancer Awareness 
Month" in Pennsylvania.

Bill History: 10-15-19 H Filed 
10-21-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Health

HR 568  Ullman, Wendy (F)(D) (PN 2716) Resolution recognizing the American 
Red Cross's emergency call for blood donations, 
encouraging the creation of addition blood drives in 
Pennsylvania and encouraging all eligible residents to 
donate blood.

Bill History: 10-16-19 H Filed 
10-21-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Veterans Affairs & Emergency Prepared.
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HR 570  Bizzarro, Ryan(D) (PN 2718) Resolution recognizing the month of 
November 2019 as "National Epilepsy Awareness 
Month" in Pennsylvania.

Bill History: 10-17-19 H Filed 
10-21-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Health

HR 573  Everett, Garth(R) (PN 2719) Resolution designating the month of 
November 2019 as "Infant Safe Sleep Month" in 
Pennsylvania.

Bill History: 10-18-19 H Filed 
10-21-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Children and Youth 
10-30-19 H Meeting set for 10:00 a.m., Room 60, East 
Wing, House Children and Youth  -- House Children 
and Youth

HR 574  Murt, Thomas(R) (PN 2720) Resolution recognizing the week of October 
7 through 13, 2019 as "Mental Health Awareness Week" 
in Pennsylvania.

Bill History: 10-18-19 H Filed 
10-21-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Aging and Older Adult Services

HR 588  Readshaw, Harry(D) (PN 2768) Resolution recognizing Fathom Pharma LLC 
for its efforts to mitigate the opioid crisis and expressing 
support for continued innovation by the pharmaceutical 
industry.

Bill History: 10-22-19 H Filed 
10-23-19 H Introduced and referred to committee on 
House Health
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SB 74  Martin, Scott(R) (PN 339) Amends the Tax Reform Code adding a 
new article establishing a tax credit to be granted to 
a business firm that meets the requirements of the 
legislation for the purpose of funding pediatric cancer 
research in Pennsylvania. Requires contributions 
received by a pediatric cancer research center from a 
business firm to be used exclusively for pediatric cancer 
research. Provides for availability of tax credits and 
for the duties of the Department of Revenue. Further 
provides the total aggregate amount of all tax credits 
approved shall not exceed $10 million in a fiscal year. 
Also provides a tax credit may not be approved in 
excess of $2.5 million in a fiscal year for contributions 
to any one pediatric cancer research center. This new 
article shall apply to taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2019. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-23-19 S Meeting set for 10:00 a.m., Room 8E-A, 
East Wing, Senate Finance  -- Senate Finance 
10-23-19 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate 
Finance 
10-23-19 S Reported as committed from Senate 
Finance 
10-23-19 S First consideration 
10-28-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar

SB 94  Martin, Scott(R) (PN 940) Amends the Workers' Compensation Act, in 
additional coverages, further providing for the definition 
of "employe"; and making editorial changes. The bill 
adds to the definition of employes officers, directors, 
rescue and lifesaving squad members or any other 
members of volunteer rescue and lifesaving squads 
of various municipalities. Clarifies that members of 
volunteer fire companies performing duties on state 
game land are considered to be employes of the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission. Effective immediately. 
(Prior Printer Number: 69)

Bill History: 06-19-19 S Rereferred to Senate Appropriations 
10-21-19 S Meeting set for Off the Floor, Room 
256, Main Capitol, Senate Appropriations  -- Senate 
Appropriations 
10-21-19 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate 
Appropriations 
10-21-19 S Reported as committed from Senate 
Appropriations 
10-28-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar
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SB 572  Aument, Ryan(R) (PN 862) Amends Title 35 (Health and Safety), in public 
safety, adding a chapter providing for opioid treatment 
agreements. Before issuing an individual the first 
prescription in a single course of treatment for chronic 
pain with a controlled substance containing an opioid, 
regardless of whether the dosage is modified during 
that course of treatment, a prescriber shall: (1) assess 
whether the individual has taken or is currently taking 
a prescription drug for treatment of a substance use 
disorder, (2) discuss certain topics with the individual, 
(3) review and sign a treatment agreement form, (4) 
obtain written consent for the prescription from the 
individual, and (5) record the consent on the treatment 
agreement form. Effective immediately. (Prior Printer 
Number: 633)

Bill History: 10-22-19 H Voted favorably from committee as 
amended House Health 
10-22-19 H Reported as amended House Health 
10-22-19 H First consideration 
10-22-19 H Laid on the table 
10-28-19 H Set on the Tabled Calendar

SB 722  Tartaglione, Christine(D) (PN 892) Amends the Administrative Code, in powers 
and duties of the Department of Drug and Alcohol 
Programs, establishing the power to utilize criteria 
developed or adapted by the department to meet the 
needs, service requirements and regulatory structure 
of the commonwealth to guide decisions governing 
the type, level and length of care, including hospital 
detoxification, for pregnant addicted women, addicted 
women with dependent children, veterans, homeless 
individuals with addiction, low-level drug offenders sent 
to treatment as part of sentencing by drug courts, and 
other patients receiving drug and alcohol addiction 
treatment through federal or state funding. The 
department may not utilize criteria from a national tool. 
Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 06-25-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
06-25-19 S Discussed during voting meeting, House 
Human Services  -- House Human Services 
10-21-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
10-21-19 Second consideration 3:59pm 
10-21-19 S Rereferred to Senate Appropriations
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SB 798  Killion, Thomas(R) (PN 1102) Amends the Dog Law, in short title and 
definitions, establishing a definition for unprovoked; and 
in dangerous dogs, repealing and replacing provisions 
regarding court proceeding, certification of registration 
and disposition. For any person who has been attacked 
by one or more dogs, or a person whose domestic 
animal, dog or cat has been killed or injured by an 
unprovoked attack, the state dog warden or the local 
police officer may file a complaint before a magisterial 
district judge, charging the owner or keeper of the 
dog with harboring a dangerous dog. The owner or 
keeper of the dog shall be found guilty of a summary 
offense if the magisterial district judge finds beyond a 
reasonable doubt that the dog has inflicted severe injury 
on a human being unprovoked on public or private 
property; killed or inflicted severe injury on a domestic 
animal, dog or cat unprovoked while off the owner's 
property; has a propensity or history of attacks for killing 
or inflicting severe injury on a domestic animal while 
on the owner's property unprovoked; or has a history 
or propensity of attacking humans, domestic animals, 
dogs or cats unprovoked. The legislation also increases 
the registration fee for a dangerous dog certificate from 
$500 to $1,000. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-22-19 S Meeting set for 12:30 p.m., Room 
461, Main Capitol, Senate Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs  -- Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
10-22-19 S Voted favorably from committee as 
amended Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
10-22-19 S Reported as amended Senate Agriculture 
and Rural Affairs 
10-22-19 S First consideration 
10-28-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar
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SB 819  Mensch, Bob(R) (PN 1126) Amends the Older Adults Protective Services 
Act, extensively revising provisions on older adults 
protective services relating to preliminary provisions, 
administration, criminal history for employees, reporting 
suspected abuse by employees and miscellaneous 
provisions; and imposing penalties. The legislation 
repeals Chapters 1, 3, 5, 6 and 51 of the act, and 
replaces the statute with language which addresses the 
constitutionality concern of regarding offenses listed 
in the act which result in a lifetime employment ban 
without further evaluation. The legislation streamlines 
communication between organizations and agencies, 
addresses financial exploitation by permitting financial 
institutions to intervene in suspected financial abuse, 
establishes mandatory reporters for reporting elder 
abuse, and provides for employment practices that 
are safe for elder care organizations. The legislation 
establishes civil and criminal penalties and liabilities, 
Section 202-A of the act shall take effect in one year; 
the remainder of this act shall take effect immediately.

Bill History: 09-24-19 S Rereferred to Senate Appropriations 
10-21-19 S Meeting set for Off the Floor, Room 
256, Main Capitol, Senate Appropriations  -- Senate 
Appropriations 
10-21-19 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate 
Appropriations 
10-21-19 S Reported as committed from Senate 
Appropriations 
10-28-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar

SB 836  Regan, Mike(R) (PN 1145) Amends the Sudden Cardiac Arrest 
Prevention Act to include electrocardiogram testing 
and require information be provided to student athletes 
regarding electrocardiogram testing. The legislation 
also provides that the athletes be notified of the option 
to request the administration of an electrocardiogram in 
addition to the standard physical examination. Effective 
in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-21-19 S Reported as amended Senate Education 
10-21-19 S First consideration 
10-22-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
10-22-19 Second consideration 5:30pm 
10-22-19 S Rereferred to Senate Appropriations
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SB 842  Phillips-Hill, Kristin (F)(R) (PN 1152) Amends the Health Care Facilities Act, in 
licensing of health care facilities, further providing for 
photo identification tag regulations by adding that the 
tag shall include the employee's first name. A notation, 
marker or indicator included on an identification badge 
that differentiates employees with the same first name 
is considered acceptable in lieu of displaying an 
employee's last name. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-22-19 S Meeting set for 11:00 a.m., Room 
461, Main Capitol, Senate Health and Human 
Services  -- Senate Health and Human Services 
10-22-19 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate 
Health and Human Services 
10-22-19 S Reported as committed from Senate 
Health and Human Services 
10-22-19 S First consideration 
10-28-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar

SB 905  Browne, Patrick(R) (PN 1256) The Capital Budget Project Itemization Act of 
2019-20 provides for the capital budget for fiscal year 
2019-20, itemizes various public improvement projects, 
authorizes the incurring of debt without the approval 
of electors for financing projects, authorizes the use of 
current revenue for the purpose of financing projects 
and provides appropriations. Effective immediately.

Bill History: 10-17-19 S Filed 
10-17-19 S Introduced and referred to committee on 
Senate Appropriations 
10-23-19 S Meeting set for Off the Floor, Room 
256, Main Capitol, Senate Appropriations  -- Senate 
Appropriations 
10-23-19 S Passed over in committee Senate 
Appropriations
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SB 906  Yudichak, John(D) (PN 1259) Amends the Mental Health and Intellectual 
Disability Act, in preliminary provisions, providing a 
technical change; and in responsibilities of the state, 
providing for a moratorium on the closure of state 
facilities. This legislation provides for no closure of a 
state facility until all Medicaid-waiver eligible persons 
have been granted waivers. Once waivers have 
been granted, the bill provides for the establishment 
of a task force to conduct an evaluation and provide 
recommendations to the Department of Human 
Services (DHS) prior to closure. The legislation also 
provides that if the task force votes for closure, DHS 
will prepare a plan for the closure and transition of 
individuals receiving care in the state facility to a 
home or community-based support system. Effective 
immediately.

Bill History: 10-22-19 S Voted favorably from committee as 
amended Senate Health and Human Services 
10-22-19 S Reported as amended Senate Health and 
Human Services 
10-22-19 S First consideration 
10-28-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
10-24-19 S Discussed during Medical Assistance 
Advisory Committee  Meeting 

SB 907  Leach, Daylin(D) (PN 1260) Amends the Tax Reform Code, in personal 
income tax, establishing a deduction for medical 
cannabis dispensary or grower/processor as defined by 
the Medical Marijuana Act. Effective immediately.

Bill History: 10-18-19 S Filed 
10-18-19 S Introduced and referred to committee on 
Senate Finance

SB 908  Regan, Mike(R) (PN 1261) Amends Title 35 (Health & Safety), in 
volunteer firefighters, transferring the responsibility of 
the Fire Relief Program from the auditor general to the 
state fire commissioner. The legislation also permits the 
use of funds for facilities, vehicles and equipment for 
emergency response, recruitment and retention efforts, 
death benefits for active members, and insurance. The 
legislation requests the Fire Commissioner's Advisory 
Board to review the distribution formula for fire relief 
funds and provide a recommendation. Effective in six 
months.

Bill History: 10-22-19 S Reported as amended Senate Veterans 
Affairs & Emergency Prepared. 
10-22-19 S First consideration 
10-23-19 S Set on the Senate Calendar 
10-23-19 Second consideration 12:28pm 
10-23-19 S Rereferred to Senate Appropriations
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SB 909  Browne, Patrick(R) Amends the Indoor Tanning Regulation Act, further 
providing for limitations and for sanctions.

Bill History: 10-21-19 S Filed 
10-21-19 S Introduced and referred to committee on 
Senate Health and Human Services

SB 910  Mastriano, Doug(R) (PN 1262) Amends Title 35 (Health & Safety), in grants 
to fire companies and emergency medical service 
companies, reauthorizing the fire and emergency 
medical services grant program until June 30, 2024. 
The legislation establishes the fire commissioner as the 
lead administration of the grant program, requires the 
posting of grant information online, and allows grants 
to be used for recruitment and retention programs, 
community risk reduction programs and Volunteer 
Firefighter Length of Service Award programs. The 
legislation requires fire companies to respond to 
15 calls annually for eligibility and requires the fire 
commissioner to provide an annual report to the House 
and Senate Veterans Affairs Committees regarding the 
grant program. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-22-19 S Voted favorably from committee as 
amended Senate Veterans Affairs & Emergency 
Prepared. 
10-22-19 S Reported as amended Senate Veterans 
Affairs & Emergency Prepared. 
10-22-19 S First consideration 
10-23-19 Second consideration 12:28pm 
10-23-19 S Rereferred to Senate Appropriations

SB 914  Iovino, Pam(D) (PN 1302) Amends the Pennsylvania Construction 
Code, in Uniform Construction Code, establishing 
adult changing stations in public buildings and facilities 
and requiring notification of public availability. Each 
changing station shall be accessible to both men and 
women when the public building or facility is open to 
the public. The legislation provides how construction 
or alteration of a public building and facility shall be 
conducted. Effective immediately.

Bill History: 10-23-19 S Filed 
10-23-19 S Introduced and referred to committee on 
Senate Labor and Industry 
10-23-19 S Discussed during public hearing, Senate 
Labor and Industry  -- Senate Labor and Industry

SB 922  Bartolotta, Camera(R) (PN 1309) Amends the Workers' Compensation Act, 
in liability and compensation, removing the word 
installments from the statute. Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-24-19 S Filed 
10-24-19 S Introduced and referred to committee on 
Senate Labor and Industry

https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SB00909&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member?19R316
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SB00910&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R352
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SB00914&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R351
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SB00922&SESSION=19R
https://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?19R346


65

SB 924  Farnese, Lawrence(D) (PN 1310) Amends Title 20 (Decedents, Estates and 
Fiduciaries, in incapacitated persons, establishing 
subchapter G for Guardianship for Medically Disabled 
Adult Children. If a court, no less than 20 days after 
receipt of the petition, affidavit of medical disability, 
affidavit of accountability by the proposed guardian 
and notice to the individual alleged to be a medically 
disabled adult child and other party, finds by a clear 
and convincing standard an individual to be a medically 
disabled adult child, the court may appoint a guardian 
or guardians of the medically disabled adult's person 
or estate. The petitioner may be any individual the 
court has determined is providing at least 50 percent 
financial responsibility or 50 percent physical custody 
for the medically disabled adult child. The legislation 
indicates petition contents and establishes notification 
guidelines. The petitioner shall provide the court 
evidence of medical disability. If there has been no 
change in the capacity of the medically disabled adult 
child, the court may require an updated affidavit of 
medical disability in lieu of a hearing if no change to 
the guardianship is sought. The court shall annually file 
with the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts a 
statistical and descriptive report to assist in evaluating 
the operation and costs of the guardianship system. 
The legislation establishes the duty of the guardian of 
the medically disabled adult child to assert the rights 
and best interests of the medically disabled adult child. 
Effective in 60 days.

Bill History: 10-24-19 S Filed 
10-24-19 S Introduced and referred to committee on 
Senate Judiciary

Upcoming Events

Press Conference
October 28, 2019 - 11:00 a.m., Main Capitol Rotunda, Harrisburg
End Healthcare Insurers’ Excessive Prior Authorization Practices (unconfirmed)

House Transportation
October 28, 2019 - 11:00 a.m., Room B31, Main Capitol
Informational meeting on the Commonwealth’s shift to a brokerage model for MATP

Senate Health and Human Services
October 28, 2019 - 12:45 p.m., Rules Committee Conference Room
To consider: SB 841 Martin, Scott Amends Title 35 re PHC4
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State Board of Medicine
October 29, 2019 - 9:00 a.m., 2601 North Third Street, Harrisburg
Board Meeting. For additional information: (717) 783-1400

October 29, 2019 - 1:00 p.m., 2601 North Third Street, Harrisburg
Committee on Licensure Qualifications for the State Board of Medicine Meeting. For additional information: (717) 783-
1400

House Labor and Industry
October 29, 2019 - 9:30 a.m., Room B31, Main Capitol
To consider: HB 1234 Cox, Jim Amends Workers’ Comp. Act re exclusive remedy

Press Conference
October 29, 2019 - 11:00 a.m., Main Capitol Rotunda, Harrisburg
Closure of Mental Health Facilities (unconfirmed)

Press Conference
October 29, 2019 - 11:00 a.m., Main Capitol Rotunda, Harrisburg
Closure of Mental Health Facilities (unconfirmed)

Department of Health
November 1, 2019 - 10:00 a.m., Community Center, 2nd Floor, Giant Food Store, 2300 Linglestown Road, Harrisburg
Traumatic Brain Injury Advisory Board Meeting. For additional information: (717) 772-2763

Department of Human Services
November 1, 2019 - 10:00 a.m., 625 Forster St., Rm. 129, Harrisburg
PA eHealth Partnership Program Advisory Board Quarterly Meeting. For additional information: (717) 772-2098

Patient Safety Authority
November 4, 2019 - 10:00 a.m., The Conference Center at Central Penn College, 600 Valley Road, Summerdale
Board Meeting. For additional information: (717) 346-0469

Department of Human Services
November 5, 2019 - 10:00 a.m., PCCD Offices, Commission Meeting Room, Ground Floor, 3101 N. Front Street, 
Harrisburg
Children’s Advocacy Center Advisory Committee Meeting. For additional information: (717) 265-8497

Department of Human Services
November 6, 2019 - 10:00 a.m., Department of Education, Honors Suite, 1st Floor, 333 Market St., Harrisburg
Managed Long-Term Services & Supports Subcommittee Meeting. For additional information: (717) 772-2549

State Board of Optometry
November 7, 2019 - 9:00 a.m., 2601 North Third Street, Harrisburg
Board Meeting. For additional information: (717) 783-7155

Department of Health
November 7, 2019 - 9:30 a.m., Gift of Life Donor Program Office, 800 North 3rd Street, Suite 504, Harrisburg
Organ Donation Advisory Committee Meeting. For additional information: (717) 787-5876

http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1234&Session=19R&STA=PA
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PA Health Care Cost Containment Council (PHC4)
November 7, 2019 - 10:00 a.m., Council Conference Room, 225 Market Street, Suite 400, Harrisburg
Council Meeting. For additional information: (717) 232-6787

Governor’s Advisory Committee for People with Disabilities
November 8, 2019 - 9:30 a.m., 333 Market Street, Heritage Rooms A & B, Lobby Level, Harrisburg
Committee Meeting. For additional information: (717) 787-4287

Department of Health
November 13, 2019 - 10:00 a.m., Keystone Building, Forest Room, 400 North Street, Harrisburg
Medical Marijuana Advisory Board. For additional information: (717) 547-3047

Department of Human Services
November 13, 2019 - 10:00 a.m., Commonwealth Tower, 12th Floor, Clothes Tree Room, 303 Walnut Street, Harrisburg
Bureau of Fee-for-Service Programs Meeting. For additional information: (717) 772-6780

State Board of Physical Therapy
November 14, 2019 - 9:00 a.m., 2601 North Third Street, Harrisburg
Board Meeting. For additional information: (717) 783-7134

State Board of Dentistry
November 14, 2019 - 4:00 p.m., 2601 North Third Street, Harrisburg
Scope of Practice Committee Meeting. For additional information: (717) 783-7162

State Board of Veterinary Medicine
November 15, 2019 - 9:00 a.m., 2601 North Third Street, Harrisburg
Board Meeting. For additional information: (717) 783-7134

State Board of Dentistry
November 15, 2019 - 9:00 a.m., 2601 North Third Street, Harrisburg
Regulations Committee Meeting. For additional information: (717) 783-7162

November 15, 2019 - 10:00 a.m., 2601 North Third Street, Harrisburg
Board Meeting. For additional information: (717) 783-7162

Independent Regulatory Review Commission
November 21, 2019 - 10:00 a.m., 14th Fl. Conf. Room, 333 Market St., Harrisburg
To consider the following regulation: Reg. No. 3221 State Board of Veterinary Medicine #16A-5727: Certified Veterinary 
Technicians and Veterinary Assistants
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In the News

10-24-2019 Lawmakers talk of 'heartbeat bill' 
Sen. Doug Mastriano and Rep. Stephanie Borowicz held a joint press conference 
Monday to introduce their companion Heartbeat Bills introduced in their respective 
chambers of the General Assembly. HBX - Huntingdon Daily News

10-24-2019 Nursing home in Cumru sold for $8.7 million 
A nursing home in Cumru Township was recently sold for $8.7 million, according 
to Berks County real estate records. According to the transaction, LG-OHI REIT 1 
sold the property that includes the Mifflin Center at 500 Philadelphia Ave. to itself. It 
includes an... - Reading Eagle

10-24-2019 Patients protest medical pot prices 
HARRISBURG — About two dozen medical marijuana patients protested outside 
the state Health Department on Wednesday to draw attention to shortcomings in 
the state’s medical marijuana program and call for action to make the drug more 
affordable and accessible.... - Meadville Tribune

10-24-2019 Cambria jury awards $1 million verdict for woman who says she was injured 
during surgery 
EBENSBURG – A Cambria County jury awarded $1 million to a woman who filed 
a civil suit after her arm was injured during surgery at Conemaugh Memorial 
Medical Center. The jury delivered its verdict Tuesday in favor of Chelsy Vitanza 
of Latrobe. According to the verdict slip, the jury found conduct of Conemaugh 
Memorial... - Johnstown Tribune-Democrat

10-24-2019 Second civil suit names Barto, Laurel Pediatric Associates, Conemaugh Health 
System 
EBENSBURG – A former Johnstown pediatrician accused of sexually abusing young 
patients for decades is facing a second civil lawsuit that also names his previous 
work places, The Tribune-Democrat has learned. Parents of a former patient of Dr. 
Johnnie "Jack" Barto filed civil action... - Johnstown Tribune-Democrat

10-24-2019 Former Washington Health System employee, three others charged with 
forging prescriptions 
A former Washington Health System employee and three others have been charged 
with forging prescriptions between 2016 and 2019, attorney general Josh Shapiro 
announced today. According to criminal complaints, Marissa Magnelli, while 
employed as a medical assistant, allegedly forged prescriptions for Hydrocodone, 
a... - Washington Observer-Reporter

10-24-2019 Positive test causes expansion of Chronic Wasting Disease management area 
in central Pa. 
A positive test in a captive-raised deer will force the expansion of the Chronic Wasting 
Disease management area that covers Lancaster, Lebanon and Berks Counties in 
2020. The exact adjusted boundary for the area, known as Disease Management 
Area 4, will not be announced until next year, after the close of hunting... - York Daily

http://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/lawmakers-talk-of-heartbeat-bill/article_26e327ac-205e-56c3-9281-daf6fe9c22af.html
http://www.huntingdondailynews.com/
http://www.readingeagle.com/money/article/nursing-home-in-cumru-sold-for-87-million
http://www.readingeagle.com/
http://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/patients-protest-medical-pot-prices/article_6f7e691c-f5e2-11e9-a4cb-077017fdbe5a.html
http://www.meadvilletribune.com/
http://www.tribdem.com/news/cambria-jury-awards-million-verdict-for-woman-who-says-she/article_b130e4ce-f5de-11e9-af43-73d1669fd2f5.html
http://www.tribdem.com/news/cambria-jury-awards-million-verdict-for-woman-who-says-she/article_b130e4ce-f5de-11e9-af43-73d1669fd2f5.html
http://www.tribdem.com/
http://www.tribdem.com/news/second-civil-suit-names-barto-laurel-pediatric-associates-conemaugh-health/article_d5fb871a-f5d8-11e9-81bf-377e1765f0b8.html
http://www.tribdem.com/news/second-civil-suit-names-barto-laurel-pediatric-associates-conemaugh-health/article_d5fb871a-f5d8-11e9-81bf-377e1765f0b8.html
http://www.tribdem.com/
http://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/former-washington-health-system-employee-three-others-charged-with-forging/article_c7f9ec50-f5e3-11e9-86da-2318157a9246.html
http://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/former-washington-health-system-employee-three-others-charged-with-forging/article_c7f9ec50-f5e3-11e9-86da-2318157a9246.html
http://observer-reporter.com/
http://www.ydr.com/story/news/2019/10/23/positive-test-causes-expansion-cwd-management-area-central-pa-game-commission-lancaster-deer-hunting/4070373002/
http://www.ydr.com/story/news/2019/10/23/positive-test-causes-expansion-cwd-management-area-central-pa-game-commission-lancaster-deer-hunting/4070373002/
http://www.ydr.com/
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10-24-2019 Urgent care and other practices coming to new Keystone Health building 
The 68,000-square-foot Keystone Professional Center, located on corner of Norland 
and Fifth avenues at 111 Chambers Hill Drive, will help Keystone to keep up with the 
growing demand for health services. The first floor of the building houses Keystone 
Urgent Care; Keystone... - Chambersburg Public Opinion

10-24-2019 Police, medical professionals encourage safety for holiday 
This Halloween, police departments in the surrounding areas including DuBoistown, 
South Williamsport and Williamsport will be participating in trick-or-treating and 
patrolling the streets to ensure safety through the allotted time frame, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
on Oct. 31.... - Williamsport Sun-Gazette

10-24-2019 Countywide prescription drug take back day is Saturday, Oct. 26 
BUCKS COUNTY >> A record 52 collection sites will be available 
across Bucks County on Saturday, Oct. 26 for residents to drop off their 
unwanted medications. As the county approaches its 20th semiannual collection 
of household medications, residents are asked to check their homes for any 
unused,... - Bucks Local News

10-24-2019 Why the Northampton County DA race matters: marijuana 
For the first time in 28 years, Northampton County voters elect a new district attorney 
on Nov. 5. Competing to replace John Morganelli, a Democrat running for judge, 
are Democrat Terry Houck, Morganelli’s first deputy district attorney and a former 
Philadelphia police officer,... - Allentown Morning Call

10-24-2019 HACC should reconsider decision to eliminate on-campus mental health 
counseling [opinion] 
THE ISSUE HACC, Pennsylvania’s largest community college system, 
“has eliminated all on-campus mental health counseling for its students ... a move 
college health experts called short-sighted and risky at a time of growing need,” 
Spotlight PA’s Aneri Pattani reported for an article... - Lancaster Intelligencer Journal

10-24-2019 Medical marijuana shop coming to Lincoln Highway East strip in East Lampeter 
Twp. 
As the number of medical marijuana patients grows steadily in 
Pennsylvania, Lancaster County is poised to get its third dispensary. Ilera Healthcare 
is planning a 4,000-square-foot dispensary along the Lincoln Highway East 
commercial strip in East Lampeter Township.... - Lancaster Intelligencer Journal

10-24-2019 Ohio to net $39.4 million from multi-state settlement with Suboxone maker 
Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost on Wednesday announced that Ohio would 
get $39.4 million of a $700 million multi-state settlement with Suboxone maker Reckitt 
Benckiser Group. The settlement stems from accusations that the company made 
false claims about its products.... - Columbus Dispatch

10-24-2019 DeWine: State, locals unifying to negotiate opioid settlements 
After a lengthy meeting at the Governor’s Residence, state and local officials are 
trying to unite in opioid litigation. Ohio’s local governments are moving toward 
joining the state in jointly negotiating settlements of lawsuits filed against opioid 
manufacturers and... - Columbus Dispatch

http://www.publicopiniononline.com/story/news/local/2019/10/24/keystone-health-building-house-urgent-care-and-more-chambersburg/4071258002/
http://www.publicopiniononline.com/
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2019/10/police-medical-professionals-encourage-safety-for-holiday/
http://www.sungazette.com/
http://www.buckslocalnews.com/news/countywide-prescription-drug-take-back-day-is-saturday-oct/article_3274d55e-f5c1-11e9-9fc3-47438b4f52cf.html
http://www.buckslocalnews.com/
http://www.mcall.com/news/elections/mc-nws-northampton-county-da-race-issues-marijuana-20191024-krusstmij5cwbc3sf6qzddyfr4-story.html
http://www.mcall.com/
http://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/hacc-should-reconsider-decision-to-eliminate-on-campus-mental-health/article_a166b900-f5d5-11e9-8940-63357a901dcf.html
http://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/hacc-should-reconsider-decision-to-eliminate-on-campus-mental-health/article_a166b900-f5d5-11e9-8940-63357a901dcf.html
http://lancasteronline.com/
http://lancasteronline.com/news/local/medical-marijuana-shop-coming-to-lincoln-highway-east-strip-in/article_66367530-f500-11e9-a8a8-270f37cd1ba8.html
http://lancasteronline.com/news/local/medical-marijuana-shop-coming-to-lincoln-highway-east-strip-in/article_66367530-f500-11e9-a8a8-270f37cd1ba8.html
http://lancasteronline.com/
http://www.dispatch.com/news/20191023/ohio-to-net-394-million-from-multi-state-settlement-with-suboxone-maker
http://www.dispatch.com/
http://www.dispatch.com/news/20191023/dewine-state-locals-unifying-to-negotiate-opioid-settlements
http://www.dispatch.com/
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10-24-2019 Hold on to your honey buns: American vending machines are getting healthier 
There are 5 million vending machines in the United States. They are stocked with 
Funyuns and Snickers, Cool Ranch Doritos and individually wrapped Duchess honey 
buns. We insert our money, press the appropriate buttons and watch as the metal 
spiral corkscrews our selection forward until we hear... - Washington Post

10-24-2019 Comporting with evolving law: Expedited pardons for marijuana offenses are 
sensible 
As the laws surrounding marijuana continue to evolve throughout the country, 
Pennsylvania’s top two executives are promoting commonsense change that is both 
merciful and fiscally prudent. Gov. Tom Wolf and Lt. Gov. John Fetterman, as well as 
state Board of Pardons Secretary Brandon Flood, have announced an initiative to 
expedite... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

10-24-2019 Drinking triggers brain changes that teach you to want more alcohol, Penn 
researchers find 
Running into a former drinking buddy or passing a once-favorite bar can cause 
recovering alcoholics to relapse. But the biology behind why those setbacks 
happen was a mystery to scientists until recently, when researchers from the 
Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania found that alcohol 
directly... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-24-2019 Penn gets $9.7 million grant to study concussion-related brain damage 
Researchers from the University of Pennsylvania will lead an international team 
in a new project to study relationships between brain injuries and various types of 
neurodegeneration that lead to dementia symptoms. The work will be supported by a 
five-year, $9.7 million grant from the... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-24-2019 Hershey High School sophomore says the insulin she needs to live should be a 
basic human right | Opinion 
Soaring insulin price is a genuine emergency in America. Many diabetics, suddenly 
unable to afford their prescribed doses, are self-rationing or using expired supplies. 
In the world.s most advanced nation, people are dying because they can.t afford a 
simple injection. There are many recent... - Penn Live, Patriot-News

10-24-2019 Philadelphia tops list of cities for bedbugs, Pittsburgh makes list 
The City of Brotherly Love beat out the Steel City on a list no one wanted to 
top. Philadelphia came in at No.1 on Terminix.s ranking of the top 50 most bedbug-
infested cities in the country. Further down the list, Pittsburgh landed at No. 16, while 
Harrisburg came in at 27th to round out the... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

10-24-2019 Pa. to get $53 million in opioid drug settlement 
Pennsylvania is in line to receive more than $53 million as part of a nationwide 
settlement with a British company that once distributed a drug used to treat opioid 
addiction... - AP

10-24-2019 Asbestos was found in a Philadelphia school gym. It's still there. 
Philadelphia School District officials waited more than a month to address warnings 
of possible asbestos contamination and exposure inside an elementary school gym 
in North Philadelphia. The lack of urgency stands in stark contrast to how the district 
responded... - Philadelphia Inquirer

http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2019/10/24/hold-onto-your-honey-buns-american-vending-machines-are-getting-healthier/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2019/10/24/Comporting-with-evolving-law-Expedited-pardons-for-marijuana-offenses-are-sensible/stories/201910210006
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2019/10/24/Comporting-with-evolving-law-Expedited-pardons-for-marijuana-offenses-are-sensible/stories/201910210006
http://www.post-gazette.com/
http://www.inquirer.com/health/alcohol-memory-penn-learning-genes-20191024.html
http://www.inquirer.com/health/alcohol-memory-penn-learning-genes-20191024.html
http://www.inquirer.com/
http://www.inquirer.com/health/penn-gets-97-million-nih-grant-to-study-dementia-symptoms-related-to-concussions-20191024.html
http://www.inquirer.com/
http://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2019/10/hershey-high-school-sophomore-says-the-insulin-she-needs-to-live-should-be-a-basic-human-right-opinion.html
http://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2019/10/hershey-high-school-sophomore-says-the-insulin-she-needs-to-live-should-be-a-basic-human-right-opinion.html
http://www.pennlive.com/
http://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/philadelphia-tops-list-of-cities-for-bed-bugs-pittsburgh-makes-list/
http://triblive.com/
http://www.pennlive.com/news/2019/10/pa-to-get-53-million-in-opioid-drug-settlement.html
http://www.pennlive.com/
http://www.inquirer.com/news/asbestos-philadelphia-schools-peirce-cancer-meredith-20191024.html
http://www.inquirer.com/
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10-23-2019 Heartbeat bill in Pa.: What are the chances the state passes latest abortion 
measure? 
Members of Pennsylvania’s Republican-led legislature have tried several times to 
enact laws prohibiting abortions earlier in pregnancies than is currently allowed, 
and some antiabortion advocates believe now is their time: They have national 
momentum on their side.... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-23-2019 Western Psych’s new $15M ER aims to reduce wait times, calm patients 
Reducing wait times and improving the patient experience for 
Western Pennsylvanians in need of mental health care drove UPMC Western 
Psychiatric Hospital to develop a soon-to-open $15 million diagnostic and intake 
wing, the hospital’s newly installed president said Tuesday night.... - Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review

10-23-2019 As Pa. debates heartbeat bill, consider this thought experiment | Opinion 
The so-called heartbeat bill has shifted from the South to Midwest, swerving eastward 
to threaten Pennsylvania. This week, two Pennsylvania Republican lawmakers 
proposed legislation that would ban abortion after a fetal heartbeat is detected, which 
usually occurs around six to eight weeks... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-23-2019 Burgess, Lavelle introduce resolution declaring racism in Pittsburgh a public 
health crisis 
The city council members also introduced bills to create leadership forum, fund 
to combat racism If you’re a pregnant black woman in Pittsburgh, you likely face 
a higher risk of death here than in other similar cities. Meanwhile black men are more 
likely to suffer from cancer or cardiovascular disease than their... - Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette

10-23-2019 Brooks proposal could delay closure of Polk Center 
HARRISBURG – A bill to put the closure plans of the Polk State Center on hold 
cleared a hurdle in Harrisburg on Tuesday. State Sen. Michele Brooks, R-50th, 
Jamestown, whose district includes all of Mercer County, announced the Senate 
Health and Human Services Committee... - New Castle News

10-23-2019 Jackson takes the reins at UPMC Horizon, Jameson 
GREENVILLE — Though he's been in charge of UPMC's hospitals in Mercer and 
Lawrence counties only since Oct. 1, Robert Jackson is no stranger to the medical 
field. Prior to his appointment in August as president of UPMC Horizon and 
UPMC Jameson, Jackson worked for 21 years at Grove City Medical Center in 
Pine... - Sharon Herald

10-23-2019 Hearing held on planned closures of White Haven, Polk state centers 
HARRISBURG — At a hearing Monday in Harrisburg, Susan Jennings, mother of 
a White Haven State Center resident, said deinstitutionalization is a national 
disgrace. “It’s a failed social experiment that has left 40 years of chaos, suffering, 
homelessness, abuse and neglect in its wake,” Jennings told... - Wilkes-Barre Times 
Leader

http://www.inquirer.com/news/heartbeat-bill-introduced-in-pennsylvania-what-it-means-20191022.html
http://www.inquirer.com/news/heartbeat-bill-introduced-in-pennsylvania-what-it-means-20191022.html
http://www.inquirer.com/
http://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/western-psychs-new-15m-er-aims-to-reduce-wait-times-calm-patients/
http://triblive.com/
http://triblive.com/
http://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/heartbeat-bill-pennsylvania-abortion-six-weeks-20191023.html
http://www.inquirer.com/
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2019/10/22/Burgess-Lavelle-racism-public-health-crisis-poise-foundation-all-in-fund-pittsburgh/stories/201910220123
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2019/10/22/Burgess-Lavelle-racism-public-health-crisis-poise-foundation-all-in-fund-pittsburgh/stories/201910220123
http://www.post-gazette.com/
http://www.post-gazette.com/
http://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/brooks-proposal-could-delay-closure-of-polk-center/article_bad1184f-43da-5568-a849-232ec663fc2f.html
http://www.ncnewsonline.com/
http://www.sharonherald.com/news/local_news/jackson-takes-the-reins-at-upmc-horizon-jameson/article_928b0d0d-aeca-5d4a-a8d4-8de3c3b79caa.html
http://www.sharonherald.com/
http://www.timesleader.com/news/759634/hearing-held-on-planned-closures-of-white-haven-polk-state-centers
http://www.timesleader.com/
http://www.timesleader.com/


72

10-23-2019 State legislators introduce 'heartbeat bill' that would effectively ban abortion 
after six weeks 
On Oct. 18, two state representatives introduced a restrictive abortion bill at the 
Capitol in Harrisburg. House Bill No. 1977, nicknamed the "heartbeat bill," is being 
spearheaded by state Rep. Stephanie Borowicz (R-Clinton/Centre) and Sen. Doug 
Mastriano (R-Adams/Franklin), and would... - Pittsburgh City Paper

10-23-2019 Rapid DNA testing reviewed 
Panel of experts discuss Bucks County law enforcement’s use of rapid DNA testing to 
solve crimes and protect the innocent. Since Bensalem acquired a rapid DNA testing 
machine and shared it with other Bucks County police departments, crime in the 
county has dropped,... - Levittown Bucks County Courier Times

10-23-2019 New Illinois Abortion Clinic Anticipates Post-Roe World 
When it opens just across the river from St. Louis this week, the new Planned 
Parenthood clinic in Illinois will be one of the largest abortion clinics in the Midwest, 
set up to serve around 11,000 women a year with various health services, double the 
capacity of the clinic it is replacing.... - New York Times

10-23-2019 Obamacare Premiums to Fall and Number of Insurers to Rise Next Year 
Nearly three years into President Trump.s aggressive efforts to undermine the 
Affordable Care Act, prices for the most popular type of health insurance plan offered 
through the health law.s federal marketplace will actually drop next year, and the 
number of insurers offering plans will go... - New York Times

10-23-2019 Medicaid Covers a Million Fewer Children. Baby Elijah Was One of Them. 
The baby.s lips were turning blue from lack of oxygen in the blood when his mother, 
Kristin Johnson, rushed him to an emergency room here last month. Only after he 
was admitted to intensive care with a respiratory virus did Ms. Johnson learn that he 
had been dropped from Medicaid... - New York Times

10-23-2019 There’s a national mental health crisis and this local high school wants to fight 
it 
The more Liberty High School Principal Harrison Bailey III learned about trauma, the 
more he spotted it in his Bethlehem school of 2,800 students. “I dove into it and felt, 
yes, this is big,” Bailey said Tuesday. “This is something we need to talk about, rip 
apart and work on.”... - Easton Express-Times

10-23-2019 California finds widespread water contamination of 'forever chemicals' 
Nearly 300 drinking water wells and other water sources in California have traces 
of toxic chemicals linked to cancer, new state testing has found. Testing conducted 
this year of more than 600 wells across the state revealed pockets of contamination, 
where chemicals widely used for decades... - Los Angeles Times

10-23-2019 Maryland plans two reviews of medical cannabis license process amid 
allegations of unfairness 
Maryland’s Medical Cannabis Commission is planning two independent investigations 
into the latest process for awarding licenses, a procedure that’s been put on 
hold after complaints and litigation. “The priority is to get it right,” William Tilburg, 
the commission’s acting executive director, told prospective cannabis... - Baltimore 
Sun

http://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/state-legislators-introduce-heartbeat-bill-that-would-effectively-ban-abortion-after-six-weeks/Content?oid=16048657
http://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/state-legislators-introduce-heartbeat-bill-that-would-effectively-ban-abortion-after-six-weeks/Content?oid=16048657
http://www.pghcitypaper.com/
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/20191023/rapid-dna-testing-reviewed
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/22/us/missouri-illinois-planned-parenthood.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/22/us/politics/obamacare-trump.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/22/upshot/medicaid-uninsured-children.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/bethlehem/2019/10/theres-a-national-mental-health-crisis-and-this-local-high-school-wants-to-fight-it.html
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/bethlehem/2019/10/theres-a-national-mental-health-crisis-and-this-local-high-school-wants-to-fight-it.html
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/
http://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2019-10-10/california-finds-widespread-contamination-of-chemicals
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/politics/bs-md-pol-cannabis-reviews-20191023-joasarqhxnahrgmcwitt64wqge-story.html
http://www.baltimoresun.com/politics/bs-md-pol-cannabis-reviews-20191023-joasarqhxnahrgmcwitt64wqge-story.html
http://www.baltimoresun.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/
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10-23-2019 In Opioid Settlements, Suboxone Plays a Leading Role 
In this week’s $260 million settlement between drug companies and two Ohio 
counties hit hard by the opioid crisis, $25 million worth of the addiction medication 
known as Suboxone is a big part of the deal. Suboxone would make up a much larger 
share of a proposed national... - Stateline.org

10-23-2019 Committees OK Polk-related bills 
Twin bills that would put a moratorium on closing Polk and White Haven state centers 
were approved Tuesday in two state legislative committees. The House Health 
Committee and Senate Health and Human Services Committee voted to pass the 
bills. The House panel voted 16-8 in favor of the measure with 14 Republicans 
and... - Oil City Derrick

10-23-2019 A brutal summer for Philly hospital workers is driving nurses to fight for 
'successorship' 
This year, the nurses at St. Christopher.s Hospital for Children celebrated a major 
victory. They had won powerful staffing guidelines in their new union contract, the first 
in the state with enforceable standards for how many patients one nurse could be 
required to care for at a time. Staffing has been a top... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-23-2019 Marijuana dispensary planned for Harrisburg is not welcome, says health 
center leader 
Plans for the construction of a medical marijuana facility in Harrisburg.s South Allison 
Hill neighborhood are now before city council members for review, but they won.t be 
the only ones scrutinizing the proposal. The CEO of Hamilton Health Center, located 
across South 17th Street from... - Penn Live, Patriot-News

10-23-2019 Bethlehem Township man sues Juul after vaping landed him in St. Luke's 
hospital on life support 
A Bethlehem Township resident who said his yearlong use of the Juul vape pen 
caused serious lung injuries is suing the San Francisco-based e-cigarette company 
for failing to warn the public about the product.s dangers. Connor Evans, 21, was 
admitted to a St. Luke.s University Hospital in May,... - Allentown Morning Call

10-22-2019 Shapiro, other attorneys general detail proposed $48 billion national opioid 
settlement 
The nation’s three largest drug distribution companies and two drug companies have 
agreed to a tentative national settlement of opioid suits valued at $48 billion, including 
$22 billion cash and $26 billion in the form of treatment drugs and delivery services, a 
team of attorneys general... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

10-22-2019 Shapiro says proposed $48 billion opioid settlement will shave years off getting 
drug treatment money to people in Pa. 
A proposed $48 billion national settlement would give states including Pennsylvania 
money toward drug treatment along with a virtually unlimited supply of a drug 
used to treat opioid addiction, according to a group of attorney generals, including 
Pennsylvania’s Josh Shapiro.... - Penn Live, Patriot-News

10-22-2019 Pa. lawmakers unveil ‘heartbeat bill’ aimed at restricting, banning abortion 
Pennsylvania on Monday joined a growing number of Republican-led states seeking 
to restrict or effectively ban abortions as two lawmakers unveiled legislation for so-
called “heartbeat bills.” Sen. Doug Mastriano, R-Franklin County, and Rep. Stephanie 
Borowicz,... - Penn Live, Patriot-News
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10-22-2019 Parents call for Pa. lawmakers to pass Peyton’s Law that could save young 
lives through baseline heart screenings 
Jerome and Jackie Marshall stood on the marble staircase in the Pennsylvania 
Capitol Rotunda on Monday along with other parents who suffered the heartache of 
burying their child because of a heart condition that went undetected. Standing there 
holding a picture of 28-year-old Jermaine in his basketball... - Penn Live, Patriot-
News

10-22-2019 Surprise ambulance bills are painful. This bill could make it worse l Opinion 
In the early 2000s, a Bucks County man was diagnosed with a neurological disease 
that affected his movement, slowed his cognitive function and vision. One day, after 
a fall, the man needed emergency transportation from a rehab facility to a medical 
specialist, a trip that required an ambulance... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-22-2019 Shapiro and state AGs announce proposed $48 billion nationwide opioid 
settlement 
Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro announced on Monday a proposal to 
settle thousands of opioid lawsuits across the country for $48 billion in cash and 
treatment medication from major pharmaceutical companies. The proposal on the 
table is meant to resolve litigation in all 50 states... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-22-2019 Treatment, cost at core of White Haven Center hearing 
HARRISBURG — Questions about the philosophy and cost of 
treating Pennsylvanians with intellectual disabilities and autism were bandied 
about during a hearing Monday to delay the closings of the White Haven and 
Polk state centers. State Rep. Gerald Mullery, D-119, Newport Twp., who proposed a 
moratorium... - Wilkes-Barre Citizens' Voice

10-22-2019 $260 million deal averts 1st federal trial on opioid crisis 
The nation’s three biggest drug distributors and a major drugmaker agreed to an 
11th-hour, $260 million settlement Monday over the terrible toll taken by opioids in 
two Ohio counties, averting the first federal trial over the crisis... - AP

10-22-2019 Johnstown man tells real story of addiction 
There are many paths to addiction: It may be modeled by parental figures; it may be 
developed while coping with a job loss; or it may be caused by mismanaged pain 
treatment. But Frank Cascino of Johnstown said for him it began in middle school 
with social anxiety.... - Altoona Mirror

10-22-2019 Treat pot like other drugs 
Pennsylvania is among 28 states where medically prescribed marijuana possession 
and use is legal, and eight other states allow “recreational’ pot use. But because 
marijuana still is illegal for all uses under federal law, many people who legally use it 
still face risks in certain circumstances.... - Scranton Times

10-22-2019 AG's office: Former Washington Health System employee forged prescriptions 
The state attorney general’s office charged a former employee of the Washington 
Health System for forging prescriptions for herself since 2016. Marisa Magnelli, 56, of 
Washington Township, Fayette County, faces five charges of forgery, three charges of 
engaging in a criminal conspiracy to... - Washington Observer-Reporter
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10-22-2019 $260 Million Opioid Settlement Reached at Last Minute With Big Drug 
Companies 
The three major drug distributors and an opioid manufacturer have reached a $260 
million settlement with two Ohio counties to avoid the landmark first federal opioid 
trial that was set to begin here Monday. The deal, which is a combination of cash 
payouts and donations of addiction... - New York Times

10-22-2019 Geisinger Residency Program Focused on Needs of Rural Communities Is 
Expanding to Centre County 
Americans living in rural communities are seven times as likely as those in urban 
areas to report that they are unable to get the health care they need, according to 
a 2017 article from the American Society on Aging. Likewise, 20 percent of the U.S. 
population is considered rural, but only... - State College News

10-22-2019 Last-ditch opioid settlement in Ohio could open door for much larger deal 
Two Ohio counties and four drug companies settled a landmark lawsuit 
over responsibility for the opioid epidemic Monday in a deal that could help push the 
parties toward a wide-ranging agreement on more than 2,400 similar claims filed 
across the country. The $260 million settlement, reached just hours before opening 
arguments... - Washington Post

10-22-2019 Perspective | Failing to review your drug prescription plan during Medicare 
open enrollment could be a costly mistake 
Charles Jones doesn.t mess around during Medicare.s open enrollment. He gets 
busy comparing his current coverage with any changes that may be in store for 
the next year. The 69-year-old Pennsylvania resident, who has been retired since 
December 2015, has had three different Medicare Advantage plans from three 
different... - Washington Post

10-22-2019 Barnes-Kasson focuses on COPD as part of Rural Health initiative 
U.S. Senator Bob Casey (PA-D) visited Barnes-Kasson on Oct. 2 to discuss the 
Susquehanna-based hospital’s participation in the state new Rural Health 
Model. Dave Passetti, Barnes-Kasson executive vice president, said the facility 
is initially focusing on COPD management. “We see a lot of that. I think... - Montrose 
Susquehanna County Independent

10-22-2019 U.S. Rep. Madeleine Dean: Valley Forge Medical Center needed for treatment of 
substance use disorders 
In the coming months, Montgomery County may lose an essential drug treatment 
facility — Valley Forge Medical Center. The Center provides much-needed services 
and support to people with substance use disorders, and it is a pillar in our region’s 
fight against the opioid epidemic.... - Phoenixville News

10-22-2019 Column: A brilliant economist diagnoses the U.S. healthcare system — from 
beyond the grave 
When the economist Uwe Reinhardt died unexpectedly in November 2017, 
his colleagues and followers lamented the silencing of one of the most penetrating, 
objective and effective voices in the healthcare debate. They didn’t know the half of it. 
With the posthumous publication this... - Los Angeles Times
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10-22-2019 Medicare open enrollment 2020 has started in N.J. Here are 7 mistakes to avoid. 
New Jersey seniors are now able to choose more Medicare plans than ever for their 
2020 coverage. That means more decisions to make between now and Dec. 7, when 
open enrollment closes, and with it, more chances to make a mistake. Several new 
insurers have jumped into the Garden State marketplace,... - Trenton Times

10-22-2019 Jimmy Carter hospitalized after fall at Georgia home 
ATLANTA (AP) — Former President Jimmy Carter had another fall at his home in 
Plains, Georgia, fracturing his pelvis and going to the hospital for treatment and 
observation, a spokeswoman said Tuesday... - AP

10-22-2019 Mastriano unveils heartbeat legislation 
State Sen. Doug Mastriano and Gov. Tom Wolf are headed for a political showdown 
over abortion on demand. SBX - Gettysburg Times

10-22-2019 Former Penn Highlands Elk nurse accused of treating patients while on drugs 
ST MARYS — A former registered nurse at Penn Highlands Elk is accused of 
trading drugs and treating patients while under the influence of controlled 
substances. Jacqueline Ann Babb, 36, of Harrisburg, is charged with the third 
degree felonies of criminal use of a communication facility and conspiracy,... - DuBois 
Courier-Express

10-22-2019 More debate on Polk plan 
Arguments continued Monday in Harrisburg over the state Department of 
Human Services decision to close Polk and White Haven state centers. State 
representatives heard comments during a combined hearing of the House Human 
Services and Health committees. Testimony was given from a series of... - Oil City 
Derrick

10-22-2019 City Council was right to change kids' meals, but it's a first step | Opinion 
Growing up with two pediatricians as parents, I was fortunate to be educated early in 
life about the importance of healthy habits. I was also fortunate enough to never miss 
school because my parents knew I wasn.t actually sick every morning. My parents 
instilled a few clear rules in me... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-22-2019 Mumps confirmed at Ridley High School in latest outbreak of contagious virus 
State health officials have confirmed 13 cases of mumps at Ridley High School 
in Delaware County, the latest education institution in the Philadelphia region to 
experience an outbreak of the contagious virus. Officials are still investigating what 
caused the outbreak. "It is possible... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-22-2019 Heartbeat bill in Pa.: What are the chances the state passes latest abortion 
measure? 
Members of Pennsylvania.s Republican-led legislature have tried several times to 
enact laws prohibiting abortions earlier in pregnancies than is currently allowed, 
and some antiabortion advocates believe now is their time: They have national 
momentum on their side.... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-22-2019 Pittsburgh councilmen want racism to be treated as public health crisis 
Two Pittsburgh councilmen introduced legislation Tuesday aimed at combating racism 
in the city. The trio of bills would declare racism a public health crisis in the city and 
establish a leadership forum and investment fund to eliminate racial inequalities and 
barriers.... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review
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10-21-2019 Protect mom, dad, grandparents, and yourself during Cyber Security 
Awareness month 
Have you or someone in your family been the victim of electronic fraud? Do your 
elderly parents take phone calls from phony IRS agents or a fake Social Security, 
Facebook, or Microsoft representative looking to rip them off? Rob D’Ovidio, 
associate professor of criminology and justice studies at... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-21-2019 Many Philly-area doctors earn cash on the side consulting for Big Pharma. 
Does it mean anything for patients? 
This story used data from ProPublica’s Dollars for Docs database. Over the course 
of five years, pharmaceutical and medical device companies paid 76 doctors in the 
Philadelphia region more than $500,000 each to consult on or promote their products, 
an analysis of federal data by The... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-21-2019 Pa. college chemistry students find carbon monoxide in common vaping 
devices 
Electronic cigarettes release potentially harmful levels of carbon monoxide, according 
to research conducted at Bucknell University in Lewisburg that challenges vaping 
industry claims. The study shows that two common vaping devices were emitting the 
toxic gas,... - WITF

10-21-2019 Van Zandt goes digital to preserve history 
Gary Orr, who’s been coming for care to the Van Zandt VA Medical Center for five 
decades, is upset that management doesn’t plan to rehang the approximately 2,000 
pictures of local veterans that have adorned the walls for years, after a repainting 
project that began recently.... - Altoona Mirror

10-21-2019 Editorial: Pot proposal would grow state stores 
The Issue: A lawmaker calls for putting Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board 
retail outlets in the marijuana business. Our Opinion: This runs counter to a long-term 
push to privatize the sale of alcohol. Raise a glass, Pennsylvania. No, unfortunately, 
we are not toasting the... - Reading Eagle

10-21-2019 Speaker at Peters Township event provides positive messages about mental 
health 
While serving as opinion editor for her Mercyhurst College newspaper, Jordan 
Corcoran decided to write a piece about herself. Her topic, one that wasn’t discussed 
much at the time, was coping with her mental health issues. “I wrote about a specific 
panic attack,” she told her audience at... - Washington Observer-Reporter

10-21-2019 New medical marijuana dispensary opening in Springettsbury 
At the Organic Remedies Dispensary open house on Saturday, an employee shared 
the different types of medical marijuana with a visitor. "If you want something a little 
fancier, color schemes ..." he said, pointing out several varieties, noting they all do 
the same thing, but some... - York Dispatch

10-21-2019 Bill could lower drug prices to help expand Medicare subsidies 
The Helping Seniors Afford Health Care was introduced by the three lawmakers 
on Tuesday and then rapidly advanced through the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee Thursday afternoon, along with the prescription drug measure. Legislation 
to allow the federal government to negotiate down the prices of... - Levittown Bucks 
County Courier Times
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10-21-2019 Marijuana and Vaping: Shadowy Past, Dangerous Present 
. For years, a divisive debate has raged in the United States over the health 
consequences of nicotine e-cigarettes. During the same time, vaping of a more 
contentious substance has been swiftly growing, with scant notice from public health 
officials. Millions of people now inhale marijuana not from joints or pipes filled... - New 
York Times

10-21-2019 After weeks of criticism, Warren says she will release a plan to pay for 
Medicare-for-all 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren said Sunday her campaign will release a plan to pay for 
the Medicare-for-all health proposal she.s backed .in the next few weeks,. but 
she continued to deflect questions about whether middle-class taxes would 
go up. That promise comes after weeks of attacks from other Democratic 
candidates... - Washington Post

10-21-2019 Analysis | The Health 202: A landmark opioids trial starts in Ohio today. Drug 
companies hope doctors get blamed. 
For two Ohio counties, the devil is in the details in a high-stakes, bellwether 
trial starting today that will decide to what extent opioid distributors can be held 
responsible for the country.s drug abuse crisis. Arguments begin this morning before 
U.S. District Court Judge Dan Polster... - Washington Post

10-21-2019 Major drug companies reach last-minute deal to settle opioids case for $260 
million 
The nation’s three dominant drug distributors and a big drugmaker have reached a 
$260-million deal to settle a lawsuit related to the opioid crisis just as the first federal 
trial over the crisis was due to begin Monday... - AP

10-21-2019 Parkland Manor plans expansion: independent living facility in South Whitehall 
A newly opened senior living facility in South Whitehall Township is on the verge of 
further development. Parkland Manor, 4636 Crackersport Road, received preliminary 
plan approval Thursday from the township Planning Commission for an 80-unit 
independent living facility.... - Allentown Morning Call

10-21-2019 Across the U.S., over 700 doctors were paid more than a million dollars by drug 
and medical-device companies since 2014 
Back in 2013, ProPublica detailed what seemed a stunning development in 
the pharmaceutical industry.s drive to win the prescription pads of the nation.s 
doctors: In just four years, one doctor had earned $1 million giving promotional talks 
and consulting for drug companies; 21 others had... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-21-2019 Wake up, Pennsylvania: Teens need more sleep, later school start times | 
Opinion 
Teenagers. sleep time has been declining for over a center. A recent national study 
found that only one-fourth of middle and high school students get the nightly 8-to-
10 hours of sleep that is recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and the 
National Sleep Foundation.... - Philadelphia Inquirer
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10-21-2019 HDPC discusses bolstering sexual education 
Experts and advocates joined legislators in Philadelphia last Thursday to discuss 
reforming Pennsylvania.s inconsistent standards on sexual education in 
compulsory schools. The House Democratic Policy Committee hearing took 
place at Thomas Jefferson University.s Center City campus. Rep. Brian Sims 
(D-Philadelphia)... - Pennsylvania Legislative Services

10-21-2019 Pa. lawmakers unveil 'heartbeat bill' aimed at restricting, banning abortion 
Pennsylvania on Monday joined a growing number of Republican-led states seeking 
to restrict or effectively ban abortions as two lawmakers unveiled legislation for so-
called .heartbeat bills.. Sen. Doug Mastriano, R-Franklin County, and Rep. Stephanie 
Borowicz,... - Penn Live, Patriot-News

10-21-2019 Healthier eating can fix Pennsylvania's high child obesity rate | PennLive 
Editorial 
How much does it matter to us whether all children in Pennsylvania get to eat 
healthy foods? The national report on childhood obesity released this month by 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation suggests the answer is: It matters some, 
but not enough. Although we.re holding the line, Pennsylvania still has the ninth-
highest... - Penn Live, Patriot-News

10-21-2019 Shapiro, other attorneys general detail proposed $48B national opioid 
settlement 
The nation.s three largest drug distribution companies and two drug companies have 
agreed to a tentative national settlement of opioid suits valued at $48 billion, including 
$22 billion cash and $26 billion in the form of treatment drugs and delivery services, a 
team of attorneys general... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

10-21-2019 Pa. representative introduces 'heartbeat' abortion bill 
Freshman State Rep. Stephanie Borowicz, R-Centre/Clinton, introduced a .heartbeat. 
abortion bill on Monday alongside Sen. Doug Mastriano, R-Fayetteville. HB1977 and 
its companion legislation, SB912, would require all physicians to determine if there is 
a heartbeat of a fetus... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

10-20-2019 Did You Get The Memo? Lowering the Corporate Net Income Tax, legislator 
health benefits and opioid warning labels 
Amid all the floor debates, press conferences and committee hearings, 
the Pennsylvania General Assembly.s newest co-sponsorship memos can get lost 
in the shuffle. That.s why The PLS Reporter rounds up some of the most noteworthy 
co-sponsorship memos each week, so you can stay informed of... - Pennsylvania 
Legislative Services

10-20-2019 HDPC holds mental health discussion forum in Exton 
Mental health experts joined citizens and House Democratic Policy 
Committee members in Exton Friday to discuss how schools and legislators 
can better help students experiencing anxiety and other mental health 
problems. Students at nearby Downingtown East High School have seen four 
classmates... - Pennsylvania Legislative Services
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10-20-2019 Appeals court upholds Pittsburgh abortion clinic buffer zone but lets sidewalk 
counselors inside it 
A federal appeals court has upheld a Pittsburgh ordinance that created buffer zones 
between abortion protesters and clinic entrances, rejecting arguments that it was 
unconstitutional and violated free speech rights under the First Amendment. But 
in affirming a lower court.s ruling, the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of... - Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette

10-20-2019 Opioid negotiations fail to produce deal just before trial 
Negotiations aimed at reaching a major settlement in the nation's opioid litigation 
reached an impasse Friday... - AP

10-20-2019 Key Northeastern governors join forces to chart a path to legalizing marijuana 
The governors of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Connecticut, and New York 
met Thursday for a summit to discuss coordinating marijuana policies. .It is 
complicated, it is controversial, and it is consequential,. said New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, who hosted the Regional Cannabis Regulation and... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-20-2019 Relief is coming for some Bucks County residents with tainted tap water. But 
others are still waiting. 
A group of Bucks County homeowners forced to use bottled water for drinking, 
cooking, and more should soon have some relief from the plastic bottles . even 
though officials have still not determined the source of the contamination. Almost 
three years after chemicals known as PFAS were found in the... - Philadelphia 
Inquirer

10-20-2019 Elected officials across U.S. watching Cleveland opioid case 
Gene Vittone has seen the toll opioid addiction has exacted on his community 
up close and personal. The Washington County district attorney, who is also 
a paramedic, has seen law enforcement, family services and first responders 
struggle under a tsunami of illicit drug use that once triggered 16 overdoses on a 
single... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

10-20-2019 Breast cancer walk in North Fayette to help raise money for research 
The .Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk. is Saturday morning at Settlers 
Cabin Park in North Fayette. More than 1,500 cancer survivors, their caregivers, 
family, friends, and supporters are expected to attend. - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

10-20-2019 REDjuvenate Light Therapy Center in Pittsburgh helps relieve pain for some 
Seeing red gives Beth Cober the ability to get up and go. A few times each month, 
the Morgantown resident drives to Pittsburgh to visit REDjuvenate, a light therapy 
center in East Liberty. Cober, who suffers from fibromyalgia, a disorder characterized 
by widespread musculoskeletal pain, lies in a whole-body light therapy bed 
for... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

10-20-2019 Toxic PCBs linger in schools as EPA, lawmakers fail to act 
At first, teachers at Sky Valley Education Center simply had students evacuate and 
used fans to clear the air when the fluorescent lights caught fire or smoked with 
noxious fumes... - AP
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10-20-2019 Lyme groups will rally in Harrisburg to support legislation extending insurance 
coverage 
Advocates for those affected by Lyme disease are headed to Harrisburg to support 
legislation that would provide for long-term treatment. The PA Lyme Resource 
Network and Dare 2B Tick Aware will host a rally at 2 p.m. Tuesday at the 
Pennsylvania State Capitol in support of House Bill... - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

10-20-2019 Letters to the Editor 10/19/2019 
Editor: Thanks to our Fresh Air host families and volunteer leaders in Northeast 
Pennsylvania. Because of their dedication and commitment, thousands of 
children from New York City.s low-income communities participated in our Friendly 
Towns volunteer host family program this summer.... - Scranton Times

10-20-2019 Standardize data 
Significant strides have been made in increasing organ donation. But a stunning 
study by the Associated Press has revealed that thousands of potentially lifesaving 
organs go unused because of widely variable and inefficient administration of 
collection and distribution systems.... - Scranton Times

10-20-2019 Epilepsy group plans eventsto raise awareness, support 
The Epilepsy Foundation of Eastern Pennsylvania is hosting a series of events to 
bring awareness to epilepsy. The events include a conference Wednesday from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. at the John Heinz Institute in Wilkes-Barre, an information session Saturday 
from noon... - Scranton Times

10-20-2019 With new project, Geisinger sees $219M investment in Scranton 
Geisinger.s $20.9 million plan to bring orthopedic care to the Marketplace at 
Steamtown is the latest in a long string of nearly a quarter-billion dollars in capital the 
health system pumped into the city over the last seven years. Geisinger made its first 
significant foray into the Scranton market in... - Scranton Times

10-20-2019 Former Washington Hospital patient, husband win $15M in negligence suit 
A Charleroi woman and her husband were awarded more than $15 million in a lawsuit 
they brought against Washington Health System and two doctors who were found 
to have committed medical errors when they treated her at Washington Hospital six 
years ago. Thank you for Reading!... - Uniontown Herald-Standard

10-20-2019 Saint Vincent unveils new ER, operating rooms 
The new $51.5 million facility links the Erie hospital to its Hardner Building. Saint 
Vincent Hospital.s new emergency department and operating rooms are the envy 
of Highmark.s Allegheny Health Network. Highmark Health CEO David Holmberg 
started receiving text messages Friday... - Erie Times-News

10-20-2019 Preschool students receive free dental screenings at Reading YMCA 
Dr. Valerie Deibler looked into Grayson Rosa's mouth Friday and counted 
his teeth. "Eighteen, nineteen, twenty. You did a super job," she told the four-year-old, 
congratulating him on having the right amount of teeth for his age, and giving him a 
toothbrush, floss and a dental mirror to take... - Reading Eagle
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10-20-2019 Tower Health cutting 75 positions at Pottstown, Chestnut Hill hospitals 
Several groups of employees at two Tower Health-owned hospitals have been told 
their positions will be eliminated as of Nov. 10. The affected positions are at 
Pottstown Hospital and Chestnut Hill Hospital in Philadelphia. A total of 55 unit clerk/
unit secretary positions are affected at the two... - Reading Eagle

10-20-2019 Hospitals must be staffed with enough nurses to ensure quality patient care | 
PennLive letters 
I am writing you this letter to inform you on the importance of nurse to patient ratios in 
facilities to maintain safe, quality care for patients. I currently work in a hospital facility 
in which we are currently running with a ratio of 1:5 or 1:6 (nurse:patient), but should 
be staffed for a... - Penn Live, Patriot-News

10-20-2019 Pa's individual health plan premiums to rise 4 percent 
Premiums for health insurers. individual policies in Pennsylvania for 2020 will reflect 
an aggregate statewide increase of 4 percent, with an increase of 10 percent in the 
small group market... - AP

10-20-2019 The red flag is waving above Pennsylvania's coal mining towns | PennLive 
letters 
Pennsylvania is a powerhouse in the energy market ranking as the number two and 
three natural gas and coal producer in the nation. Our long legacy as a coal country 
has now overlapped with a gas boom. So the energy economy is a large part of 
Pennsylvania.s past and will no doubt be part of its future.... - Penn Live, Patriot-
News

10-20-2019 Where you die can affect your chance of being an organ donor 
If Roland Henry had died in a different part of the country, his organs might have 
been recovered... - AP

10-20-2019 We need to treat substance use disorder as a disease 
Anyone who mistakenly believes the opioid crisis is over or even waning should 
take a two-hour drive east and visit the raw heartache of Philadelphia.s Kensington 
neighborhood. We discovered recently there were few good places to rest your 
eyes in Kensington. We saw doorways crowded with semi-conscious drug users; 
people... - Lancaster Intelligencer Journal

10-20-2019 Gov. Newsom's cautious approach on California marijuana bums out cannabis 
advocates 
Gov. Gavin Newsom led the campaign to legalize marijuana in California three years 
ago but has since angered some in the industry by refusing to allow pot in hospitals 
and outlawing its use on tour buses and in limousines. Newsom took the action on 
tour buses and hospitals as he signed several... - Los Angeles Times

10-20-2019 Johnson & Johnson Recalls Baby Powder Over Asbestos Worry 
Johnson & Johnson, which has spent years insisting that its baby powder 
is safe, recalled 33,000 bottles of the product on Friday after the Food and Drug 
Administration discovered evidence of asbestos, a known carcinogen, in one of 
the bottles. The recall, the first time Johnson & Johnson has pulled baby powder 
from... - New York Times
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10-20-2019 How Pending Decision on Obamacare Could Upend 2020 Campaign 
A federal appeals court in New Orleans is preparing a ruling on the Affordable 
Care Act that could put the law.s future front and center in the presidential race, 
overwhelming the current Democratic debate over Medicare for all and reigniting the 
health care-driven worries that helped Democrats... - New York Times

10-20-2019 Opioid Settlement Talks Stumble With Trial Set for Monday 
After a long day of negotiations on Friday between major drug industry corporations 
and thousands of local governments and states suing over the companies. role in 
the opioid epidemic, talks ended with the parties . even among the plaintiffs . still far 
apart.... - New York Times

10-20-2019 Are Democrats Willing to Pay More in Taxes for Medicare for All? 
Senator Elizabeth Warren has surged to the front of the Democratic pack 
by promising .big, structural change. . including a .Medicare for all. program that 
would bring health insurance to all Americans and eliminate private coverage. But at 
Tuesday.s presidential debate, she again refused to say whether... - New York Times

10-18-2019 Council introduces new prohibitions on e-cigs 
Philadelphia City Council jumped into the electronic cigarettes debate through 
legislation introduced Thursday, which will limit sales of flavored and e-cigs with high 
concentrations of nicotine salts to adult-only stores requiring customers to verify their 
age of 18 or older.... - Pennsylvania Legislative Services

10-18-2019 Pharma giant Merck to slash 500 jobs based in Philly suburbs; J&J to lay off 
300 
Merck, the international pharmaceutical giant, announced “mass layoffs” that will hit 
its sales personnel based in suburban Philadelphia. About 500 people affiliated with 
Merck’s offices in Lansdale and Upper Gwynedd will lose their jobs in permanent 
“reductions in force,”... - Philadelphia Inquirer

10-18-2019 Plastics, farming and conservation on tap at Delaware River Watershed Forum 
In California, municipality after municipality banned plastic bags in the years 
leading up to a statewide ban. But if people want to ban single-use plastic 
shopping bags in Pennsylvania, building municipality momentum won’t work. 
The state constitution doesn’t give local governments control to regulate things 
like... - Allentown Morning Call

10-18-2019 Merck cutting 500 jobs in two locations south of Lehigh Valley 
Pharmaceutical giant Merck & Co. Inc. has told Pennsylvania it plans to cut about 500 
jobs early next year at two Montgomery County facilities. The cuts, primarily in the 
company’s Human Health Division, will occur at its facilities at 351 N. Sumneytown 
Pike in Upper Gwynedd Township and... - Allentown Morning Call

10-18-2019 Parents sue hospital over infant’s death 
The parents of a premature baby who died at Geisinger Medical Center in Danville 
filed suit Thursday claiming the week-old child’s death could have been prevented 
if hospital officials hadn’t tried to cover up a deadly bacterial outbreak. The filing on 
behalf of Hazle Twp. residents Zuleyka Rodriguez and Luis... - Scranton Times
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10-18-2019 Wrongful death lawsuit filed against Geisinger following infant death; Hospital 
says no new cases 
An attorney filed a wrongful death lawsuit against Geisinger on Thursday 
in connection with the death of one of three infants who died following 
a Pseudomonas bacteria outbreak at the medical center. Abel David Cepeda was 
born prematurely at the hospital on Sept. 24 and died... - Sunbury Daily Item

10-18-2019 Schuylkill won’t punish registered medical marijuana users on probation, 
parole 
Schuylkill County does not plan to punish those on probation or parole who use 
medical marijuana as long as they are on the state registry. In Luzerne County, a 
policy has not yet been developed, although judges are reviewing a Lycoming County 
ruling that medical marijuana use will... - Hazleton Standard-Speaker

10-18-2019 Geisinger reveals $21M plan for facility at Marketplace at Steamtown 
Geisinger plans to take over several storefronts in the Marketplace at Steamtown in 
Scranton as it grows orthopedic and sports medicine service lines. Health system 
executives revealed their vision Thursday for the new center, which will fill about 
83,000 square feet on two floors with street-level... - Scranton Times

10-18-2019 Judge in landmark opioids trial summons CEOs, lawyers to discuss possible 
settlement 
CLEVELAND — The five-year legal battle over responsibility for the U.S. opioid 
epidemic is at a crucial juncture as drug company chief executives, state attorneys 
general and lawyers for 2,600 cities and counties meet here Friday to discuss a 
potential resolution of the landmark litigation, say... - Washington Post

10-18-2019 Death on an Airplane 
The man is already dead. He is lying in the aisle of the airplane as my daughter 
trades off on chest compressions with a firefighter and a couple of nurses. “One, two, 
three…,” they count out loud for each other. Thirty compressions, then two breaths. 
Thirty compressions, two... - New York Times

10-18-2019 Judge Summons Drug C.E.O.s for Talks on Sweeping Opioid Settlement 
CLEVELAND — A mayor of a small West Virginia city brought to its knees by opioids 
and representatives of large cities and counties left reeling by the epidemic will gather 
in federal court here on Friday morning, to sit side by side with chief executives from 
the country’s largest drug... - New York Times

10-18-2019 Parents Should Limit Sports Participation for Children, Trainers Say 
Too many children are risking injuries, even lifelong health problems, because 
they practice too intensively in a single sport, and parents should set limits on 
their participation, according to a leading organization of athletic trainers. New 
recommendations issued by the National Athletic Trainers’... - New York Times

10-18-2019 Juul Suspends Online Sales of Flavored E-Cigarettes 
Juul Labs announced on Thursday that it would temporarily halt online sales of 
flavored e-cigarettes like mango, products the company had already stopped 
distributing to retail stores as public outrage mounted over the soaring rate of teenage 
vaping. Facing multiple federal and state investigations into its marketing... - New 
York Times
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10-18-2019 How Pending Decision on Obamacare Could Upend 2020 Campaign 
WASHINGTON — A federal appeals court in New Orleans is preparing a ruling on the 
Affordable Care Act that could put the law’s future front and center in the presidential 
race, overwhelming the current Democratic debate over Medicare for all and 
reigniting the health care-driven worries... - New York Times

10-18-2019 Ridley High dealing with outbreak of mumps 
RIDLEY— Ridley School District is dealing with an outbreak of mumps. School 
officials confirmed five presumptive mumps case involving two teacher, two students 
and one student teacher who have come down with the contagious virus. At least one 
of the cases was reported in a Ridley High... - Primos Delaware County Daily and 
Sunday Times

10-18-2019 Tower Health cutting 32 Pottstown Hospital jobs 
WEST READING — Several groups of employees at two Tower Health-
owned hospitals have been told their positions will be eliminated as of Nov. 
10. The affected positions are at Pottstown Hospital and Chestnut Hill Hospital in 
Philadelphia. A total of 55 unit clerk/unit secretary positions are affected at the 
two... - Pottstown Mercury

10-18-2019 Warden announces result of lead testing, facility search at Lancaster County 
Prison 
The water at Lancaster County Prison is free of lead, and only a small amount of 
drugs was found during September’s facility search, Warden Cheryl Steberger 
announced Thursday. Steberger presented the results of lead testing and the full 
facility search at the monthly prison board meeting.... - Lancaster Intelligencer Journal

10-18-2019 Philly City Council announces bill in attempt to limit e-cigarette sales to minors 
PHILADELPHIA (KYW Newsradio) — Philadelphia leaders introduced a bill on 
Thursday that could restrict minors' access to e-cigarette products. The lengthy bill 
prohibits stores that sell high-nicotine or flavored e-cigarettes from allowing anyone 
inside under age 18. The proposal... - KYW News Radio 1060

10-18-2019 Biodegradable bags intended to cut down on stray opioids 
Gov. Mike DeWine said Thursday he would open another front in the battle against 
opiod abuse. He announced that the Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation would 
pay for biodegradable disposal bags so those who are injured on the job can dispose 
of prescribed opioids they don’t use.... - Columbus Dispatch

10-18-2019 CBD May Be Natural, But Is It Safe? 
DENVER — At a recent conference here, Denver and Colorado public health officials 
recounted their scariest hemp CBD manufacturing stories to a packed hotel 
ballroom. There was the woman who was making hemp oil in her kitchen 
crockpot and selling it online. The manufacturing facility with no sinks for workers 
to... - Stateline.org

10-18-2019 UPMC CFO Rob DeMichiei to retire in December 
UPMC executive vice president and CFO Rob DeMichiei is retiring at the end of the 
year after 15 years in the role, the Pittsburgh health system announced Thursday. Ed 
Karlovich, who is chief financial officer for the system’s health services division, will 
serve as interim CFO of UPMC during a search for a... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

http://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/18/health/health-care-2020-election.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.delcotimes.com/news/ridley-high-dealing-with-outbreak-of-mumps/article_6aaf7868-f18c-11e9-8b9a-7fe8c1f2763b.html
http://www.delcotimes.com/
http://www.delcotimes.com/
http://www.pottsmerc.com/business/tower-health-cutting-pottstown-hospital-jobs/article_7e4b3b20-f0ef-11e9-adb9-976d4962c7e2.html
http://www.pottsmerc.com/
http://lancasteronline.com/news/local/warden-announces-result-of-lead-testing-facility-search-at-lancaster/article_11f2a60e-f11f-11e9-86de-b3672ef5b683.html
http://lancasteronline.com/news/local/warden-announces-result-of-lead-testing-facility-search-at-lancaster/article_11f2a60e-f11f-11e9-86de-b3672ef5b683.html
http://lancasteronline.com/
http://kywnewsradio.radio.com/articles/news/philly-officials-introduce-bill-attempt-limit-e-cigs
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http://www.dispatch.com/news/20191018/biodegradable-bags-intended-to-cut-down-on-stray-opioids/1
http://www.dispatch.com/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2019/10/18/cbd-may-be-natural-but-is-it-safe
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http://www.post-gazette.com/business/healthcare-business/2019/10/17/UPMC-CFO-Rob-DeMichiei-to-retire-in-December/stories/201910170187
http://www.post-gazette.com/
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10-18-2019 Greensburg doctor convicted of illegal pain-pill distribution 
A federal court jury on Thursday evening convicted a Westmoreland County doctor 
on 14 of 56 counts pertaining to the illegal distribution of narcotics in exchange for 
sexual favors. The trial of Dr. Milad Shaker, 50, of Greensburg, began last week 
before U.S. District Judge Cathy Bissoon.... - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

http://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2019/10/18/Doctor-convicted-of-illegal-pain-pill-distribution-pittsburgh-westmoreland-county-milad-shaker/stories/201910180120
http://www.post-gazette.com/
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